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“This ingenious archive of working class history, organized as 

an extended calendar, overflows with both little and better-known 

events. Reading through the text, the power, fury, and persistence 

of the working class struggles shine. ‘Working class’ is broader than 

unions and job struggles; rather, it includes all emancipatory acts of 

working class people, be they Indigenous peoples fighting for land 

rights, African Americans massively protesting against police killings, 

anticolonial liberation movements, women rising up angry, or mass 

mobilizations worldwide against imperialist wars. It is international 

in scope, as is the working class. This is a book the reader will 

open every day to recall and be inspired by what occurred on that 

date. | love the book and will look forward to the daily readings.” 

—Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, author of An Indigenous Peoples’ 

History of the United States (Beacon Press 2015) 

“One thing most people in the world have in common—whatever 

our gender, race, age, culture, or condition—is that we have to work for a 

living, and most of us have to work for someone else. That means either 

we have to obey their will or find ways to resist it. This book provides a 

panoramic compendium of that resistance. I've been studying and writing 

about labor history for more than half a century, but I've never even heard 

about most of these thousand or more strikes, uprisings, and protests 

from around the world—or about the violence that was so often used 

against them. I've found this book an easy and fun way to fill that gap.” 

—Jeremy Brecher, author of Strike! 50th Anniversary 

Edition (PM Press 2020) 

“The Working Class History project has hit upon a novel way to 

communicate our shared history to a new generation of budding 

radicals and working class revolutionaries and, with this book, presents 

centuries of solidarity and rebellion in an easily digestible (and endlessly 

engrossing) catalogue of dissent. They make it clear that today's 

victories build upon yesterday's struggles, and that to push forward 

into the liberated, equitable future we want, we must remember how 

far we've come—and reckon with how much further there is to go.” 

—kKim Kelly, journalist and labor columnist at Teen Vogue 



“A perfect present for busy activists. Just a few minutes a day 

is allit takes to learn fascinating and often poignant facts about 

working class history. As I've come to expect from our friends at 

Working Class History, the content is global, diverse, and clear, 

bringing to our attention our history, which has so often been 

ignored, neglected, or misrepresented. Buy a copy for yourself too!” 

—Mike Jackson, cofounder of Lesbians and Gays Support the Miners 

“I've learned so much from reading Working Class History. It's a 

fountainhead of vital and inspiring information about the international 

class struggle and a crucial antidote to the twenty-first-century post- 

truth right-wing media blitz 24/7 assault on our senses. It's important to 

have revolutionary heroes and knowledge of past struggles to inspire 

the rebel souls of the future. Long may Working Class History inspire!” 

—Bobby Gillespie, lead singer of Primal Scream 

“Working Class History is essential reading for those 

seeking awareness of people who made history in efforts 

and events meant to create a better world.” 

—John O'Brien, Stonewall rebellion participant, 

Gay Liberation Front cofounder 

“How do | love Working Class History? Let me count some of the ways! 

This collection lets us honor our dead and fight for the living. It allows us 

to go on romantic revolutionary dates. It is a daily inspirational affirmation, 

yet with substance. It reminds us to be brave and bold, and that much 

is always possible even in the bleakest of times. The book is love 

embodied, making you want to embrace each and every rebel ancestor.” 

—Cindy Milstein, author of Paths Toward Utopia (PM Press 2012) 



“In a time when the historical consciousness of grassroots Americans 

often seems headed for oblivion, this book is vitally important. Pick 

a day of the month, turn to the corresponding page, and find one or 

more no-nonsense synopses of historical moments when ordinary folk 

engaged in extraordinary struggles, often with extraordinary results. 

The editors’ bare-bones approach is refreshingly utilitarian, their 

unwavering focus on the power of the people to compel constructive 

change inspiring. Working Class History is an essential reference. 

—Ward Churchill, author of Wielding Words Like Weapons: 

Selected Essays in Indigenism, 1995-2005 (PM Press 2017) 

“No radical should be without this exhilarating reminder that 

ordinary people have dared to struggle, often won, and remade 

our world in the process. Read it, reread it, and fight on." 

—Sasha Lilley, host of Against the Grain 

“This indispensable daybook of the class struggle provides 

a storehouse of history from below, which when consulted 

on the day steadies us and readies us for the morrow.” 

—Peter Linebaugh, author of The Incomplete, True, Authentic, 

and Wonderful History of May Day (PM Press 2016) 

“Conventional histories treat discussion of class war as irrelevant 

or passé. Working Class History puts class struggle front and center. 

Activists, scholars, students, journalists, and the public will find 

its precise documentation of decades of struggle invaluable.” 

—Dan Georgakas, coauthor of Detroit: | Do Mind Dying: 

A Study in Urban Revolution (Haymarket Books 2012) 

“Working Class History is of enormous benefit, especially 

since it denotes events, organizations, and individuals ona 

particular day of the year. What a wonderful concept, and it 

should be of special benefit for those interested in the struggles 

of working class people in their fight for freedom and justice.” 

—Herb Boyd, former member of the League of 

Revolutionary Black Workers, author of Black Detroit: A 

People’s History of Self-Determination (Amistad 2017) 



“This is an unusual and fascinating book. Working Class History 

tells the collective tales of the imagination and energy of working 

class rebels, as well as showing the price paid by working class people 

who resisted and subverted the demands of labor and capital.” 

—Andrej Grubaéi¢, professor of anthropology at CIIS-San 

Francisco, coauthor of Wobblies and Zapatistas (PM Press 

2008) and Living at the Edges of Capitalism: Adventures in 

Exile and Mutual Aid (University of California Press 2016) 

“Capitalist society does not encourage information or ideas that 

contradict its purpose. Working class history is not taught in our schools 

for this reason. Often it is lost and forgotten. Working Class History have 

listened for these stories, researched and documented them, and now 

presents them for us to witness and cherish in the light of our reality. 

This book provides fuel for our souls, and for this | thank the editors.” 

—A| Glatkowski, Vietnam Veterans Against 

the War, Columbia Eagle mutineer 

“By recounting day-to-day struggles, the editors of this 

important book concretely reveal that social progress is the legacy 

of centuries of people's blood, sweat, and tears. While billionaires 

may today claim ownership of humanity's vast social wealth, the 

events detailed here reveal the outlines of a better future.” 

—George Katsiaficas, author of The Global Imagination of 

1968: Revolution and Counterrevolution (PM Press 2018) 

“Working Class History is a wonderful global collection of stories of 

fierce workers resistance and rebellion that comes at a critical time, as 

powers policies worldwide continue to consolidate obscene wealth for 

the few on the backs of workers and the environment. This collection 

challenges the dominant histories and the splashy headlines of the self- 

made industry titans to reveal the narrative of international exploited 

workers who refused to obey, fighting instead against great odds for their 

basic rights and dignity and ultimately for workers collective liberation.” 

—scott crow, author of Black Flags and Windmills: Hope, 

Anarchy, and the Common Ground Collective (PM Press 2014) 
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Foreword 

Noam Chomsky 

My personal engagements with social movements have been mostly with 

anti-war mobilization and resistance and with solidarity movements glob- 

ally, in Latin America, Asia, and the Middle East. But apart from these, from 

childhood the movements that I've found truly inspiring have been workers’ 

struggles. I grew up during the Great Depression, and vivid childhood mem- 

ories range from security forces violently attacking women picketing a 

textile plant to the crucial role of union membership in the lives of my 

(mostly unemployed) extended family. And, at barely a step removed, as a 

child I followed closely the leading role of militant union activists in estab- 

lishing the New Deal programs that have greatly improved the lives of most 

Americans, and which have been under severe attack in recent years. And it 

continues through the years, with many dramatic and inspiring struggles— 

Lordstown,’ the Decatur strikes and lockouts of the 1990s,” today's spontane- 

ous teachers strikes calling for reconstructing the woefully underfunded 

public education system,? and many others. 

Though the situation has somewhat improved in recent years, our edu- 

cation system does not even come close to adequately reflecting the impact 

of these movements of ordinary people on our history. One major contribu- 

tion was Howard Zinn’'s People’s History of the United States and the com- 

panion Voices volume,* which lifted the veil from central parts of history 

that had been concealed or sidelined in the standard patriotic versions. But 

1 +See, for example, our entry for March 4, 1972. In subsequent footnotes we will just give 

the dates of relevant examples. [editor's note] 

2 See June 26, 1993. 

See February 22, 2018. 

4 Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States: 1492—Present (New York: Harper & 

Row, 2009 [1980]); Howard Zinn and Anthony Arnove, eds., Voices of a People’s History of 

the United States (New York: Seven Stories Press, 2004). 
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FOREWORD 

there is a long way to go. In particular, labor history is virtually effaced in 

the educational system, as well as in the media. Not long ago the press had 

fine journalists covering the labor movement. Today, almost none. Every 

newspaper has a business section; none could even imagine a labor section, 

addressing the interests and concerns of a large majority of the population. 

Social movements receive cursory attention, usually highly misleading. The 

one that receives by far the most attention is the civil rights movement. 

There is even a national holiday in memory of Martin Luther King Jr. But it 

is instructive to see how it is handled. 

The uplifting rhetoric on Martin Luther King Jr. Day typically reaches as 

far as his “I have a dream” speech at the huge demonstration in Washington 

in August 1963. But King did not terminate his activities then. He went on to 

become a prominent critic of the Vietnam War and to organize and support 

struggles for housing, workers rights, and other popular needs in the North. 

He was assassinated in 1968 while supporting a garbage workers’ strike,° 

the day after he had delivered another memorable speech that is barely 

known. He was organizing a poor people's movement and another march on 

Washington to demand human and civil rights for all Americans, including 

Aboriginal and white Americans. None of this was tolerable to establish- 

ment liberalism. He was bitterly condemned for supposedly losing his way. 

It’s fine to condemn racist Alabama sheriffs—but “not in my backyard.” His 

major commitments are omitted from the schools and the media. Other 

movements fare similarly. 

Today, social movements face more challenges than ever before. Each 

January since 1947, the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists sets the minute hand 

of its Doomsday Clock at a certain distance from midnight—which means 

terminal disaster. Once, in 1953, it was set at two minutes to midnight, after 

the US and then the USSR exploded thermonuclear weapons, demonstrat- 

ing that human intelligence had developed the means to destroy everything. 

It did not reach that grim setting again until Donald Trump had been in 

office for a year. By then the analysts added the immense threat of global 

warming to the extreme danger of nuclear war, both existential threats to 

survival. In January 2019 the clock was again set to two minutes to midnight, 

now described as “the new abnormal.” And analysts added a third existen- 

tial threat, the erosion of democracy, the sole hope for addressing serious 

5 See April 4, 1968. 
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challenges. These judgments seem valid to me, and each threat has been 

significantly intensified since the clock was last set.® 

Furthermore, the neoliberal assault on the population since Ronald 

Reagan and Margaret Thatcher has radically concentrated wealth, while real 

wages for the majority stagnate or decline and benefits are eroded, along 

with functioning democracy, as governments fall into the hands of private 

wealth and corporate power even more than before.’ 

Another major thrust of policy has been to undermine popular organ- 

ization, particularly the labor movement, traditionally its leading force. 

Organized, militant popular action has been the critical factor in driving 

such progress as has been made in confronting the primary challenges to 

decent survival—and innumerable others. It remains the hope for today. 

Fortunately, it is reviving, particularly among younger people. 

Neoliberalism has elicited widespread anger and resentment, which can be 

exploited by demagogues in ugly ways, facts all too obvious on the present 

scene. But there are also counterforces. In light of the severity of the crises 

that are looming and imminent, which of these prevails will—quite liter- 

ally—determine the fate of the species. 

Nuclear war and environmental catastrophe will spare no one, not even 

those deluded ultra-rich who believe they can escape to gated communi- 

ties on mountain tops—or colonize Mars. The impressive achievements of 

young activists around the world are having a major impact—Extinction 

Rebellion and many others. In the US, young activists of the Sunrise 

Movement, supported by a few members of Congress (notably Alexandria 

Ocasio-Cortez), succeeded, with direct action, in placing a Green New Deal 

on the legislative agenda, something essential for survival in some form, an 

achievement almost unimaginable a few years ago. 

A core concern is revival of the labor movement, battered by the 

neoliberal offensive. Many commentators associate the labor movement 

with mostly male, white, native-born blue-collar workers, often exclud- 

ing “unpaid labor,’ mostly “womens work’; but, in truth, workers around 

the world are predominantly people of color, diverse in terms of gender, 

6 With the addition of “cyber-enabled disinformation campaigns’ to the already existing 

threats of nuclear weapons and climate change, the Doomsday Clock now stands at 100 
seconds to midnight; see Science and Security Board, “Closer Than Ever: It Is Now 100 

Seconds to Midnight,” Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, January 23, 2020, accessed May 21, 2020, 

https://thebulletin.org/doomsday-clock/current-time. 

7  “Neoliberalism” refers to free market economic policies, including privatization and 
reduction of publicly funded social security and services. 
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immigration status, sexuality, and sector. Resurrecting this movement is 

not an idle dream. 

In the 1920s, the vigorous and militant US labor movement was virtu- 

ally destroyed by often violent state and corporate repression. A few years 

later, it rose in new forms and spearheaded the New Deal reforms. To take 

a more recent precedent, in the early 1970s, there was a significant rise in 

labor militancy, mostly but not entirely repressed. Tony Mazzocchi and his 

Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers International Union (OCAW)’—who are 

right on the front line, facing destruction of the environment every day at 

work—were the driving force behind the establishment of the Occupational 

Safety and Health Act (OSHA), protecting workers on the job. And they went 

on from there. Mazzocchi was a harsh critic of capitalism, as well as a com- 

mitted environmentalist. He held that workers should “control the plant 

environment,’ while also taking the lead in combatting industrial pollution. 

As the Democrats abandoned working people, Mazzocchi began to advocate 

for a union-based Labor Party, an initiative that made considerable progress 

in the 1990s but couldn't survive the decline of the labor movement under a 

severe business-government attack reminiscent of the 1920s. 

In these tumultuous times, Working Class History: Everyday Acts 

of Resistance & Rebellion is important, because a functioning democracy 

requires active citizen participation in setting social policy. I can return to 

the latest setting of the Doomsday Clock, highlighting the existential crises 

of global warming and nuclear war and adding, for the first time, the erosion 

of democracy. We can look forward to a day when citizen participation 

becomes direct decision-making in the workplace and the community and 

on a larger scale up to the international dimension. 

For now, the critical task is to organize activist popular movements to 

change popular consciousness and understanding, to shape legislation, and 

to create facts on the ground: worker-owned industries, cooperatives, and 

other structures of democratic participation. We can learn a great deal from 

the long and hard struggles for social justice in past years, and we can and 

must move forward to build on their achievements and to surpass them. 

Given the urgency of the crises we face, there is no time to lose. 

8 See November 13, 1974. 
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Introduction 

Why Working Class? 

Some clever people once said, “The history of all hitherto existing society 

is the history of class struggles.”’ Like them, we also believe that histori- 

cal change has primarily been the result of struggle between classes. Any 

improvement in the lives of ordinary people—the creation of the weekend,’ 

the abolition of slavery,? and the collapse of empires—has been the result 

of the struggles of the oppressed and exploited against the systems that 

oppress and exploit us. 

Today, in our current capitalist society, the working class is numerically 

the largest class. When we say “working class,” we are talking about it in an 

economic rather than cultural sense, as it is often perceived. Broadly speak- 

ing, it refers to those of us who do not own factories, farms, offices, or stocks 

therein (also known as “means of production’) and so need to sell our ability 

to work to people who do. 

Capitalism is based on this arrangement, which famous physicist 

Albert Einstein explained quite simply: 

The owner of the means of production is in a position to purchase 

the labor power of the worker. By using the means of production, the 

worker produces new goods which become the property of the capi- 

talist. The essential point about this process is the relation between 

what the worker produces and what he [sic] is paid, both measured in 

terms of real value. ... What the worker receives is determined not by 

the real value of the goods he produces, but by his minimum needs 

1 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, “Manifesto of the Communist Party,” in Karl Marx and 

Frederick Engels, Selected Works, vol. 1 (Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1969), 99-137. 

2 See December 26, 1904. 

3 See December 25, 1831. 
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and by the capitalists’ requirements for labor power in relation to the 

number of workers competing for jobs. It is important to understand 

that even in theory the payment of the worker is not determined by 

the value of his product.* 

So, depending on market conditions, we are paid the minimum amount 

necessary to ensure we keep turning up for work each day. 

The difference between the value we produce and the lower value of 

our wages (known as “surplus value’) is how businesses make profit and 

expand. This exploitative relationship is at the heart of capitalist society 

and is the cause of the central conflict within it, namely, that employers 

want workers to work the longest hours for the least pay, whereas we would 

rather work shorter hours for more pay.° This gives all workers a shared 

economic interest in fighting capitalism. 

Because capitalism is entirely dependent on our labor, we are also 

potentially the most powerful class in society. The primary reason we fail 

to exert our potential power is that we are divided in a myriad of ways: 

e Weare divided into employed and unemployed, so those of us in work 

have to fear losing our jobs, and those not in work have to compete 

among ourselves to work for the lowest rates. 

e We are divided into different enterprises that compete against one 

another, so companies that make the most profit—often by paying the 

lowest wages and ignoring environmental standards—succeed, while 

others either fail or get taken over. 

e We are divided by gender roles, whereby much of the world’s work is 

seen as “women’s work’ and is entirely unpaid, particularly care and 

domestic work. 

e Weare divided into different nation-states, so if workers in one country 

win better pay and working conditions, production can be relocated to 

lower-wage parts of the world. 

e Weare divided by racism, whereby certain racial and ethnic groups, e.g., 

Black people in the US, are systemically disadvantaged and oppressed. 

This gives workers of dominant groups at least the illusion of a stake 

4 Albert Einstein, “Why Socialism?” Monthly Review 1 (May 1949), accessed April 20, 2020, 

https://monthlyreview.org/2009/05/01/why-socialism. 

5 See May 1, 1886. 
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in maintaining the status quo and enables employers and authorities 

to play different groups off against one another.® 

e Weare divided by citizenship status, so within many countries there is 

a much more exploitable migrant labor force that can be denied basic 

legal rights, and workers who try to fight back can be deported if they 

try to fight back.’ 

These are just a few of the ways we are split up and set against one 

another, to prevent us from uniting and fighting for our collective self- 

interest and reclaiming more of our “surplus value” from those who exploit 

us. Fighting against these divisions and showing solidarity with different 

groups of workers has to be an essential part of any movement to improve 

the lot of the working class or any section thereof. 

All other types of discrimination and privilege in our society intersect 

with class. Take, for example, abortion rights and gender; whatever laws are 

in place, the wealthy are almost always able to access abortions, whereas for 

poor and working class people it may be impossible. 

For every system of oppression, from racism to homophobia to 

transphobia to sexism to ableism—to name just some—worse outcomes 

are experienced by poor people compared to the wealthy. Therefore, strug- 

gles of oppressed groups like women,’ people of color in the US,° or LGBT+ 

people,’° for example, should not be dismissed, as some do, as being merely 

related to “identity”; these are also inherently class struggles. 

Any victory for one group of workers is a victory for all of us. For 

example, a group of underpaid migrant workers successfully improving 

their pay and conditions also means that employers are unable to employ 

super-exploited workers to undercut native-born workers." 

Similarly, environmental destruction and the resultant climate chaos 

disproportionately affect poor and working class people, especially in the 

colonized world. This will only get worse in the coming years, so fighting to 

protect our planet is also an existential issue for our class.'* 

6 See November 23, 1887. 

7 See June 29, 1936. 

8 See June 14, 1991. 

9 See May 2, 1968. 

10 See June 28, 1969. 

11 See June 8, 2017. 

12 See June 17,1971. 
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Struggles of Indigenous peoples,® of peasants,” and struggles against 

colonialism® have also been, in large part, struggles against dispossession, 

struggles against being turned into a working class—disconnected from the 

land and means of production—in the first place. 

All this considered, we take an expansive, intersectional, and inter- 

nationalist view of class, and we present snapshots of all kinds of battles 

against exploitation and oppression. 

Why History? 

The Working Class History project came out of conversations a number of 

us were having back in 2014. We had all been involved in a number of activi- 

ties, including workplace organizing and campaigning against austerity 

and, before that, the Iraq War. However, our activity was cut off from the 

mass, radical working class movements of the past; like many people our age 

(and even a little older), we grew up and entered the workforce following 

the defeats of the 1980s and subsequent dismantling of workers’ organiza- 

tions. By the time we were politicized, the shared knowledge of struggle and 

culture of solidarity that had previously defined working-class life, had, in 

many places, disappeared. 

To access this knowledge, we read a lot of history, and we were struck 

by how many vital lessons there were that could inform our struggles today. 

Yet while a lot has been written about working class struggle around the 

world, much of that writing is inaccessible to most people, hidden in dusty 

archives or behind online pay walls, or it is online but written in convoluted 

academic or political jargon. 

So we decided to set up a database of historical events, in which we 

would include short, clearly written summaries, primarily about struggles 

that have taken place for a better world and the people who took part in 

them. We also included information about atrocities carried out by the 

rich and powerful to counter those struggles,!* as well as those sometimes 

carried out in the name of making a better world.’ We believe it is impor- 

tant not only to counter dominant narratives that sanitize the history of 

capitalism and colonialism but also to learn from the mistakes (as well as 

successes) of those who have fought against them. 

13. See June 25, 1878. 

14 See April 10, 1919. 
15 See March 26, 1953. 

16 See October 17, 1961. 

17. See December 17, 1933. 
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For people without money, social media can be a useful tool for getting 

information out to a wide audience, so that was the forum we initially 

decided to prioritize. We speculated that posting on anniversaries of events 

would be the most likely way to make content about things that had hap- 

pened, in some cases hundreds of years ago, go viral; information about a 

random strike in the 1800s may not seem immediately relevant, but reading 

about something that happened on this date in the past does seem to give a 

more tangible connection to the event, making it easier to relate to. 

Our hope was that these short viral posts would allow readers to 

glimpse a snapshot of these historical movements and the people who 

helped make our world what it is today. This could then both educate people 

about how we can organize ourselves to defend or improve our conditions 

and inspire people in that fight. 

The project has far surpassed our initial hopes. We now have over seven 

hundred thousand followers across our various online platforms, reaching 

an audience of over eleven million per month. People from all over the 

world have volunteered to help out and contribute, and much of our content 

has been translated into Arabic, French, Persian, Spanish, Norwegian, and 

Turkish. 

More recently, we launched a podcast to look at some of these issues in 

more detail and to speak to participants and historians of these movements, 

to dig deeper into events, what people did, and how we can apply the lessons 

of those struggles today. 

How to Read This Book 

This book is a curated selection of some of the texts from our archive: two 

for each day of the year, many of which have never appeared online. 

For this work we have decided to focus on historical events rather 

than individuals. As such, we have omitted the birth and death dates of 

the people who have been involved in various movements, unless their 

death was of particular historical note in itself—for example, if they were 

assassinated. 

This book does not pretend to be comprehensive. We do not claim to 

recount every movement or incident of importance to our collective history 

of struggle. We do not have the space in this volume to even approach such 

a task. 

We have attempted to present a diverse range of historical events, but 

due to our locations, primarily the UK and the US, the languages we speak, 

and the nature and biases of sources available to us, there is, unfortunately 
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but unavoidably, a bias in the events toward the European languages of 

English, Spanish, French, and Italian and toward countries with colonial 

relationships with those languages. 

We have written it so that it can be read in any order. You don't have 

to read from January 1, you can start out with any date—today’s date, your 

birthday, an anniversary—and just dip in and out as you see fit. The only 

slight issue here could be that we only explain particular organizations 

and concepts the first time they are mentioned, so reading nonsequentially 

would require a basic knowledge of political terminology. 

We use dates in the standard current calendar, so, for example, dates 

in the Russian Old Style calendar have been converted. Dates are given in 

the country where the events occurred (which sometimes might have been 

reported as a different date in countries in different time zones). 

Our articles are intended to give a brief snapshot of the people and 

movements that have helped improve our world. We dont claim to tell the 

full story of any of the historical events addressed herein, and we do encour- 

age people to learn more about the stories that interest them. We provide 

sources and further reading for each date in the references section at the 

back of the book. 

In cases when there are Working Class History podcast episodes avail- 

able where readers can learn more, we highlight this with @® where the 

number indicates the number of the relevant episode(s). 

To listen to podcast episodes, find them at workingclasshistory.com/ 

podcast. Alternatively, you can listen to them on all major podcast apps 

(like Apple Podcasts, Google Play, or Spotify) by searching for Working Class 

History. 

We have made every effort to be as accurate as possible. However, given 

the scope of this text it seems likely that at least one error might have 

slipped through the cracks of our fact-checking and proofreading processes. 

If this is the case, we apologize. We also recognize that the understanding 

of historical events changes over time as more evidence comes to light. So if 

you do spot any errors or notice anything that has been superseded by new 

evidence, please do get in touch to let us know about it, so we can make any 

corrections in our archive and in future editions of this book. 

Finally, the history of those without money and power, ie., the vast 

majority of us, often goes unwritten. So if you have a story for us, or if you 

would like to help us record and publicize our collective history of resistance, 

please get in touch. 



WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

Email: info@workingclasshistory.com 

Instagram: @workingclasshistory 

Twitter: @wrkclasshistory 

Facebook: facebook.com/workingclasshistory 

Content note: due to the disturbing nature of much people's history, many of 

our entries include descriptions of violence, racism, genocide, homophobia, 

torture, and death, and some of them include mentions of sexual violence. 
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yy January 1, 1804 Haiti became an independent republic, following a 

revolution that had begun thirteen years earlier as a rebellion against 

slavery and French colonialism. 

Previously known as Saint-Domingue, it was the most profitable colony 

in the world, generating greater revenue than all of the continental North 

American colonies combined. This immense wealth was generated by the 

sweat and blood of enslaved Africans who were being worked to death in 

their tens of thousands on coffee and sugar plantations. 

On August 22, 1791, shortly after the French Revolution, which espoused 

the ideals of “liberty, equality, and fraternity,” a slave rebellion erupted, 

demanding that those ideals be realized and slavery and colonialism be abol- 

ished. Over the coming years, the rebels successfully defeated the combined 

armies of the world’s biggest colonial powers: France, Spain, and Britain. 

The 1804 declaration of independence abolished the colony of Saint- 

Domingue and reinstated the Indigenous Taino name of Hayti. Europe and 

the US promptly embargoed the fledgling republic, causing it severe eco- 

nomic hardship. 

In 1825, France finally agreed to recognize Haiti's independence, pro- 

vided it compensate former slaveowners to the tune of 150 million gold 

francs ($21 billion today)—a ransom that deeply impoverished the state and 

was not fully repaid until 1947. The United States only recognized Haiti's 

independence in 1862. This, however, did not prevent the United States from 

invading and occupying Haiti in 1915. 

January 1, 1994 The Zapatista uprising began, with Indigenous people 

in Chiapas, Mexico, rising up and taking control of their communities, 

Zapatista women, 2018 (Courtesy Global Justice Now Flickr, CC by SA 2.0 https://www.flickr.com/ 

photos/wdm/41047778152) 
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redistributing power and organizing new, directly democratic ways of 

running society. Despite state repression, violence, and massacres, their 

movement of around three hundred thousand people remains self-man- 

aged to this day. 

January 2, 1858 and 1904 US troops in two warships landed in Uruguay 

to protect US-owned property during a revolution in Montevideo. 

They departed on January 27, 1858. 

On the same date, just under half a century later, in 1904, US and British 

naval forces intervened in the Dominican Republic, again to protect US 

interests during a revolution, remaining until February 11. 

January 2, 1920 The second Palmer 

raids began. The raids were an 

attempt by the US Department of 

Justice to arrest and deport for- 

eign-born radical workers and left- 

ists, especially anarchists. Between 

three and ten thousand people 

were arrested and held without 

trial, most of them US citizens. 

The majority of those arrested 
were released without charge, but Radicals awaiting deportation on Ellis 

Island, January 3, 1920 (Courtesy Corbis Images 
more than five hundred foreign for Education/Wikimedia Commons) 

citizens were eventually deported. 

January 3, 1913 The Little Falls textile strike in New York ended when 

the workforce of predominantly migrant women organized in the 

revolutionary Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW; aka Wobblies) 

won their demands. They had walked out on October 9, and in the face of 

violent police repression, the workers held firm and achieved a reduction in 

weekly working hours from sixty to fifty-four, with no loss of pay. @® 6,16 

January 3, 1966 Military veteran and civil rights activist 

Sammy Younge Jr. was murdered in Alabama. He was 

the first Black college student to be killed for involve- 

ment in the civil rights movement. Younge was shot by 

Sammy Younge Jr. enlistment photograph, 1964 (Courtesy United 
States Navy/Wikimedia Commons) 
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a gas station attendant in Macon County for trying to use the “whites-only’” 

restroom. Following mass protests, the killer was indicted in November of 

that year but was later acquitted by an all-white jury. 

January 4, 1917 A ten-day strike of wharf workers started in Guyana. 

As a consequence of World War I, the prices of foodstuffs and other 

commodities rose, while wages remained the same. Against a background 

of labor unrest due to deteriorating living conditions, the wharf workers 

won an increase in wages and a shorter workweek and sparked a national 

wave of strikes. 

January 4, 1938 Four to five hundred workers at the Serge Island Estate 

in Saint Thomas, Jamaica, forced a general work stoppage on the farm. 

They were demanding pay increases before they would start reaping crops. 

Police sent in by British colonial authorities took steps to break the strike, 

arresting sixty-three workers and trying them over three days beginning 

on January 13. Three “ringleaders” were given one-month prison sentences, 

with hard labor, eighteen were fined, and the others were discharged. 

January 5, 1939 Lithuanian-Jewish anti-fascist and Spanish Civil War 

fighter Samuel Kaplan was transferred by Communist Party authori- 

ties to the Montjuich prison in Barcelona. He had been held without charge 

since February of the previous year. Kaplan had travelled to Spain to help 

Republican forces resist the coup attempt by General Francisco Franco's 

nationalist and fascist forces. 

Having previously been imprisoned for his political activities both by 

the Soviet Union and by Nazi Germany in the Dachau concentration camp, 

which he escaped, he described his treatment by his Republican “allies” as 

the worst he had ever suffered. He had even taken part in a hunger strike 

with several other anti-fascist prisoners. 

We thought that nothing more had been heard from him after nation- 

alist forces took over the city on January 21, until his son, a reader of the 

Working Class History Facebook page, got in touch and informed us that 

Samuel Kaplan had escaped once again, eventually fleeing to Mexico, where 

he lived out the rest of his days. ® 39-40 

January 5, 1960 Anti-fascist guerrilla Francesc Sabaté Llopart—"El Quico’— 

was assassinated by police in Catalonia. He fought against the nationalists in 

the Spanish Civil War, then fought with the French resistance during World 
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War II, after which he joined the underground resistance in Spain, becoming 

its most celebrated and longest-serving fighter, before he was killed. 

January 6, 1945 Four women were 

hanged in the Auschwitz concen- 

tration camp for their role in a prisoner 

rebellion the previous October. Ala 

Gertner had stolen gunpowder from the 

munitions factory where she was an 

enslaved laborer, which she provided to 

underground resistance member Roza 

Robota, who delivered it to Soviet Jewish 

detainees, who built bombs for the rebel- 

lion. Estusia Wajcblum and Regina 

Safirsztajn had also been involved and 

were also executed. Hanged publicly in 

front of the other women prisoners, aja Gertner, 1943 (Courtesy Wikimedia 

Robota appealed to them from the Commons) 

gallows: “Be strong and be brave.” 

January 6, 2005 Local residents of Bayview, in Durban, South Africa, suc- 

cessfully fought off a local government water disconnection team. This was 

especially brave given that a council security team had previously murdered 

a teenage boy, Marcel King, elsewhere in the city, when he attempted to 

help his mother during a disconnection of her electricity. The council, run 

by the African National Congress (ANC), said that they would be back with 

greater force. 

Since being elected in 1994, the ANC had pursued a neoliberal agenda 

and disconnected the water supply to over one million homes, while thou- 

sands of people continued to die each year from diarrhea, mostly caused by 

unsafe water. 

January 7, 1913 A strike for a maximum eight-hour workday began in 

7 Peru after workers rejected proposals from employers. In El Callao, 

there was a total stoppage of industry, as gasworkers, mill workers, typog- 

raphers, bakers, and other unionized workers went out on strike. 

January 7, 1919 The series of events known in Argentina as the Tragic Week 

began. Maritime workers at the port of Buenos Aires voted to strike for 
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better pay and shorter hours, while police at the nearby British-owned 

Vasena plant attacked striking metalworkers, killing five and wounding 

twenty. Over the next few days, strikes spread through the city, with riots 

breaking out and workers seizing arms. 

Meanwhile, police and soldiers fought workers, and right-wing mobs 

launched pogroms, attacking Jewish areas and beating and murdering 

Jews, whom the anti-Semites associated with anarchists and communists. 

In crushing the rebellion, troops killed between one hundred and seven 

hundred people, injured four hundred to two thousand, and imprisoned 

over fifty thousand. 

January 8, 1811 Possibly the biggest slave uprising in United States 

history took place on the Louisiana coast. Hundreds of enslaved 

people attacked their masters, then marched toward New Orleans, carrying 

banners, drums, and farm tools as weapons. They burned plantations and 

recruited more rebels on their way, and, despite their lack of firearms, they 

fought the local militia. Their advance was eventually stopped when a 

second brigade arrived from Baton Rouge. 

January 8, 1896 The world’s first explicitly anarchist-feminist newspaper, La 

Voz de la Mujer (Womans Voice), was published in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

It advocated class struggle, women’s liberation, and sexual freedom. 

January 9, 1907 In Rio Blanco, Mexico, the army finally crushed a labor 

rebellion by striking textile workers demanding better pay, shorter 

working hours, and improved working conditions. Two hundred workers 

were killed, 400 were arrested, and 1,500 were fired. 

January 9, 1973 In Durban, South Africa, workers at the Coronation Brick 

and Tile factory went out on strike. By the end of March, close to one 

hundred thousand mainly Black African workers, approximately half the 

entire Black African workforce in Durban, were on strike. The Coronation 

workers and many others ended up winning pay increases. 

January 10, 1918 Two hundred housewives marched through working 

class districts of Barcelona calling textile workers, most of whom 

were women, out on strike against the high cost of living. Strikes, demon- 

strations, and attacks on shops and coal yards continued even after a new 

military governor declared a state of siege and suspended civil rights. 
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January 10, 1966 The home of biracial voting rights activist Vernon Dahmer 

was firebombed by the Ku Klux Klan in Mississippi. While he managed to 

save his wife and child, he died from severe burns and smoke inhalation the 

following day. He had offered to pay the poll tax for anyone who could not 

afford to register to vote, which would have helped more Black people vote. 

January 11, 1912 The Lawrence strike, also known as the Bread and 

Roses strike, broke out. Polish women working in cotton mills in New 

England noticed their pay had been reduced and stopped their looms, 

leaving the mill shouting “Short pay!” Other workers, mostly women and 

girls, also walked out, and within a week twenty thousand were out. Despite 

savage repression, they held out until mid-March and won all of their 

demands, which were also then granted by other employers who wanted to 

avoid similar strikes. 

The popular name for the strike came from a line in a speech by social- 

ist Rose Schneiderman: “The worker must have bread, but she must have 

roses too.” Young girls began inscribing the demand on their banners in 

Lawrence. 

Lawrence strikers marching in the city, 1912 (Courtesy Lawrence History Center Photograph 
Collection/Wikimedia Commons) 
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January 11, 1998 Twenty-four thousand villagers in India occupied the pro- 

posed site for the construction of a Narmada River dam. They successfully 

blocked the project, which would have displaced 320,000 people. 

January 12, 1922 After shipping companies refused to increase salaries 

by 40 percent, seamen from Hong Kong and Canton (now Guangzhou) 

went on strike for higher wages. Led by the Seamen's Union, the strike 

quickly garnered over thirty thousand participants, greatly disrupting eve- 

ryday life and food shipments to Hong Kong. Though the strike was declared 

illegal by the British colonial government, negotiations took place after 

fifty-two days, with employers capitulating on March 5, 1922, and agreeing 

to wage increases of 15 to 30 percent. 

January 12, 1964 The Zanzibar Revolution occurred when the Black African 

majority overthrew the ruling sultan. The rebellion ended two hundred 

years of often racist Arab minority rule—which had been preserved and 

strengthened during the island's occupation by Britain—which had ended 

the previous year. Ethnic reprisals began against Arab and South Asian 

civilians, with hundreds, possibly thousands, killed, despite the presence of 

British troops nearby. British military forces were, however, only to be used 

if a left-wing party took power, which did not happen. 

January 13, 1943 Nineteen-year-old Ukrainian anti-Nazi resistance 

fighter Ulyana Matveevna Gromova was executed by German forces. 

Arrested three days earlier, she endured brutal torture as the Nazis tried to 

force her to disclose the names of her comrades. They beat her, whipped her 

with metal, burned her with hot irons, flayed and mutilated her, tore out her 

hair, and rubbed salt in her wounds, but she refused to betray her comrades. 

She also raised the spirits of her fellow detainees by reciting poetry. 

January 13, 1947 Fifteen thousand workers declared a general strike in 

Mombasa, Kenya, then part of the British Empire, with numerous grievances, 

in particular at wage differentials between Black and non-Black workers. 

Railway workers, dockers, domestic servants, hotel workers, and many others 

walked out. The government declared the strike illegal, but three-quarters of 

the workforce participated in it anyway, bringing Mombasa to a standstill. 

The strike lasted twelve days, until a tribunal was formed that awarded pay 

increases of as much as 20 to 40 percent, as well as numerous other improve- 

ments, including paid overtime, paid vacation, and housing allowances. 
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January 14, 1929 At Port Adelaide, Australia, six hundred striking 

union dockworkers rushed the Mareeba steamship, which was filled 

with scab workers (i.e., strikebreaking, nonunion replacement workers). 

Strikebreakers and police fought the workers, who retaliated with stones, 

injuring some thirty scabs. One of the scabs pulled out a revolver and began 

shooting into the crowd. He was not arrested by police. The events were part 

of a protracted dispute over working conditions and unionization at the port. 

January 14, 1930 Albrecht “Ali” Hohler, a gangster and militant in the German 

Communist Party's paramilitary organization the Roter Frontkampferbund 

(League of Red Front Fighters) shot Horst Wessel, leader of Berlin's Nazi SA 

(Sturmabteilung; storm troopers). Wessel was made into a martyr by the 

Nazis, while Hohler was sentenced to six years in prison, only to be dragged 

out and killed when the Nazis came to power. 

January 15, 1919 Revolutionary socialists 

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht 

were murdered in Berlin by the right-wing para- 

military Freikorps, who were acting on the 

orders of the Sozialdemokratische Partei 

Deutschlands (Social Democratic Party of 

Germany; SPD). Luxemburg and Liebknecht had 5 

played an important part in the German pocatuxem ure 1800 
Revolution of 1918-1919. (Courtesy Wikimedia Commons) 

January 15, 1934 The popular UK tabloid the Daily Mail published an article 

titled “Hurrah for the Blackshirts!” in support of Oswald Mosley’s fascist 

movement. The article was written by Viscount Rothermere, whose family 

still owns the Mail. The newspaper continues to be one of the most right- 

wing British tabloids, publishing false and misleading articles about anti- 

fascists and others. 

January 16, 1973 Students at the University of Sussex initiated a rent 

strike against the government's plans to cut student grants. They 

would be joined by students from around the UK, with forty-four universi- 

ties taking part in rent strikes by the end of February. 

January 16, 1997 Indian trade union leader Dutta Samant was assassinated. 

Famously, he was a key organizer during the massive textile workers’ strike 
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in Mumbai in 1982. He was shot seventeen times by four gunmen believed 

to be contract killers connected to the criminal underworld. 

Patrice Lumumba in Brussels, 1960 (Photo by Behrens, Herbert/Anefo, courtesy Nationaal 
Archief) 

WA January 17, 1961 Patrice Lumumba, the first democratically elected 

; prime minister of Congo, which had gained its independence from 

Belgium the previous year, was murdered following a coup backed by the 

US and Belgium. Initially the CIA had intended to assassinate the socialist 

independence leader, but instead he and two colleagues were arrested, bru- 

tally beaten, tortured, and then shot. Belgian troops then dug up the bodies, 

dismembered them, and dissolved them in sulfuric acid, grinding what was 

left into powder and scattering it. 

January 17,1969 Bunchy Carter and John Huggins, two members of the 

revolutionary Black Panther Party, were murdered by a member of the 

US Organization, a Black nationalist group that was being manipulated by 
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the FBI as part of its COINTELPRO program, with the intention of causing 

deadly division. 

January 18, 1958 The Battle of Hayes Pond took place near Maxton, 

North Carolina, with Native Americans routing a Ku Klux Klan rally. 

The Klan, which considered the local Lumbee tribe as a “mongrel” race of 

“half n Ss, were unhappy with interracial relationships involving white 

men and thought that due to their small numbers and marginalized status 

the Lumbee would be an easy target. 

Klan members began by burning a cross on the lawn of a Lumbee 

woman who was dating a white man. Their activities escalated and culmi- 

nated in a rally on January 18 that was intended to end “race mixing” once 

and for all. The Klan declared that five thousand people would attend. 

On the day, they only ; ) 

mustered around fifty Klan 

members and one hundred 

other white supremacists, 

while five hundred Lumbee, 

led by World War II veterans 

and armed with shotguns, 

clubs, and rocks turned out 

to oppose them. The Native 

Americans opened fire and 

attacked, slightly wound- 

ing four Klansmen, who Lumbee residents confront white supremacists at 
; Hayes Pond (Photo by Bill Shaw, courtesy State Archives 

returned fire but failed to of North Carolina/Wikimedia Commons) 

hit anyone. The KKK were 

totally defeated and forced to flee. The Lumbee seized their audio equip- 

ment and burned their Klan outfits and banners on a makeshift bonfire 

until police arrived and teargassed the revelers. 

In the wake of the incident, public sentiment swung against the KKK, 

and the local leader was later convicted for incitement to riot and jailed for 

two years. The humiliation ended Klan activity in the local area, and the 

incident is celebrated each year as a Lumbee holiday. 

January 18, 1977 Workers and poor people across Egypt rose up against the 

ending of state subsidies for basic goods. Despite the government killing 

hundreds of people, strikes, demonstrations, and riots forced authorities 

to back down in just two days. 
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January 19, 1915 The Roosevelt massacre took place in New Jersey 

when sheriff's deputies in the pay of fertilizer bosses opened fire on 

a crowd of unarmed striking workers, killing two and injuring eighteen. The 

workers were fighting to reverse a 20 percent pay cut. It is likely that those 

killed were Alessandro Tessitore, twenty-eight, and Kalman Batyi, thirty- 

eight. The deputies were gunmen for a private detective agency hired to 

help break the strike. Despite the murders, the workers held firm and suc- 

cessfully overturned the pay cut. Although unusual in the case of US labor 

massacres, a number of the deputies were arrested, and nine were later 

convicted of manslaughter and jailed for two to ten years. 

January 19, 1984 Protests began in the Rif area of northern Morocco against 

the introduction of baccalaureate subscription fees in public schools man- 

dated by a structural adjustment program imposed by the International 

Monetary Fund. Students were joined by workers and the unemployed in 

days of protests that were met by savage repression from the regime of 

Hassan II, who described the poor people of the Rif as awbash—savages or 

scum. Troops killed and jailed hundreds to suppress the movement. 

January 20, 1900 Health officials in Honolulu, Hawaii, battling a plague 

epidemic attempted to conduct controlled burnings of homes and 

businesses in Chinatown, which quickly got out of control. The fire acciden- 

tally set light to the wooden roof of the old Kaumakapili Church, then con- 

tinued to spread for seventeen days, devastating a thirty-eight-acre area that 

included four thousand homes of mostly Chinese and Japanese residents. 

Authorities disregarded evidence that rats spread the disease and 

instead scapegoated Asian residents for an outbreak of bubonic plague that 

had killed a Chinese bookkeeper. They based their tactics not on science 

but on racist stereotypes about Chinese homes being dirty and set up a 

cordon sanitaire, effectively quarantining people of Asian descent in the 

city for weeks. 

Their possessions were thrown into the street, their homes sprayed 

with carbolic acid, and they were forced to shower in public in mass, make- 

shift cleaning stations. Officials then began burning the homes of Chinese 

and Japanese people. 

When the January fire first started spreading out of control, residents 

fleeing for their lives were turned back by the National Guard, backed up by 

white vigilantes. Eventually a single exit in the cordon was opened to allow 

people to escape the fire. 
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The Honolulu Advertiser declared that “intelligent Anglo-Saxon 

methods’ had been employed to combat a “disease wafted to these shores 

from Asiatic countries.” Another local paper celebrated the fire for suppos- 

edly eradicating the plague, while also clearing valuable real estate. After 

the fire, many of the residents made homeless were never able to return to 

the area, and its demographics were permanently altered. 

January 20, 1964 A battalion of around 1,350 troops in Tanzania (then 

Tanganyika) mutinied to protest against low pay and the fact that they were 

still commanded by British officers, despite having gained independence 

two years previously. The rebellion spread to a further battalion the next 

day, as rebels took European officers hostage and gained control of key loca- 

tions in Dar es Salaam, including the radio station, airport, and telegraph 

office. Looting also broke out. 

Trade unions planned to launch a general strike on January 26, but, 

on January 25, the government of the socialist independence leader Julius 

Nyerere requested British troops to help suppress the revolt. The next 

day, British commandos arrived and attacked the mutineers, killing three 

soldiers and arresting hundreds more, while police arrested two hundred 

people, including several union leaders and the general secretary of the 

Tanganyika Federation of Labour (TFL). Nyerere's government subsequently 

broke up the TFL, replacing it with a state-run “union,” whose role was to 

support government policies. 

Mutinies with similar demands also broke out in Uganda and Kenya, 

with the new anti-colonial leaders in these countries also requesting assis- 

tance from British forces to suppress them. 

January 21, 1921 Striking workers in Santa Cruz, Argentina, seized the 

La Anita and La Primavera ranches, taking their owners and the 

deputy police commissioner hostage. The strikers, mostly wool workers and 

rural laborers, were demanding better pay and conditions, including 

Saturdays off, better food, and a pack of candles per month each. 

The workers had organized themselves into columns and were march- 

ing from workplace to workplace, seizing food and weapons. Subsequently, 

some clashes took place with police, but after the arrival of the army, the 

workers agreed to give up their weapons and release their hostages in return 

for most of their demands being met. 

However, later that year, authorities raided union offices, and when 

workers launched a general strike in response, a colonel named Héctor 
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Benigno Varela arrived with two hundred troops and set about trying to 

crush the strike with brute force. By January 1922, as many as 1,500 workers 

had been killed. 

January 21, 1946 The largest strike in United States history, in terms of 

number of participants, took place, with 750,000 steelworkers going on 

strike, as part of a massive strike wave in the wake of World War II. 

January 22, 1826 Members of the Acjachemen Nation, who were field 

hands at Mission San Juan Capistrano, in California, refused to work, 

engaging in what may have been the first farmworker strike in the state, 

then part of Mexico. Over one hundred workers gathered, rose in rebellion, 

and demanded that the local padre (priest) be placed in the stocks. They 

reportedly insulted the local captain of the guard and threatened to put him 

in the stocks if he failed to do so. 

There had been a long history of Native American resistance to the 

missions and other colonizers before this point, so this may just be the first 

reported work stoppage. 

January 22, 1969 Black workers at the Eldon Chrysler plant in Detroit 

marched on the United Auto Workers union (UAW) with a list of griev- 

ances. The workers had formed the Eldon Revolutionary Union Movement 

(ELRUM) and called a strike the next day, keeping out two-thirds of the 

workforce. The company retaliated by firing and disciplining dozens of mili- 

tants. ELRUM was able to rebuild its presence at the plant over the follow- 

ing year, nonetheless. (@) 12 

January 23, 1913 Ten thousand 

clothing workers went on 

strike in Rochester, New York, for the 

eight-hour day, a 10 percent wage 

increase, union recognition, and extra 

pay for overtime and holidays. Six 

people were injured over the course : 

of the strike, and one worker, eight- Garment workers on strike, Rochester, 
een-year-old Ida Braiman, was shot to 1913 (Courtesy Albert R Stone Collection/ 

death by asweatshop contractor. The Spee ormORS 

strike was called off in April when manufacturers agreed not to discrimi- 

nate against workers for joining a union. 

STRIKING 
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January 23, 1982 All Formula One Grand Prix drivers except two went on 

strike, barricading themselves in aroom to protest against new “superlicense” 

conditions. The new licenses would tie drivers to three-year contracts and, 

worse, would forbid any criticism of their governing body, the Fédération 

Internationale de [Automobile (FIA), with a penalty of a lifetime ban if a 

driver did so. The drivers were fined, but the new licenses were withdrawn. 

January 24, 1964 Kenyan independence leader and prime minister 

Jomo Kenyatta invited British colonial troops to put down a mutiny 

of soldiers who were conducting a sit-down protest against low pay and the 

continued presence of British officers in the Kenyan military. A US destroyer 

also rushed to the area to back up UK forces. In the repression, one African 

soldier was killed, and one soldier and one passerby were injured. It was the 

third such rebellion that week in East Africa. 

January 24, 1977 Nine left-wing lawyers were shot in an attack by fascists 

in Madrid, in what is known as the Atocha massacre. The fascists entered 

the offices of the Comisiones Obreras union (Workers Commissions; CCOO) 

with machine guns looking for a communist transport strike organizer. 

When they didn't find him, they shot a lawyer, and then lined eight others 

up against a wall and shot them as well, killing five and seriously wounding 

the others, including a pregnant woman. 

Elsewhere in the city, on that same day, twenty-one-year-old student 

Maria Luz Najera Julian was killed by police during a demonstration against 

the fascist murder of left-wing bricklayer Arturo Ruiz the previous day, at 

a demonstration calling for the release of political prisoners. Police let his 

attackers escape and instead charged Ruiz's fellow demonstrators. 

January 25, 1911 Kanno Sugako, a Japanese anar- 

chist feminist, was executed for her part in a plot to 

assassinate the emperor. She remains the only woman to 

be executed in Japan for treason. Radicalized at the age of 

fourteen, after being raped, in addition to being a pioneer- 

ing feminist, she was one of Japan's first female journal- 

ists and a prolific writer of fiction and nonfiction. She was 

inspired by Sophia Perovskaya, who helped assassinate im 

the Russian czar. ee ete) 

Sugako admitted her guilt in the plot, as did her half wikimedia 

a dozen or so coconspirators. Nonetheless, twenty-four ©™79ns) 
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anarchists, most of whom were innocent, were sentenced to death, which 

enraged Sugako. In her prison diary she wrote: “Needless to say, I was pre- 

pared for the death sentence. My only concern day and night was to see as 

many of my... fellow defendants saved as possible. ... 1 am convinced our 

sacrifice is not in vain. It will bear fruit in the future. I am confident that 

because I firmly believe my death will serve a valuable purpose I will be 

able to maintain my self-respect until the last moment on the scaffold. I will 

be enveloped in the marvelously comforting thought that I am sacrificing 

myself for the cause. I believe I will be able to die a noble death without fear 

or anguish.” In her final entry she wrote of her happiness upon learning that 

twelve of her fellow defendants were reprieved, their lives thereby spared. 

January 25, 2011 The Egyptian 

Revolution began. Groups of 

young people chose the date of 

the annual Egyptian “police day” 

to protest against police brutal- 

ity. Millions of protesters took to 

the streets in an ongoing rebel- 

lion that would eventually bring 

down the government of Hosni Demonstrators praying in Tahrir Square (Photo 
by Lilian Wagdy from Flickr, CC by SA 2.0 https://www. 

Mubarak. flickr.com/photos/lilianwagdy) 

January 26, 1932 Four thousand mainly Jewish tenants in New York 

attacked police reserve forces that were trying to evict seventeen 

tenants. The mob was led by women poised on rooftops directing the action 

with megaphones and hurling missiles at police. 

January 26, 1952 The Cairo fire, or Black Saturday riots, began when protest- 

ers burned and looted hundreds of European-owned buildings in protest 

at British occupation troops killing fifty Egyptian policeman the previous 

day. The events began when airport workers refused to service four British 

planes. 

a January 27, 1918 Revolution broke out in Finland as workers took over 

2 Helsinki, with many of the country’s other large towns following in 

the next few days. The “People's Republic of Finland” instituted numerous 

far-reaching reforms, including women's suffrage, workers’ control of pro- 

duction, a maximum eight-hour workday, the abolition of the old mode of 
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land distribution, and the emancipation of domestic servants and 

farmhands. 

However, to end conflict with the Central Powers in World War I, 

Finland, along with other territories, was surrendered to Germany by the 

Russian Bolshevik government in the March 1918 Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. 

The following month counterrevolutionary White forces drowned the revo- 

lution in blood, killing thousands of workers and socialists and throwing 

tens of thousands more into internment camps. 

January 27, 1923 Anarchist miner Kurt Wilckens assassinated Argentinian 

army officer Colonel Héctor Benigno Varela, who was responsible for the 

killing of 1,500 workers in Patagonia in 1921-1922. Wilckens was arrested and 

soon murdered in prison by a former police officer smuggled in by prison 

guards. After his death an indefinite general strike broke out across the 

country. 

January 28, 1917 Carmelita Torres, a seventeen-year-old Mexican maid 

who worked in the US, refused to take the mandatory gasoline bath 

given to day laborers at the border and convinced thirty other trolley pas- 

sengers to join her. Her protest spread in what became known as the Bath 

Riots. 

Torres was one of many workers who crossed the border between 

Juarez and El Paso each day. In the name of public health, Mexican workers 

were frequently subjected to degrading and humiliating treatment. The 

workers had to strip naked, undergo a toxic gasoline bath, and have their 

clothes steamed. The stated aim of the program was to kill lice, which can 

spread typhus. However, it was not applied to everyone crossing the border: 

just working class Mexicans. 

In addition to gasoline being poisonous, it was also a deadly fire risk. 

A group of prisoners in El Paso being treated with gasoline were burned to 

death in an accidental fire. Furthermore, US health workers were secretly 

photographing naked Mexican women. 

Anger at the practice finally exploded, and within a few hours Torres 

had amassed a crowd of several thousand mostly women protesters. They 

blocked all traffic and trolleys into El Paso. They pelted immigration officers 

with rocks and bottles when they tried to disperse them, and when US and 

then Mexican troops arrived they received the same treatment. The riots 

were eventually suppressed by the soldiers, and Torres was arrested, which 

appears to have had the effect of discouraging future protests. 
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The enforced bathing and fumigation of Mexican workers with toxic 

chemicals like gasoline, and later DDT and Zyklon B, continued until the 

1950s. The use of Zyklon B at the border appealed to scientists in Nazi 

Germany, who in the late 1930s began using the agent at borders and in 

concentration camps for delousing. Notoriously, they later also used it to 

exterminate millions of people in the Holocaust. 

January 28, 1946 A massacre took place in Bulnes Square, in Santiago, Chile, 

when police fired on thousands of workers who were demonstrating against 

rising prices, killing six and injuring several others. A strike of saltpeter 

workers, protesting against an increase in prices at company grocery stores, 

had been suppressed and thousands of other workers were marching to 

support them. 

January 29, 1911 In northern Mexico, the first battle of the so-called 

Tijuana revolt occurred. A pre-dawn raid by a mix of international 

supporters of the anarchist Partido Liberal de México (Liberal Party of 

Mexico; PLM) and Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW) members 

seized the town of Mexicali, killing the jailer. The revolt, despite serious 

flaws, would spread in the border areas, peaking in May with the capture of 

the town of Tijuana. 

January 29, 1935 Workers at a sugar factory in Saint Kitts joined a strike of 

cane cutters for a pay increase that had begun the previous day. The workers 

assembled in the yard at Buckley's plantation. When they failed to disperse, 

the manager fired his gun into the crowd, injuring several workers. British 

armed police then arrived, but workers still refused to disperse, demanding 

that the manager be arrested. Instead the police opened fire on the workers, 

killing three and injuring eight. The following day, a British warship arrived, 

and marines disembarked to suppress the strike. Thirty-nine strikers were 

arrested and six jailed for two to five years. 

January 30, 1965 Former British prime minister Winston Churchill's 

funeral took place. One of its most memorable moments was when 

cranes on the London docks dipped as his funeral barge went past. It later 

emerged that the dockworkers had originally refused to dip the cranes, as 

they “didn't like” Churchill, and had to be paid extra to do it. 

While presented as a national hero today, Churchill was, in fact, hated 

by many, especially working class people, which is why he lost the 1945 
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election. A virulent racist, he supported using poison gas on civilians, sent 

troops against striking workers, and helped kill up to four million Bengalis 

in an enforced famine. 

Fas 

ourtesy Wikimedia Commons) 

January 30, 1968 The North Vietnamese military and the National Liberation 

Front (NLF) in the South launched the Tet offensive—a major operation 

against US and South Vietnamese Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) 

forces—to coincide with Vietnamese New Year. The offensive was a tacti- 

cal failure, with North Vietnamese forces and the NLF suffering massive 

casualties. However, it showed the US public that the propaganda that the 

War was nearly over and that victory for the US was close was a lie. Thus, 

it ended up being a political success for the anti-colonial forces and helped 

swing public sentiment against US involvement in the region, including 

among US troops. 10-11, 14 

January 31, 1938 Pecan shellers at the Southern Pecan Shelling 

Company in Texas went on strike against low wages. Led by firebrand 

Emma Tenayuca, the mostly Latina women workers held out for a month 

and won. 

January 31, 1957 Three hundred fifty Jewish bagel bakers in New York City 

went onstrike. At first, bagel truck drivers did not strike with them; however, 
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bakers slashed tires, hijacked trucks, stole keys, and appealed to drivers to 

join them until they agreed. They were also joined by 385 workers at the 

Pechter Baking Company. The bakers remained out for thirty-three days 

until the city’s thirty-four bakeries agreed to improved pay and benefits 

for the strikers. 
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The Greensboro Woolworth, which is now a civil rights museum, 2018 (Photo by 
bobistraveling from Flickr CC by SA 2.0 https://www.flickr.com/photos/bobistraveling/42234330014) 

February 1, 1960 Four Black college students refused to move from a 

Woolworth lunch counter when they were denied service in 

Greensboro, North Carolina. By the following September over seventy thou- 

sand people had participated in sit-ins against Jim Crow segregation laws. 

February 1, 2012 The Port Said stadium massacre occurred in Egypt, with 

dozens of people killed and hundreds injured, after fans of the Al-Masry 

football team, many of them armed with rocks and knives, attacked Al-Ahly 

fans. Eyewitnesses reported that police did nothing when the attack began 

and refused to open gates to allow people to escape. Many people believe 

that the attack was retaliation against the Ultras Ahlawy, a group of Ahly 

fans who were active in the 2011 revolution and in opposing the ruling 

Supreme Council of the Armed Forces. Numerous people were subsequently 

charged in connection with the deaths, including nine police officers. 

February 2, 1902 The first workers’ union federa- 

tion in the Philippines, the Union Obrera 

Democratica Filipina (Democratic Workers Union of 

the Philippines; UOD) was set up by Isabelo de los 

Reyes. By the following year, it had 150 member unions, 

Isabelo de los Reyes, date unknown (Courtesy Wikimedia Commons) 
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totaling twenty thousand members. The union's principles were based on 

the ideas of German communist Karl Marx and Italian anarchist Errico 

Malatesta. Reyes had spent time in Spain, where he was jailed for inciting 

strikes. He came across anarchist and Marxist ideas in prison and brought 

numerous books by the likes of Marx and Russian anarchist Mikhail 

Bakunin back to the Philippines with him. 

February 2, 1988 Four lesbians abseiled into the UK House of Lords to protest 

an ongoing debate about introducing the homophobic section 28 law, which 

would come into force that May. Section 28 of the Local Government Act 

1988 prohibited local authorities, including schools, from teaching “the 

acceptability of homosexuality as a pretended family relationship.” 

In 2017, four other lesbians climbed onto the Houses of Parliament to 

put up a blue plaque commemorating the 1988 action. 

February 3, 1988 With inflation at nearly 5 percent, 2,500 nurses across 

the UK went on strike against a pay increase offer of only 3 percent. 

Workers at car manufacturer Vauxhall and some miners joined them on 

sympathy strikes. Despite press attacks, most people supported them, and 

they won some concessions. 

February 3, 1994 Workers in Ecuador held a national general strike to protest 

against the economic policies of President Sixto Duran-Ballén's conserva- 

tive government, particularly a 71 percent increase in the price of gasoline. 

The walkout followed a general strike of students the previous day. 

fi February 4, 1899 

i Fighting broke out 

between the United States 

and the Philippine Republic 

when the US decided to take 

over the newly independent 

country. It waged a vicious 

counterinsurgency cam- 

paign and officially declared 

victory in 1902, although 

many citizens continued to 

battle the occupiers for 
Philippines casualties on the first day of the war 

several years thereafter. (Courtesy US Army/Wikimedia Commons) 
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February 4, 1924 Around 175 Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW) 

members took on the Ku Klux Klan, patrolling the streets of Greenville, 

Maine, after the KKK tried to intimidate IWW organizers. “We are going to 

stick, and if the Klan wants to start something, the IWW are going to finish 

it,” declared Bob Pease, a local Wobbly, who also alleged that the Klan were 

in the pay of the lumber industry in which the IWW was active. 

February 5, 1885 King 

Leopold of Belgium 

declared his new colony the 

Congo Free State. What fol- 

lowed was one of the most hor- 

rific examples of European 

colonialism. The regime began 

the ruthless exploitation of the 

local population, forcing them Nsala, a Congolese man, looks at the severed 
hand and foot of his five-year-old daughter, 

to extract natural resources, whowas mutilated and eaten by militia, 1904 
particularly rubber, which (Courtesy Wikimedia Commons) 

were shipped back to Belgium. Eight to ten million Africans were killed, with 

many more mutilated, for acts as minor as failing to hit production targets. 

February 5, 1981 The 240 mostly women workers at the Lee Jeans factory 

in Greenock, Scotland, occupied their workplace when they learned that 

it was due to be closed and production moved elsewhere. They barricaded 

the doors with chairs, and two of them climbed onto the roof and down 

a drainpipe to buy 240 portions of fish and chips and Irn Bru (a popular 

Scottish carbonated soft drink). They kept up the occupation for seven 

months, until management caved in and agreed to a buyout, securing jobs 

for the 140 workers still occupying the plant. 

February 6, 1916 The Cabaret Voltaire nightclub opened in Zurich, 

Switzerland. Often described as “history's wildest nightclub,” it was 

the spiritual home of the anarchic Dada art movement, formed by radical 

artists revolted by the capitalist carnage of World War I. 

February 6, 1919 The Seattle general strike, perhaps the most spectacular 

strike in US history, began. Nearly one hundred thousand downed tools 

in support of striking shipyard workers, but, more importantly, they then 

elected a general strike committee and began running the city and essential 
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services themselves. While the shipyard workers did not get their pay 

increase, the five-day general strike was a historic and successful experi- 

ment that demonstrated that workers could run society themselves. 

On the same day, workers in Butte, Montana, responded to a dollar per 

day wage cut by launching their own general strike. To prevent disunity, 

workers formed a Workers’ and Soldiers’ Council to conduct the strike. 

February 7, 1919 Construction union activists representing 75,000 

members in Essex, New Jersey, voted to strike in the event of alcohol 

prohibition coming into force on July 1. Two days later, it was reported that 

200,000 workers in New York City also voted to strike, with a further 150,000 

due to vote over the following two weeks. New York unions received letters 

from union branches in LA, Cincinnati, Seattle, San Francisco, Chicago, Saint 

Louis, Kansas City, Milwaukee, and elsewhere. Workers who supported the 

movement wore pins that declared: “No beer, no work.” However, union 

leaders called off the action the following month, stating it would have 

made them “look ridiculous.” 

y 

February 7, 1974 Grenada achieved independence from Britain, following a 

turbulent period of civil unrest, including a nationwide general strike pro- 

testing against police and paramilitary brutality, among other things, which 

had been ongoing since January 1. 

February 8, 1517 Hernandez de Cordoba set sail with three ships from 

Cuba heading west to explore the shores of southern Mexico in search 

of Indigenous people to enslave and use as forced labor in mines. He was 

defeated by the Maya and forced to retreat, dying from his wounds shortly 

after returning to Cuba. 

February 8, 1968 The Orangeburg massacre took place when police opened 

fire on Black South Carolina State students protesting at a segregated 

bowling alley, killing three and wounding twenty-seven. The incident is 

much less well-known than the May 5, 1970, killing of white students at 

Kent State. 

February 9, 1912 A group of women workers in Gundry’s net and rope 

factory in Bridgeport, Dorset, staged a wildcat strike over pay and 

conditions. They walked around the town singing suffragette songs and 

collecting money for a strike fund. They refused arbitration from the local 
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MP, returning to work the following week when a London trade union offi- 

cial signed them up and settled the dispute. 

February 9, 1995 The Mexican government called off the peace process with 

Zapatista rebels and invaded their Chiapas strongholds after an adviser to 

the US Chase Manhattan Bank demanded that the government take action. 

A secret Chase memo, which was leaked, stated: “While Chiapas, in our 

opinion, does not pose a fundamental threat to Mexican political stability, 

it is perceived to be so by many in the investment community. The govern- 

ment will need to eliminate the Zapatistas to demonstrate their effective 

control of the national territory and of security policy.” The memo went on 

to say that the governing party should “consider carefully whether or not 

to allow opposition victories if fairly won at the ballot box.” However, the 

autonomous Zapatista communities held out. 

February 10, 1960 The sit-ins that had been sweeping North Carolina 

arrived in Raleigh. Black students demonstrated against whites-only 

lunch counters at drugstores across the city. The drugstores responded by 

closing the counters. 

February 10, 1979 Striking lettuce grower Rufino Contreras was killed by a 

foreman in California. Four thousand three hundred workers, mostly organ- 

ized in the United Farm Workers (UFW) union, were on strike in Imperial 

Valley in a violent dispute. Authorities declined to prosecute the murderer, 

citing insufficient evidence. 

February 11, 1967 A protest against police repression was held outside 

the LGBT+ Black Cat Tavern in Los Angeles. It was part of a series of 

demonstrations against police raids and harassment of countercultural 

young people held that night around the city. 

The Black Cat was chosen as the location of one of the protests because 

it had been the site of a violent police raid on January 1, with police attack- 

ing customers, arresting fourteen for same-sex kissing. The protest was 

endorsed by gay rights group PRIDE (Personal Rights in Defense and 

Education), which was formed the previous year. This may have been the 

first use of the term pride in the LGBT+ rights movement. 

February 11, 2004 Eighty unemployed workers looted a supermarket in the 

town of Levoéa, Slovakia, kickstarting a militant wave of protest against 
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sweeping benefit cuts, primarily by Roma people, that ended up winning 

better conditions for all unemployed people. 

February 12, 1920 The first strike organized by women in Colombia 

took place at the textile factory in Bello, Antioquia. Some four hundred 

women walked out demanding equal pay with men, an end to sexual harass- 

ment by managers, the abolition of fines for sick leave, reduced surveillance 

and searches of workers, and that salaries be paid directly to women 

workers rather than to their fathers or husbands. 

Key organizers included Teresa Tamayo, Adelina Gonzalez, Carmen 

Agudelo, Teresa Piedrahita, Matilde Montoya, and Betsabé Espinoza. Most 

male workers at the factory crossed the picket lines, and police tried to break 

the strike. But the women, who had widespread public support and received 

donations from other workers, especially in Medellin, held firm. 

On March 4, the women won most of their demands, including a 40 

percent pay increase, reduced working hours, better health and safety, 

and the abolition of fines, as well as the dismissal of a number of abusive 

managers. 

February 12, 1978 In Aotearoa/New Zealand 250 

members of the Maori Tainui Awhiro tribe and its 

allies occupied the Raglan Golf Course, prevent- 

ing games from being played. The course had been 

built on the site of an Indigenous burial ground 

that was seized by the government during World 

War I. Eventually, the tribal occupants were evicted, 

their homes and graves destroyed, and the land 

sold to private developers. 

Eva Rickard, a member of both the golf club 

and the tribe, was a key organizer of protests, 

which began in 1972, when the club planned to Eva Rickard, 1979 (Photo 
, courtesy Nambassa Trust 

expand and destroy more burial grounds. At the and Peter Terry, www. 

occupation, Tainui Awhiro religious leaders held a 2bassa.com Wikimedia 
Le Commons) 

ceremony and danced a traditional haka welcome. 

By the afternoon, the police began making arrests. They violently arrested 

Rickard, permanently injuring her wrist, and seventeen others. In response, 

a prominent member of the Te Matakite tribe, Ben Matthews, played around 

of golf on parliament's front lawn in front of television cameras. Eventually, 

the prime minister phoned Rickard and offered to sell the land back to the 
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tribe, but Rickard rejected the offer, arguing that the government never paid 

for the land in the first place. 

Direct action by M€aori people continued until 1983, when the govern- 

ment gave in and returned the land, which is now home to a community 

center open to all. 

February 13, 1913 

Eighty-two-year-old 

labor activist Mother Jones 

was arrested in Charleston, 

West Virginia, after martial 

law was declared to suppress 

acoal miners’ strike. She was 

charged with inciting a riot— 

reportedly for attempting to 

read the Declaration of 

Independence—and conspir- 

acy to commit murder. Tried 

and convicted in a military 

court, she was sentenced to 

twenty years in prison. Jones declared: “Whatever I have done in West 

Virginia ... I have done it all over the United States. And when I get out, I 

will do it again.” She was released and pardoned after serving eighty-five 

days. She had, however, contracted pneumonia in prison. 

Mother Jones, 1924 (Courtesy of the Library of 
Congress) 

February 13, 1951 Aotearoa/New Zealand's biggest ever industrial dispute 

began when dockworkers started an overtime ban, demanding the same 

15 percent pay increase that all industrial workers had just been awarded. 

Waterside workers had only been offered a 9 percent pay increase by the 

mostly British-owned shipping companies. 

The employers responded by locking out the workers, and the gov- 

ernment backed them up by introducing emergency laws, deploying the 

army and navy to work as scabs, and deregistering the Waterside Workers’ 

Federation (WWE). The national umbrella union group, the Federation of 

Labour, supported the government, and the opposition Labour Party also 

failed to support the Waterside workers. 

Despite all the forces ranged against them, up to twenty thousand 

other workers took solidarity strike action in support of the dockers, and 

thousands more refused to handle scab goods. Nonetheless, after 151 days, 
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the workers were forced to concede defeat. In the wake of the dispute, many 

militants were blacklisted and prevented from working on the docks for 

years afterward. 

February 14, 1874 The drawing below was published in Penny 

Illustrated magazine in London depicting the Bihar famine of 1873- 

1874. A drought in the region endangered food supplies, so the newly 

appointed British governor of Bengal, : 

Richard Temple, organized a massive relief 

effort, importing hundreds of thousands of 

tons of rice from Burma (now Myanmar) 

and organizing relief packages to provide 

three hundred million units of relief (each 

unit catering for one person for one day). 

The swift action meant that there were few 

or no deaths from the famine. 

However, Temple was strongly rebuked 

by the British government for spending too 

much. So when the next famine hit South eee poeta 174 (Penny, 

and South West India in 1876, Temple mas- 

sively reduced aid, while hundreds of thousands of tons of food were 

exported to England, and around five and a half million Indians died. 

February 14, 1939 After ten firemen returned to work following a short stop- 

page, worker unrest at the Leonora sugar plantation in Guyana escalated 

when eighty to ninety members of a shovel gang refused an offer of nine 

cents per bed for fieldwork. The workers demanded twelve cents. Two days 

later, British police massacred the protesting workers. 

February 15, 1851 A crowd of African Americans and abolitionists 

raided the Boston courthouse and rescued Shadrach Minkins, aka 

Frederick Jenkins, an imprisoned runaway enslaved person, then smuggled 

him to freedom in Canada. 

February 15, 1913 A strike of rubber workers in Akron, Ohio, organized by the 

Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW) had grown to 3,500 strikers. 

Earlier that month three hundred mostly nonunion workers at Firestone 

walked out. They turned to the WW, which helped spread the strike to up to 

twenty thousand workers at multiple firms. Facing repression and violence 
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from the police, the strike ended a few weeks later with no real concessions. 

But within two decades, Akron rubber workers were solidly organized and 

began to win massive gains with sit-down strikes. (@) 6 

February 16, 1924 Nearly two hundred thousand dockworkers in 

Britain walked out on strike. The Labour Party was in power for the 

first time at this point, and Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald responded 

by bringing the full force of the law down on the workers, invoking the 

Emergency Powers Act 1920. Still, the workers held out, and a week later 

they voted to accept a pay increase of two shillings per day. 

February 16, 1937 A group of predominantly Polish women cigar makers in 

Detroit sat down demanding a 10 percent raise, kickstarting a militant wave 

of sit-down strikes across the industry in the city. 

v7 February 17, 1964 A nationwide strike of sugar workers broke out in 

i Guyana demanding that the Sugar Producers’ Association recognize 

for the Guyana Agricultural and General Workers Union (GAWU). The 

British-owned companies used African scab workers to try to break the 

strike of the predominantly East Indian workers, which worsened racial 

tensions in the country and culminated in killings of Asians later in the year. 

February 17, 1977 During an occupation of Sapienza University in Rome, 

Luciano Lama, general secretary of the Confederazione Generale Italiana 

del Lavoro union (Italian General Confederation of Labor; CGIL) and a 

member of the Communist Party, went to the occupation to “talk sense’ to 

the occupying students. He brought with him a couple of hundred heavies 

in his security team. The factory workers he brought had been told they 

were there to fight “fascists,” but, seeing that this was a lie, many of them 

left. In the area where he was due to speak, Lama found another platform 

already rigged up by the Metropolitan Indians, with a dummy of himself on 

it that included a big red cutout of a Valentine's heart and a slogan punning 

his name: Nessuno L'‘Ama (Lama Nobody, or Nobody Loves Him). 

A violent clash ensued between the students and the goons, resulting 

in Lama and his team having their speakers smashed and being chased off 

campus, in an event that would become famous and further strengthen the 

extraparliamentary left in Italy. 

The Metropolitan Indians were a group of Italian radicals who used 

humor and ridicule as weapons in the class war. 
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Fr] February 18, 1946 The Royal Indian Navy mutiny began when sailors 

at Bombay (now Mumbai) harbor went on strike for better food and 

improved living conditions. The rebellion, which rapidly spread across the 

country, involving ten thousand sailors on sixty-six ships and at shore estab- 

lishments, was accompanied by widespread rioting, a one-day general strike 

in Bombay, and smaller mutinies in the Royal Indian Air Force and local 

police forces. It was heavily repressed by British troops and Royal Navy 

warships. Rebellious ships raised three flags: the red flag and the flags of the 

Indian National Congress (INC) and the Muslim League. However, both 

organizations officially condemned the revolt and eventually pressured the 

strikers to give up. Authorities then began arresting and court-martialing 

mutineers, eventually dismissing 476 sailors, none of whom were reinstated 

into the Indian or Pakistani Navies following independence. 

February 18, 2010 The Accra Times newspaper in Ghana reported that sex 

workers in the city organized in the Industrial and Commercial Workers’ 

Union (ICU) were fighting to collectively raise their prices in response to 

high inflation. 

February 19, 1927 A general strike was called in Shanghai, China. It 

shut post offices, all cotton mills, and most essential services but was 

defeated after fierce street fighting and bloody repression. However, this 

didnt break the working class, which rose up again the following month. 

February 19, 1951 A general strike of agricultural workers and laborers broke 

out on the island of Grenada, then part of the British Empire, demanding 

pay increases and recognition for the Grenada Manual & Mental Workers 

Union (GMMWU). British troops were called in, as were colonial police from 

elsewhere in the Caribbean, and several men and women who were sup- 

porting the strike were shot and killed. Despite the violent repression, the 

workers fought on and, on May 19, won a 50 percent pay increase and, for 

the first time, paid leave—seven days per year for those working at least 

two hundred days. It was part of a wave of strikes in the Caribbean in the 

wake of World War II. 

February 20, 1834 The first Lowell “mill girls” strike occurred in New 

England, with eight hundred women textile workers walking out in 

opposition to a 15 percent pay cut. They also immediately withdrew all of 

their savings, causing a run on two local banks. While the stoppage failed to 
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prevent the pay cut, it was a powerful message that women workers in the 

area would no longer be meek and pliable. 

February 20, 1990 Mineworkers won a ten-month strike and occupation of 

Pittston Coal plant in Virginia. Sit-ins, sabotage, and the actions of thou- 

sands of strike supporters and women played a key role in this success. 

While a month-long Soviet coal strike dominated US news broadcasts, the 

much longer Pittston strike garnered almost no mainstream press coverage. 

February 21, 1936 Korean anarchist Shin Chaeho died in prison. He 

and his partner had been arrested by Japanese police, and he was 

sentenced to ten years of hard labor for belonging to a secret organization. 

He had been Korea's most prominent journalist, and he was well-known for 

his idiosyncrasies. For example, he only washed his face standing upright, 

meaning he would always be splashed with water, as he refused to ever bow. 

February 21, 1965 El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, 

better known as Malcolm X, instrumental 

speaker and activist of the US civil rights 

and Black power movements, was assassi- 

nated while preparing to address a crowd of 

supporters in New York. An ardent opponent 

of white supremacy, Malcolm X was a critic 

of the principle of absolute nonviolence, if 

nonviolence would delay the emancipation 

of Black people. He also became critical of 

all forms of exploitation. A month before his 

murder, he told an interviewer: ‘All my life, I 

believed that the fundamental strugglewas == 4 a = 

Black versus white. Now I realize that it is MR ero ies ace mn 
the haves against the have-nots.” Telegram & Sun Collection) 

SARS 

February 22, 1927 The first union for Korean casual laborers in Japan, 

the Jiyti R6d6sha Kumiai (Casual Workers Union) was formed. It was 

organized by Korean anarchists Mun Seong-hun, Lee Si-woo, O Seong-mun, 

and others. 

February 22, 2018 Some twenty thousand teachers across the state of West 

Virginia walked out on a wildcat strike, protesting against low pay anda new 
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inferior health insurance scheme. Rank-and-file teachers, who had organ- 

ized themselves in individual schools and across counties and the state in 

Facebook groups, initiated the walkout in defiance of the law and their own 

unions. They shut schools in all fifty-five counties, affecting a quarter of a 

million students. 

Four days later, union leaders attempted to call off the action following 

a verbal agreement with the governor, but teachers again organized them- 

selves and remained determined to stay out until a genuine deal passed 

the legislature, which occurred on March 6, when a bill was passed giving 

teachers and other state employees a 5 percent pay increase. 

Their example inspired teachers to take similar action in Kentucky, 

Oklahoma, and Arizona that year, and Denver, Oakland, and Los Angeles 

the next. 

February 23, 1910 Textile workers in New York decided to end their 

five-month strike, also known as the Uprising of the Twenty Thousand, 

after winning higher wages. Workers at the soon-to-be-infamous Triangle 

Shirtwaist factory were at the center of the strike, organized primarily by 

migrant Jewish and Italian workers, most of whom were women. Workers 

decided to return to work, despite not having won union recognition. 

February 23, 2004 In TrebiSov, Slovakia, a major clash occurred between 

security forces and unemployed workers, most of them Roma, protesting 

against welfare cuts. Police attacked four hundred demonstrators using tear 

gas and water cannons. The next day they attacked the settlement where 

the protesters lived, conducting illegal searches and torturing residents, 

including pregnant women and disabled people, with batons and electric 

cattle prods. Nonetheless, the protests continued, successfully winning 

improvements to benefits for all unemployed people in the country. 

February 24, 1912 During the Bread and Roses Strike of around twenty 

thousand mostly women textile workers in the Industrial Workers of 

the World union (IWW), police clubbed strikers and their children who were 

being transported to stay with other families. One pregnant woman miscar- 

ried after a beating. 

Many of the children were being looked after by strike supporters in 

New York City, to help parents bear the hardship of being on strike. The 

tactic was proving very successful, so, on this day, city authorities tried to 

prevent one hundred children from going to Philadelphia. When the women 
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February 24, 1932 The chief of police of Montevideo, Uruguay, Luis Pardeiro, 

and his chauffeur were assassinated. Pardeiro was notorious for torturing 

anarchists in custody, including Miguel Arcangel Roscigno, who had robbed 

banks alongside legendary Spanish revolutionary Buenaventura Durruti. 

The attack was attributed to five Uruguayan anarchists. At Pardeiro's wake 

that night, someone wrote in his book of condolences: “Eye for eye, tooth 

for tooth.” 

February 25, 1941 A general strike was called in Netherlands against 

the anti-Jewish measures of the occupying Nazis. Organized by com- 

munists, it was largely suppressed the next day, with key activists sent to 

the concentration camps. 

February 25, 1986 US-backed, anti-communist dictator of the Philippines 

Ferdinand Marcos was toppled by mass protests and forced to flee the 

country, in what became known as the People Power Revolution. 

February 26, 1860 In what is known as the Wiyot massacre, white set- 

tlers attacked and murdered up to 250 Indigenous Wiyot people at 

Tuluwat, on modern-day Indian Island, in Eureka, California. The Wiyot 

people had never had conflict with white settlers and so did not expect an 
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attack. On the day of the attack, most of the young men of the tribe were 

away gathering supplies. 

The settlers armed themselves with clubs, axes, knives, and a few guns 

and attempted to systematically murder everyone on the island: mostly 

women, children, and elders. Over the coming days more Wiyot people in 

the area were murdered. 

While many white people criticized the murders, no one was prose- 

cuted for them, and one journalist who wrote an editorial condemning the 

murderers was forced to leave the area due to death threats. 

After the killings, the surviving Wiyot were prohibited from returning 

to their land. Many of the survivors tried to resist, launching attacks on 

nearby white settlements, but they were eventually removed to reservations. 

They and their descendants never gave up the fight for their home. The 

Wiyot tribe purchased a parcel of their old land in 2000, and, in 2019, the city 

gave back the bulk of the remaining land. 

February 26, 1931 The La Placita raid took place in Los Angeles, with armed 

immigration officers, some in military uniforms, sealing off the popular La 

Placita Park in a mostly Mexican neighborhood. They demanded that eve- 

ryone in the park present their papers, and then arrested dozens of people, 

later deporting many of them. The raids were part of what became known 

as the Mexican Repatriation, an illegal series of raids and the deportation 

of up to 1.8 million people, most of whom were actually US citizens who 

had been born and raised in the US. In 1929, President Herbert Hoover had 

decided to try to “create jobs” for white workers during the Depression by 

removing those deemed to be “Other”: namely Mexicans and US citizens 

of Mexican descent. Under President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the practice 

continued until 1936, with the support of labor unions. 

y) February 27, 1943 The 

U Rosenstrasse protests— 

the only mass public demonstra- 

tion by Germans against the 

deportation of Jews—began. 

The protests outside a detention 

center on Rosenstrasse lasted 

Sculpture commemorating the 
Rosenstrasse protests (By Ingeborg 
Hunzinger, photo by Manfred Briickels/ 
Wikimedia Commons CC by SA 3.0) 
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until March. They were organized by non-Jewish wives and relatives of 

Jewish men who had been picked up in a brutal wave of arrests across Berlin. 

The tenacity of the women, who had refused to divorce their husbands and 

had shown that they were willing to die to protect their Jewish families, may 

have forced Nazi authorities to temporarily back down. Unlike most 

European Jews, those who were detained in Rosenstrasse survived the 

Holocaust. 

February 27, 1973 Armed Native American activists occupied Wounded Knee, 

South Dakota, to protest tribal corruption and the continuing failure of the 

US government to fulfil treaties they had signed with Indigenous people. 

Choosing the site of the 1890 massacre of Native Americans by US troops, 

they held out for seventy-one days, frequently exchanging fire with govern- 

ment forces and suffering casualties, some fatal. 

Though eventually broken, the occupation galvanized huge support for 

the American Indian Movement, famously including Marlon Brando, who 

boycotted that year's Oscars, sending the Apache actor Sacheen Littlefeather 

in his place to collect his best actor award. Littlefeather delivered a speech 

about Wounded Knee to reporters backstage after she was threatened with 

arrest for speaking on the podium. 

February 28, 1948 British colonial police in Ghana killed three 

Ghanaian people and injured many others when they opened fire on 

a procession of unarmed ex-servicemen. The men, who had fought for the 

British Army, were attempting to present a petition to the governor request- 

ing action against the rising cost of living. Six Africans were subsequently 

arrested and deported without trial. Riots that broke out across the country 

in response were suppressed. 

February 28, 1969 Black Panthers held an armed demonstration at the 

capitol in Olympia, Washington, to protest against state attempts to disarm 

them. Following numerous police murders of unarmed Black people, the rev- 

olutionary socialist Black Panther Party started armed self-defense patrols. 

The Republican mayor of Seattle had already passed a similar law, so 

state legislators proposed a law that would make exhibiting “firearms or 

other weapons in a manner manifesting intent to intimidate others’ a gross 

misdemeanor. Lawmakers rushed through the legislation, and upon hearing 

of Panther plans to demonstrate, police panicked, drafting in dozens of 

armed state troopers and mounting a machine gun on the roof of the capitol. 
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The Panthers arrived in four cars and unloaded their weapons at the 

request of the police. While one of them, Aaron Dixon, entered the building 

and made a five-minute statement to the legislature, others held the doors 

shut, forcing the officials to listen. Despite the protest, Governor Dan Evans 

signed the bill into law. 

The National Rifle Association, supposedly a gun rights advocacy group, 

did not support the Panthers and elsewhere supported Republican legal 

moves to take away the Panthers’ guns. 

February 29, 1864 The three hundred women members of the Collar 

Laundry Union in Troy, New York, won their six-day strike for a 25 

percent pay increase. Most employers caved in to the women’s demands on 

this day, after a smaller number had given in the day before. 

February 29, 2004 Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted ina 

right-wing military coup, which he claims was backed by the United States, 

a claim supported by substantial evidence, including testimony from US 

members of Congress. He had been president on two previous occasions and 

had made himself unpopular with the army by trying to bring them under 

civilian control, with the rich by bringing in measures to prevent the coun- 

try’s wealth being plundered, and with the former French colonial power by 

demanding restitution for the ransom extorted from Haitiin the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries. His government also introduced various progres- 

sive reforms, including doubling the minimum wage, subsidizing food for 

the poor, and building a huge number of schools and hospitals. 
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March 1, 1919 The Sam-il Movement, also known as the March Ist 

Movement—a series of protests for independence from Japanese 

colonialism—began in Korea. Over the next six weeks, around two million 

Koreans, 10 percent of the population, took part in 1,500 demonstrations. 

Japanese police and armed forces violently suppressed the movement, 

killing around 7,500 people, some in public executions, wounding nearly 

16,000, and arresting over 46,000. In contrast, Japanese authorities claimed 

that eight security forces personnel were killed. Despite the repression, the 

protests catalyzed the Korean independence movement, and, since 1949, 

March 1 has been a national holiday in South Korea. 

March 1, 1968 Chicane students at the Woodrow Wilson High School in East 

Los Angeles walked out on strike in protest at the cancellation of a student 

play. A few days later, on March 6, coordinated student strikes began, involv- 

ing approximately fifteen thousand students from seven or more different 

high schools. Their goals were to get more Latine teachers in their schools 

and to change textbooks so they included Mexican American history.’ 

Chicane students were not allowed to speak Spanish in class and were 

often discouraged from applying to college by guidance counsellors and 

teachers. The dropout rate for Mexican American students in 1967 was as 

high as 57.5 percent in one high school. Police and school administrators 

tried to stop the walkout by blocking school doors and arresting many stu- 

dents who tried to peacefully protest, but the students were undeterred. 

Following the walkouts, on March 11, students had a special meeting 

with the Los Angeles Board of Education, where they listed dozens of 

demands. Unfortunately, the board said that though it agreed with the 

vast majority of the demands, lack of funds meant it couldn't follow through 

on them. 

Even if not entirely successful, the walkouts contributed to bringing 

together and radicalizing working class Chicane youth. 

March 2, 1921 A workers uprising of a multinational group of around 

two thousand miners began in Labin, Croatia. The miners were rebel- 

ling against an Italian fascist attack on a union militant the previous day. A 

few days later, they declared a republic, which lasted until April, when a 

thousand soldiers arrived and put down the revolt. 

1 “Latine,” “Chicane,” and “Filipine” are used in this book as gender-neutral versions of 
Latino, Chicano, and Filipino. 
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March 2, 1955 In Montgomery, Alabama, 

Claudette Colvin, a fifteen-year-old African 

American, refused to give up her seat on a 

bus that she had been ordered to vacate for 

a white passenger. She was arrested and 

charged with multiple offences for violat- 

ing the city’s segregation laws. Leaders of 

the Black community considered attempt- 

ing to make her case a cause célébre and a 

test case for the civil rights movement, but, 

according to some local activists, Claudette’s 

dark skin and working class background 

caused concern. One, Gwen Patton, told 

Guardian journalist Gary Younge, “It was [aga oe : 

partly because of her color and because she Claudette Colvin, 1953 (Courtesy 
: of the Visibility Project/Wikimedia 

was from the working poor....It wasacase Commons) 

of ‘bourgey’ Blacks looking down on the 

working class Blacks.” After Colvin became pregnant as a result of a statu- 

tory rape, the leadership decided against pursuing her case. 

When Rosa Parks—educated, married, and lighter-skinned—was 

arrested later that year, civil rights leaders had their standard-bearer. 

March 3, 1816 Juana Azurduy, a mestiza woman of Quechua descent 

born in what is now Bolivia, led one of her anti-colonial military 

detachments, including a women’s unit known as the Amazonas, to victory 

in battle against Spanish troops near Villa. 

March 3, 1959 The Hola mas- 

sacre took place in Kenya 

when the commander of a 

British concentration camp 

for Kenyan civilians had 

its eighty-eight detainees 

severely beaten with clubs. 

Eleven died and the other 

seventy-seven sustained 

serious permanent injuries. : 
Wambugu Wa Nyingi, one of the survivors of the 

In an effort to Sree put massacre, 2018 (Photo by Hellen Masido, Museum of 

the Mau Mau anti-colonial British Colonialism) 
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uprising, the British government had thrown around four hundred thou- 

sand civilians into concentration camps and forced over a million others 

into villages supervised by the army that were essentially prison camps. 

March 4, 1919 Canadian troops in the British Army awaiting demobi- 

lization (return home) in Kinmel Park, Wales, mutinied. Fifteen thou- 

sand men were stranded at the camp, in overcrowded and squalid condi- 

tions, on half rations and having received no pay in over a month. When the 

camp commander went to Rhyl for an evening out, tempers exploded. The 

soldiers looted camp supplies and sergeants’ messes and started fires. They 

managed to grab a few rifles and improvised other makeshift weapons by 

attaching razors to handles. 

Officers and loyal soldiers were armed to suppress the riot, arresting 

twenty mutineers. Other soldiers then broke them free. Eventually, officers 

opened fire and by 4:30 a.m. had regained control of the camp. The events 

left three rioters and two guards dead, seventy-eight rioters arrested, and 

twenty-five convicted of mutiny and sentenced to up to ten years in prison. 

However, military authorities massively accelerated demobilization of the 

men. 

March 4, 1972 Thousands of 

autoworkers in the Lordstown 

General Motors plant walked out 

on strike over numerous griev- 

ances. The walkout occurred 

amid a widespread unofficial 

campaign of sabotage and absen- 

teeism. For example, to slow 

down the inhumanly fast pro- 

duction line, workers would often 

just fail to perform their desig- ”. 
Lordstown plant workers, 1970 (Courtesy of nated task. The plant manager ! ; 

} the Walter P. Reuther Library, Archives of Labor and 
told the Cleveland Plain Dealer: Urban Affairs, Wayne State University) 

“We've had cases of engine blocks 

passing 40 men without them doing their work.” Other workers slashed 

upholstery, scratched paint, and bent metal parts. Management responded 

by disciplining and suspending 1,200 workers and laying off nearly 700. 

Workers held the line for twenty-two days, winning concessions, 

including cancellation of most of the layoffs and disciplinary measures. 

Baa u t 
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The United Auto Workers union (UAW) declared a complete victory despite 

management not conceding on speed-up and workloads, which were the 

main problem for workers. 

One worker's subsequent complaint outlined the feelings of the rank 

and file: “Before the strike the union local was in favor of not working 

faster than you could. Now people are afraid not to work. The union and 

the company say everything's settled.” 

The dispute was a lesson to some radical workers, showing the impor- 

tance of strikers themselves running disputes rather than leaving it to the 

union leadership. 

March 5, 1943 A strike broke out at the Fiat Mirafiori plant in Turin, 

in fascist Italy when a handful of workers walked out at 10:00 a.m. on 

Friday. Over the weekend, the strike call spread through working class dis- 

tricts of the city, and by Monday rail workers and other factory workers 

joined the action, some by working to rule—following the workplace rules 

so strictly as to slow down production. Within a week, one hundred thou- 

sand workers were out, with various different demands in addition to a 

general demand for a war bonus payment. Authorities arrested 850 workers 

but were unable to break the strike and were forced to concede to most of 

the workers’ demands. In the wake of the dispute, resistance to fascism 

escalated, and the protest contributed to the popularity of armed resistance 

later that year. 

March 5, 1984 The great UK miners strike began when miners at Cortonwood 

colliery walked out in response to the Conservative government's announce- 

ment of a pit closure plan. Some other pits were already on strike in other 

disputes, but the strikes against closures spread across Yorkshire, and four 

days later the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) called a national 

strike, which was joined by a majority of miners around the country. 

Women, many of them miners wives, played a crucial role in supporting 

the strike, helping the workers to remain out for nearly a year. 

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and her government were deter- 

mined to break the power of workers organizations and push through mass 

privatization and free market reforms. They had learned from their previ- 

ous defeats in miners strikes in 1972 and 1974. They built up coal stocks, so 

they could withstand a long strike, and then deliberately provoked the 

strike by announcing the closure plan in spring when coal was in less 

demand than during the cold winter months. The defeat of the miners, 
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who had been the most well-organized and most militant group of workers 

in Britain, marked a decisive turning point in the balance of power between 

workers and employers in the country. @ 13, 27-29 

March 6, 1922 A wave of rent strikes in Veracruz, Mexico, was triggered 

when sex workers barricaded a street with their rented mattresses, 

chairs, and other furniture, planning to start a giant bonfire. Police quelled 

the action at the last minute, but news of the protest spread and sparked 

tenant protests across the city. 

March 6, 1974 UK coal miners called off their four-week strike after accept- 

ing a 35 percent pay offer, in a massive victory that had already brought 

down the Conservative government. 

7 March 7, 1860 Up to a thousand striking women shoe workers took 

: part in a Great Ladies Procession in Lynn, Massachusetts, amid a bliz- 

zard and thick snow drifts. They were accompanied by five thousand strik- 

ing men, who had walked out two weeks earlier, demanding pay increases, 

with the women joining a few days later. Despite women’s involvement in 

the dispute garnering it national publicity and the support of Abraham 

Lincoln, the men failed to support the women’s pay demands. They feared 

that the employers might not listen to them if they added the women’s 

demands. The women ended up returning to work, and, while some men did 

end up winning a 10 percent pay increase, for most workers the strike 

petered out and ended in defeat. 

March 7, 1932 The Ford Hunger March massacre took place in Detroit, with 

police and Ford security guards killing four unemployed workers and injur- 

ing sixty others when they opened fire on a demonstration organized by the 

Communist Party USAs Unemployed Council. 

March 8, 1917 and 1918 Thousands of housewives and women workers 

in Saint Petersburg, Russia, defied union leaders’ appeals for calm and 

took to the streets against high prices and hunger, thus igniting the February 

Revolution, so called because the date was February 23, 1917, on the Old Style 

calendar in use in Russia at the time. The following day, two hundred thou- 

sand workers joined them, striking and shouting slogans against the czar 

and the war. Some military units began to join the workers, and, on March 

15, Czar Nicholas II was forced to abdicate. 
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Russian women demonstrate in Saint Petersburg, March 8, 1917 (Courtesy of State Museum 
of Political History of Russia/Wikimedia Commons) 

On March 8, 1918, women in Austria celebrated International Women’s 

Day on this date for the first time, as thousands took to the streets protest- 

ing against World War I. 

There is a popular myth that March 8 was chosen on the anniversary 

of an 1857 strike of women workers in New York, and a further stoppage on 

the same date in 1908, but that is incorrect. 

March 8, 1926 Around six hundred mostly women strikers in the 

International Fur & Leather Workers Union (IFLWU) in New York City 

marched through Manhattan and were beaten by police, who claimed that 

the strikers had been “insulting” them and had “booed and hissed.” The 

New York Times reported that “police clubs were used freely” to disperse 

the workers. The workers were undeterred and remained out for eighteen 

weeks, until the employers association agreed to a 10 percent pay increase 

and a forty-hour, five-day workweek. 

March 9, 1883 A large demonstration of the unemployed in Paris was 

broken up by police. The crowd, led by former Paris communard 

Louise Michel and brandishing black flags, looted bakeries and clashed with 
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police. Michel and co-organizer, the syndical- 

ist Emile Pouget, were later sentenced to six 

and eight years in prison, respectively. 

Syndicalism, an influential current in 

the French workers movement at the time, 

is the theory and practice of revolutionary 

unionism, in which workers organize and 

fight for improvements now, eventually 

calling a general strike to reorganize society 

in the interests of workers rather than 

capitalists. 
Louise Michel, 1871 (Courtesy 
Wikimedia Commons) 

March 9, 1910 The Westmoreland County coal strike began in Pennsylvania 

when fifteen thousand coal miners, mostly Slovak migrants, walked out. 

They shut down sixty-five mines for over a year, until police violence, which 

killed sixteen, and hardship finally forced them to give in. 

March 10, 1906 The Catastrophe de Courriéres occurred in France: the 

worst mining disaster of the twentieth century, with 1,060 workers 

killed in a coal dust explosion. Forty-five thousand miners subsequently 

went on strike for fifty-five days against horrific working conditions. The 

government brought in the army to crush the strike. 

March 10, 1952 Fulgencio Batista led a coup in Cuba and appointed himself 

president. Backed by the US, business, and the wealthy elite, his government 

killed thousands in anti-communist purges. He was overthrown by the 1959 

revolution. 

Senator John F. Kennedy later described his rule in a speech: 

Fulgencio Batista murdered 20,000 Cubans in seven years—a greater 

proportion of the Cuban population than the proportion of Americans 

who died in both World Wars, and he turned democratic Cuba into a 

complete police state—destroying every individual liberty. 

Yet, our aid to his regime, and the ineptness of our policies, enabled 

Batista to invoke the name of the United States in support of his reign 

of terror. 

Administration spokesmen publicly praised Batista—hailed him 

as a staunch ally and a good friend—at a time when Batista was 

murdering thousands, destroying the last vestiges of freedom, and 

56 



WORKING CLASS HISTORY MARCH @ 

stealing hundreds of millions of dollars from the Cuban people, and 

we failed to press for free elections. 

March 11, 1845 The Battle of Kororareka took 

place in Aotearoa/New Zealand, with Maori 

rebels defeating British forces and seizing the town 

(now called Russell) during the Flagstaff War. The 

conflict ended in a stalemate early the following 

year. 

March 11, 1977 Police shot and killed twenty-four- 

year-old Francesco Lorusso, activist in the far- MS, 
; : Painting of Hone Heke left See ame Thane group Lotta Sonia cutting down the British 

(Continuous Struggle), in Bologna, Italy. His murder _ flag from Flagstaff Hill, 

resulted in two days of heavy rioting, leading the Kororareka (By Arthur 
; ) aise ; : David McCormack, courtesy 
interior minister to send armored vehicles into of Wikimedia Commons) 

the university area and other centers of militancy 

around the city. 

March 12, 1912 Employers caved in to all of the demands of the Bread 

and Roses strike of twenty thousand mostly women garment workers 

in Lawrence, Massachusetts. The stoppage, started by Polish women, was 

organized by the Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW). The workers 

faced down savage police and military repression, with at least two workers 

killed and many others beaten and jailed, eventually winning big conces- 

sions across the garment industry. @ 6, 16 

March 12, 1951 Following a successful campaign against transport price rises, 

three hundred thousand workers took part in a general strike in Barcelona 

and nearby cities to protest against the Franco dictatorship. Despite the 

mobilization of thousands of police and civil guards, the strikers held out 

for two weeks, with the government, terrified of the prospect of further 

unrest, releasing the vast majority of those arrested and paying full wages 

to the workers who had been on strike. 

March 13, 1940 Indian revolutionary Udham Singh assassinated 

former lieutenant governor of the Punjab Michael O'Dwyer at a 

meeting in London. The assassination was revenge for the 1919 Jallianwala 

57 



@ MARCH WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

Bagh massacre (also known as the Amritsar massacre), the result of O Dwyer 

dispatching troops to attack a peaceful protest, resulting in around 1,800 

people being killed and over 1,200 injured. O'Dwyer referred to the events 

as a ‘correct action.” 

While in custody, Singh called himself Ram Mohammad Singh Azad: 

the first three words of the name reflect the three major religions of Punjab 

(Hindu, Muslim, and Sikh), while the last, azad, means free. Convicted of 

murder, Singh was sentenced to death. Speaking at his trial, Singh explained, 

“He deserved it. He was the real culprit. He wanted to crush the spirit of my 

people, so I have crushed him. For full twenty-one years, I have been trying 

to seek vengeance. I am happy that I have done the job.” 

March 13, 1945 Two working class sisters, Vera and Libera Arduino, were 

executed in Italy by fascists, alongside their father, a houseguest, and 

some neighbors. Factory workers around the region sent delegations to 

the funeral and stopped work while it was ongoing. One girl raised a red 

flag on the roof of her factory, while an electrician disconnected wiring to 

prevent the fascists calling for backup. The sisters had been active in the 

anti-fascist women’s resistance group, the Gddd. 

March 14, 1970 Two sailors, Alvin 

Glatkowski and Clyde McKay, 

mutinied to protest the war and took 

control of the SS Columbia Eagle, which 

was carrying ten thousand tons of 

napalm for the US military in Vietnam. 

They then sailed the ship to Cambodia, 

which was neutral at the time, to 

prevent the cargo being used. Initially, 

they appeared to have succeeded, as the 

Cambodian government agreed to their 

demands and gave them asylum. But, 

unfortunately for the mutineers, just 

days later, there was a military coup, 

and anew pro-US regime took power. 

Glatkowski and McKay were locked up and the ship handed back to 

US forces. McKay managed to escape from prison and joined Khmer Rouge 

guerrillas in the countryside. The guerrillas later killed him. Glatkowski 

eventually returned to the US and was jailed for ten years. ® 21-24 

Alvin Glatkowski, c.1975 (Courtesy of 
Alvin Glatkowski) 
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March 14, 2018 Marielle Franco, a bisexual Afro-Brazilian socialist and femi- 

nist was assassinated in Rio de Janeiro. Raised in a favela (shanty town) in 

the city, she began work at the age of eleven, and later raised a daughter 

as a single mother working for the minimum wage, before being elected 

to the city council in 2016. The day before her murder, she had spoken out 

against extrajudicial killings by police and paramilitaries. The bullets that 

killed her had been purchased by the federal police. The minister of public 

security claimed that the bullets were stolen from a post office, but this lie 

was retracted when the post office publicly stated it was untrue. 

At the time of writing, four suspects have been arrested for the murder, 

all with ties to state security forces, and two of them with links to the family 

of right-wing president Jair Bolsonaro. Another suspect, a former police 

officer, was shot and killed by police in February 2020, as they were attempt- 

ing to arrest him. 

March 15, 1908 The Rochester Democrat and Chronicle newspaper in 

New York State denounced anarchist women with this headline: 

“Women Anarchists Have Become the Terror of World's Police.” The article 

went on to state: “the guardians of the world nearly always find a woman 

implicated when a ruler is stricken down—emotional women lose sense of 

fear.” 

March 15, 1917 Czar Nicholas II abdicated as the February Revolution swept 

Russia. Nicholas, already unpopular for his oppressive and brutal reign, 

became widely hated when Russia became embroiled in World War I. The 

war caused the deaths of over three million people in the Russian Empire, 

and labor shortages in the countryside drastically affected the country's 

food supply, causing widespread hunger and starvation. 

March 16, 1965 Mounted police in Montgomery, Alabama, violently 

attacked a peaceful civil rights demonstration. Police officers armed 

with clubs and canes rode into a crowd of six hundred people and began 

beating them, hospitalizing eight and injuring others. The next day, double 

the number of protesters took to the streets. 

March 16, 1979 Workers at Ireland's first two McDonald's restaurants in 

Dublin walked out on strike for better pay and union recognition. Despite 

court injunctions on picketing and McDonald's bribing scabs with free fries, 

the strikers stayed out for six months and won concessions, including a 
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24 percent pay increase. McDonald’s, however, continued to mistreat the 

workers, for example, cutting hours to negate pay increases, with no retali- 

ation from the Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union (ITGWU), of 

which the workers were members. 

17 March 17, 1876 US troops attacked sleeping Cheyenne and Oglala 

Sioux people in Montana in the Battle of Powder River, marking the 

beginning of the Great Sioux War. They destroyed and looted the village. 

But, despite firing nearly two thousand bullets, US forces only managed to 

inflict a single casualty, whereas the Cheyenne and Sioux warriors, with 

only around two hundred bullets, killed four soldiers and seriously wounded 

six others. They also recaptured five hundred of their horses the next 

morning. 

The US commanding officer, Colonel Joseph Reynolds, was court- 

martialed and suspended from duty following the failed assault. 

The incident likely galvanized resistance to the enforced relocation of 

Native Americans from the Black Hills to a reservation. 

March 17, 1920 The 

right-wing Kapp Putsch, 

which aimed to roll back 

the changes since the 

1918 German Revolution, 

collapsed. A general 

strike of twelve million 

workers, the biggest in 

German history, shut 

down the country. Adolf 

Hitler flew to Berlin to y | , 
aid the putsch but was Naval brigade in Berlin during the putsch, March 1920 

(Courtesy of Bundesarchiv, Bild 119-1983-0012/CC-BY-SA 3.0) 
met by strikers at the 

airfield and had to disguise himself. 

March 18, 1871 and 1911 The Paris Commune, the first ever attempt at 

a working class uprising to create socialism, was established. The 

workers of Paris, joined by mutinous national guardsmen, seized the city, 

and set about reorganizing society based on workers’ councils. The com- 

munards were able to hold out until late May 1871, when, upon retaking the 

city, troops massacred thirty thousand workers in bloody revenge. 
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Paris Commune barricade (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

On this same date in 1911, the fortieth anniversary of the Paris Commune, 

the first International Women's Day was held in Europe to publicize the need 

for womens rights and suffrage. The date was later moved to March 8. 

March 18, 1970 Activists from several feminist groups staged a sit-in at the 

Ladies’ Home Journal headquarters in New York City. They were not happy 

with the journal's lack of women's representation at the corporate level (the 

entire senior staff were male) or the depiction of women in its advertise- 

ments and columns. The sit-in ended the same day when the editor agreed 

to some of their demands and gave the activists their own column in the 

magazine. 

March 19, 1969 British troops and police invaded the Caribbean island 

of Anguilla, after a British diplomat was forced to flee the island at 

gunpoint. The British colonial government had placed Anguilla and the 

island of Nevis under the authority of the government in Saint Kitts and its 

premier Robert Bradshaw. Bradshaw was open about his hatred of Anguilla 

and had said he would “reduce... that place to a desert.” 

Bradshaw did his best to run the island down, sending telephone repair- 

men to the island in 1960 to deactivate the telephone system and preventing 

the installation of electricity. So, in 1967, Anguilla seceded from the Saint 
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Kitts and Nevis and Anguilla body, disarmed the Saint Kitts police, and sent 

them home. 

The British government sent a hapless diplomat, William Whitlock, to 

try to resolve the situation, but he was dismissive of the Anguillans, so they 

chased him off the island. He then told reporters that the island was con- 

trolled by “gangster” and “Mafia’ types, and that local people were wearing 

“a Black power-type uniform’—which turned out to be morning coats with 

white gloves. 

Local people deployed a number of “antiaircraft goats” on the airfield 

to prevent British planes from landing. The Labour government responded 

by sending two hundred paratroopers by sea, along with forty Metropolitan 

Police officers, expecting to confront an army of criminals and Black radicals 

but only finding the goats. The incident was so farcical that Britain had to 

eventually agree to Anguilla’s independence from Saint Kitts. It became, and 

remains, a British overseas territory. 

March 19, 2019 Up to 1.4 

million young people around 

the world took part in school 

strikes demanding govern- 

ment action to halt climate 

change. Children walked 

out of class and took to the 

streets in over two thou- 

sand towns and cities in 

128 countries, after being 

inspired by Greta Thunberg, 

the Swedish fifteen-year-old 

with autism, who went on 

strike from school by herself 

the previous August. 

For two weeks, instead 

of attending lessons, 

Thunberg stood outside the 

Swedish parliament build- Greta Thunberg outside the Swedish parliament. 
‘ ‘ Her sign reads “school strike for climate.” (Courtesy 

ing protesting and handing of Anders Hellberg, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://creativecommons. 

out leaflets that declared: “I °"9/licenses/by-sa/4.0) 

am doing this because you adults are shitting on my future.” Further inter- 

national student walkouts subsequently took place. 
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March 20, 1927 During a conference of the Kolaba District Depressed 

Classes in Mahad, India, the Mahad Satyagraha took place. A proces- 

sion of 2,500 Dalits (sometimes known as “untouchables’), led by Dalit social 

reformer B.R. Ambedkar, marched through the main streets of Mahad 

toward a public water tank to assert their right to access it like other 

members of the community. 

While legally people of all castes had the right to use public amenities, 

in reality this was not the case. So Ambedkar, and then others, drank from 

the water tank before leaving. In response to this peaceful protest, a mob 

of caste Hindus attacked the Dalits at the end of their conference. Dalits 

were beaten up, their homes ransacked, and their grain supplies destroyed. 

Many sought refuge in the homes of Muslims. Brahmins (the highest caste 

Hindus) subsequently felt the need to “purify” the now “contaminated” lake, 

which they did by pouring in dozens of containers of a mixture of cow dung 

and urine, milk, curds, and ghee. 

The direct action was a culmination of four years of organizing. This 

had included strikes and Dalit military veterans establishing schools for 

Dalit children. In December that year, ten thousand Dalits took part in a 

second Mahad Satyagraha. Untouchability was outlawed by the 1955 Indian 

constitution, but ingrained discrimination against Dalits continues. 

March 20, 1975 Operation Red Snake of the Parana began in Argentina when 

the government of Isabel Perdén sent hundreds of police and troops into the 

town of Villa Constitucidn to break the organization of militant industrial 

workers. They arrested 307 workers, but the working class fought back, 

going on strike and occupying their plants, demanding that the detainees 

be released. The occupations lasted until March 26, when they were forcibly 

broken up by police. 

Over the next two months the government continued to arrest, black- 

list, and kill workers in the name of fighting “subversion.” This sort of repres- 

sion under the military dictatorship is well-known but repression under 

Peron, who had the support of most unions, much less so. 

March 21, 1937 Police massacred nineteen people and injured hun- 

dreds of others at a peaceful demonstration in Ponce, Puerto Rico. 

Protesters were marching for the release of imprisoned separatist leader 

Pedro Albizu Campos. Police acted on the orders of the US-appointed gov- 

ernor and after the murders staged photos with a press photographer to try 

to claim self-defense. 
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March 21, 1973 The Mental Patients Union was founded in London by a 

small group of mental health patients and their supporters. They argued 

that psychiatry was a form of control of the working class under capitalism 

and that mental health patients needed to organize in the same way that 

workers organized to advance their interests. 

March 22, 1986 Thousands of striking workers from US military bases 

in the Philippines blockaded the gates of United States Navy and Air 

Force bases near Manila. Violence also broke out in many locations, as over 

twenty thousand striking workers pursuing better severance benefits built 

barricades and clashed with US service personnel attempting to cross the 

picket lines. 

March 22, 2009 Prison riots began in Greece following the death of activist 

prisoner Katerina Goulioni on March 18. Inmates in the women’s prison in 

Thebes refused to return to their cells, set fires, and destroyed property, 

while protesters outside the prison clashed with riot police. Two hundred 

inmates in Athens also held a protest in solidarity. 

Goulioni was a prominent incarcerated activist, who had campaigned 

against lack of facilities for physically disabled prisoners, prison trans- 

fers in which many prisoners suspiciously died, and vaginal inspections, 

which she termed “informal rape.” In the wake of the rebellion, the govern- 

ment promised a review of vaginal inspection methods and other prison 

conditions. 

Goulioni's fellow inmates sent the press the following goodbye state- 

ment: “All your life was full of thirst. Thirst for struggle and justice. You 

fought for all and for everything without concern for the consequences. 

And, at the end, the consequences of your struggles rewarded you in the 

worst of manners, with a violent, unexpected, sudden death. But we are still 

here, Katerina, and we shall remember you and continue the struggle you 

began. You are everywhere. We sense you, and we thank you for taking care 

of us. For us, you will live forever. Have a great journey!” 

March 23, 1931 Indian revolutionary socialists Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev 

Thapar, and Shivaram Rajguru were executed by British colonial 

authorities in what is now Punjab, Pakistan. They had been sentenced to 

death for assassinating a senior British police officer in 1928, to avenge the 

police killing of Lala Lajpat Rai during an anti-colonial demonstration. 

While they opposed British colonialism, rather than narrow nationalism, 
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they advocated working class revolu- 

tion against both British and Indian 

capitalists. They were all just twenty- 

two or twenty-three years old. 

Following their sentencing, 

Mohandas Gandhi appealed to the 

Viceroy of India to commute their 

sentences, but he also appealed to 

huge crowds not to take action to 

secure their release, as he had signed 

a truce agreement with authorities. 

After they were executed, Gandhi was 

greeted by a crowd he described as 

“incensed,” flying black flags and shout- 
ing, “Gandhi go back,” “Down with Bhagat Singh, 1929 (Courtesy of Wikimedia 

Commons) 
Gandhism,” “Gandhi's truce has sent 

Bhagat Singh to gallows,” and “Long live Bhagat Singh.” After the execu- 

tions, Bhagat Singh in particular became a national hero. 

mm 44 

March 23, 1944 The most 

significant attack on Nazi 

occupation forces by the 

Italian partisan resist- 

ance took place on Via 

Rasella, in Rome. Around 

a dozen of the commu- 

nist-led partisan Gruppi 

di Azione Patriottica 

(Patriotic Action Groups; : . 

GAP) attacked an SS SS casualties after the attack (Courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons) 

company of over 150 

ethnic Germans that was tasked with fighting the resistance. 

The partisans detonated a homemade bomb, then opened fire with 

mortars, hand grenades, and guns before vanishing. The resistance unit 

suffered no casualties, while over thirty SS members were killed and more 

than one hundred wounded. 

Unable to capture those responsible, the following day the enraged 

Nazis massacred 335 people, some of whom had been arrested for resistance 

activities but most of whom were unrelated civilians. 
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y mi March 24, 1976 A right-wing coup backed by the US took place in 

Argentina, overthrowing populist Isabel Perdn. The new military gov- 

ernment stepped up Peroén’s war against radical workers and communists, 

murdering and “disappearing” tens of thousands. US secretary of state 

Henry Kissinger advised the junta to wipe out its opponents quickly before 

an outcry over human rights abuses could grow. 

March 24, 1987 Two hundred fifty members of new AIDS rights direct- 

action group ACT UP demonstrated on Wall Street, in New York City, to 

demand greater access to treatment and national action to fight the disease. 

Seventeen participants were arrested. 

March 25, 1911 The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New York killed 

147 workers. The victims were mostly women and young girls aged 

thirteen to twenty-three working in sweatshop conditions. Some were 

burned and others were trampled to death desperately trying to escape via 

stairway exits that were illegally locked to prevent “the interruption of 

work.” Fifty died leaping from the high-rise building to escape the flames. 

The company owners were charged with seven counts of manslaughter but 

were found not guilty. 

March 25, 1969 Pakistan's dictator General Mohammad Ayub Khan resigned, 

following mass protests against his regime that had begun in October. 

Initially the government violently repressed student protests, but that 

triggered increased opposition. In the countryside, peasants killed land- 

owners and police, while, in the cities, industrial workers held gheraos— 

mass pickets encircling factories. The following year the first elections in 

Pakistan's history took place. 

March 26, 1953 Mau Mau guerrillas fighting British colonialism in 

Kenya attacked the Naivasha police station. They inflicted a humiliat- 

ing defeat on the police and released 173 prisoners from an adjoining deten- 

tion camp, many of them Mau Mau. While the uprising was eventually 

crushed by British forces, independence was achieved a few years later. 

March 26, 1978 Four days before the opening of Japan's Narita International 

Airport, protesters angry about the construction of the airport destroyed 

the control tower with molotov cocktails, delaying the opening by nearly 

two months. 
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97 March 27, 1942 France's collaborationist Vichy government issued the 

barbershop decree, demanding that barbers collect cut hair and 

donate it to the war effort to make slippers and sweaters. The rebellious 

Zazous refused and grew their hair long. Zazous were anti-fascist youths 

who wore dapper suits, listened to jazz and swing music by largely Black 

musicians, and fought the fascists in the street. Police rounded them up, and 

Vichy fascist youth groups hunted them down and cut their hair. ® oe 

March 27, 1943 Gay anti-fascist resistance 

fighter Willem Arondeus led a group in 

bombing the Amsterdam public records 

office. His unit made fake identity papers 

for Dutch Jews and intended to destroy 

records that could be used to verify identity 

documents. Thousands of files were, in fact, 

destroyed in the attack, but, within a week, 

Arondeus and the other members of the 

group were arrested. 

One of the group, Frieda Belinfante, a 

musician and lesbian, managed to evade 

capture. But twelve, including Arondeus, 

were executed that July by firing squad. : : 

In his last message before his execution, nase tbed ey 
Arondeus said, “Let it be known that homo- = Amsterdam/Wikimedia Commons) 

sexuals are not cowards.” 

March 28, 1919 Arkansas joined the majority of other US states in 

introducing a law prohibiting anarchism and communism. The law, 

to “define and punish anarchy and... Bolshevism,” banned any “attempt to 

overthrow [the] present form of government of the State of Arkansas or the 

United States” and “exhibit[ing] any flag, etc, which is calculated to over- 

throw present form of government.” Violations could incur fines of up to 

$1,000 and imprisonment of up to six months. 

March 28, 1977 More than 1,300 mostly Black sanitation workers in Atlanta 

walked off the job for a fifty cent an hour pay increase. The city’s first Black 

mayor, who had come to power on the back of the civil rights and Black 

power movements and to whom the workers looked for support, fired them 

all, with the support of civil rights leaders, including Martin Luther King 
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Sr. (not to be confused with Martin Luther King Jr.). It was an early lesson 

that having representatives of color doesn't necessarily benefit working 

class people of color. 

March 29, 1986 Anti-fascists got wind of a secret meeting that was 

due to take place in the small Dutch town of Kedichem to unify two 

fascist political parties: the Centrum Partij (Center Party) and Centrum 

Democraten (Center Democrats). Protesters threw a smoke bomb into the 

hotel where the meeting was taking place, accidentally setting the curtains 

on fire. Within minutes the building went up in flames, forcing the fascists 

to flee into a riot that had begun outside. The proposed merger didn't take 

place. 

March 29, 1988 Half a million workers in the Philippines went on a general 

strike in pursuit of an across-the-board flat rate pay increase. 

March 30, 1919 The Transvaal Native Congress launched a campaign 

against the racist pass laws in South Africa. Pass laws were an inter- 

nal passport system designed to segregate the population. The campaign 

lasted three months, and some seven hundred Africans were arrested and 

charged. At that point, conservatives within the movement regrouped and 

shut down the campaign, adopting a more moderate approach. The laws 

were not overturned for decades. 

March 30, 1976 A general strike and mass protests were launched in 

Palestine/Israel in opposition to the Israeli government's extensive seizure 

of land owned by Arabs in Galilee to construct Jewish settlements and 

military facilities. A solidarity strike took place in most Palestinian refugee 

camps in Lebanon. There were widespread clashes with security forces, 

and six unarmed demonstrators were shot by police and the military, with 

around one hundred people injured and hundreds of others arrested. 

The protests and anger at the repression galvanized a sense of 

Palestinian Arab solidarity in the area, sparking greater agitation for 

Palestinian rights. 

While the expropriation plan was successful in proportionately reduc- 

ing the Arab population of Galilee from 92 percent to 72 percent, significant 

expropriations of land in the area largely ceased in the 1980s. March 30 is 

now commemorated annually in Palestine/Israel as Land Day, with demon- 

strations and general strikes. 
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March 31, 1979 A group of around fifteen men, including off-duty San 

Francisco vice squad officers, attacked patrons and workers at a 

lesbian bar in the city. The men, who were having a bachelor party, were 

denied admission to Peg’s Place by the door person, as they were drunk and 

carrying beer. Some of the men were reported to have shouted, “Let's get the 

d-kes,” forcing their way in, attacking the woman working the door, and 

beating the woman who owned the bar with a pool cue. When the men were 

told the women were calling the police, they responded, “We are the cops, 

and well do as we damn well please.” 

Patrons claim that when on-duty officers eventually arrived, they 

did not provide any medical assistance to the injured and refused to take 

witness statements. One woman who was attacked was hospitalized for 

ten days with head injuries. In the end, one police officer was convicted for 

his part in the attack but served no jail time, and he and the other officers 

involved kept their jobs. 

The outrageous incident was a contributing factor to growing anger in 

the LGBT+ community that would explode some weeks later following the 

failure to convict on murder charges the killer of gay member of the city’s 

Board of Supervisors Harvey Milk. 

March 31, 2009 Around forty workers in the Caterpillar factory in Grenoble, 

France, stormed their bosses’ offices and took four of them hostage, demand- 

ing better severance packages for workers being laid off. More than seven 

hundred French Caterpillar workers were being made redundant. The 

action was successful, and the company increased its pot of redundancy 

money by €1.5 million (approximately $US2.1 million), leading to an average 

payout of €80,000 (approximately US$111,000) per worker. 
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@ APRIL WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

April 1, 1649 A farmer and writer named Gerrard Winstanley and a 

small group of thirty to forty men and women occupied St. George's 

Hill, in Surrey, England, and began collectively tilling the land. Over the fol- 

lowing months, numerous local people joined them to form the movement 

that became known as the Diggers. 

Winstanley was a Protestant who began to write pamphlets criticizing 

the Church—which traditionally held that “God is in the heavens above the 

skies.” Instead he argued that God was “the spirit within you.” In a pamphlet 

published in January 1649, he wrote: “In the beginning of time God made 

the earth. Not one word was spoken at the beginning that one branch of 

mankind should rule over another, but selfish imaginations did set up one 

man to teach and rule over another.” 

The politics of the Diggers were a form of protocommunist anar- 

chism, advocating direct action, common ownership, and the dissolution 

of hierarchy. 

April 1, 1982 Oil company Exxon produced a classified internal report on 

carbon dioxide (CO,) and the greenhouse effect. A summary of the report 

circulated to senior management said that CO; in the atmosphere was con- 

centrated at 340 parts per million, and that burning fossil fuels and clearing 

forests was causing this figure to increase, stating that there was “currently 

no unambiguous scientific evidence that the Earth is warming,’ while going 

on to say that global warming could be detectable by 1995. It further warned 

that this warming might be irreversible and that mitigating against nega- 

tive effects of global warming would require a reduction in fossil fuel com- 

bustion. Exxon scientists projected that surface temperatures would warm 

3 to 6'C above preindustrial levels by the year 2100. 

The report proves that as early as the 1970s Exxon, like many fossil 

fuel companies, knew that their products were going to cause devastating 

climate change to the planet, even though it was not yet directly observ- 

able. However, Exxon took no corrective action but instead funneled $31 

million to fund misinformation campaigns to try to manufacture doubt 

about climate change. 

April 2, 1920 Military forces began their assault against the workers’ 

March uprising in the Ruhr region of Germany. The Social Democratic 

government sent the troops to suppress the unruly workers, despite the fact 

that these military units contained the protofascist forces that had sup- 

ported and taken part in the Kapp Putsch against the government mere 
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days earlier. At least a thousand participants in the uprising were massacred 

before fighting ended. 

April 2, 1980 Hundreds of Black residents of Bristol, England, fought back 

against police harassment after a police raid on the only part Black-owned 

cafe still open in the town. When rioting began, they were joined by hun- 

dreds of white Bristolians. 

April 3, 1948 A left-wing uprising began on the Korean island of Jeju. 

Jeju had been largely self-governing following the end of World War 

IT, when Korea was divided by the USSR and the US into North and South 

after the defeat of Japan. Jeju islanders were angry with violent US-backed 

police and feared that planned elections organized by the UN in South 

Korea would reinforce the division between North and South. They attacked 

police stations and right-wing paramilitaries, in particular targeting those 

who collaborated with the Japanese imperialists. 

The US military government sent troops to the island, and the 

US-backed South Korean authorities brutally suppressed the rebellion, mas- 

sacring many thousands, including women and children. When the uprising 

was finally crushed the following year, 10 percent of the island's popula- 

tion were dead and 70 percent of villages had been destroyed. Subsequent 

US-backed dictatorships in South Korea banned any mention of the Jeju 

uprising, and speaking of it was punished with beatings, torture, and 

lengthy prison sentences. 

April 3, 1974 A thousand pupils from schools in Brixton, London, most of 

them Black, went out on strike in support of three Black youths who had 

been jailed after police attacked a crowd of people in Brockwell Park. They 

held a rally and march, parading past the local courthouse, the police station, 

Tulse Hill School—where another one hundred pupils joined them—and 

Brockwell Park. 

April 4, 1935 The bodies of German anti-Nazi activists Dora Fabian and 

Mathilde Wurm were found in their flat in London. They had been 

poisoned. The flat had previously been burgled twice, and they had received 

threatening letters. While many historians believe they were likely mur- 

dered, the inquest declared a double suicide the most likely cause of death. 

The British government and media, at that point mostly appeasers or sup- 

porters of Hitler, were eager to defuse the case and move on. 
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April 4, 1968 Civil rights activist, 

socialist, and advocate of nonvio- 

lence Martin Luther King Jr. was 

assassinated while in Memphis sup- 

porting a strike of Black sanitation 

workers, part of a wave of stoppages 

across the US during the Vietnam 

War. His ideas had become increas- 

ing radical in previous years, and, in 

addition to opposing racism, he had 

begun opposing US imperialism in 

Vietnam and elsewhere and capital- 

ism itself. He had begun organizing - ... 

2 Poor Peoples Campaign, meant to artn usher King. in ashngton 
unite working class and poor people by SA 2.0 https://wwwflickr.com/photos/ 

of all races usnationalarchives/5102447354) 

Though King is widely lauded by establishment figures now, at the time 

he was hated by the rich and powerful, as well as by most white Americans. 

Fueled by negative media coverage, only 22 percent of Americans approved 

of Freedom Rides for the desegregation of public transport, and 63 percent 

disapproved of King. 

The FBI's domestic intelligence chief William Sullivan called him “the 

most dangerous Negro of the future in this Nation from the standpoint 

of communism, the Negro and national security” and later sent King an 

anonymous letter attempting to blackmail him into suicide. 

His murder left many disillusioned with pacifism, and riots broke out 

across the US, in the biggest explosion of social unrest since the Civil War. 
) 8 

April 5, 1932 In Newfoundland, a crowd of ten thousand people dem- 

onstrated outside the central government building in protest at price 

increases and pension cuts. Police attacked the demonstrators, clubbing a 

child in the head, and got more than they bargained for. One officer was 

pulled from his horse and beaten, while the mob smashed up the building, 

set it on fire, and stormed it in search of the prime minister. A group of police 

and priests attempted to get the PM to safety, but he was cornered a couple 

of times and punched in the face once before he managed to escape. Then 

the demonstrators set about looting all of the downtown liquor stores. The 

government subsequently collapsed. 
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April 5, 1971 A communist uprising began in Sri Lanka (then called Ceylon) 

when militants attacked police stations across the country. The insurgents 

were mostly young people organized by the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna 

(People's Liberation Front; JVP). They had previously supported the United 

Front (UF) government, which included the Communist Party (CP) and 

the Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP), which supported the ideology of 

Russian Bolshevik Leon Trotsky. The election of the UF had been greeted 

with much joy across the international left, which considered it a victory 

for “anti-imperialism.” 

JVP forces initially took control of several towns and rural areas. But 

then an unlikely coalition emerged to suppress it. Ceylon government forces 

were given support, troops and weaponry by the UK, the former colonial 

power, the US, Australia, Egypt, India, and Pakistan, as well as China, the 

Soviet Union, and Yugoslavia. By June the rebellion had been suppressed, 

leaving an estimated one to five thousand dead. 

While calling themselves communist, the JVP, the CP, and the LSSP 

were all majority Sinhala organizations that espoused forms of national- 

ism and engaged in racism and ethnic cleansing against the minority Tamil 

population. Especially in more recent years, the JVP has become much more 

openly and virulently racist against Tamils, and in the early 2000s became 

the primary force opposing the peace process between the government and 

Tamil rebels, which prolonged the deadly civil war. 

April 6, 1871 Rebel 

national guard troops 

of the 137th Battalion in the 

Paris Commune seized the 

local guillotine, smashed it to 

pieces, and burned it outside 

the town hall of the 11th arron- 

dissement to the applause of a 

huge crowd of onlookers. 

The government had 

recently created a new type 
“11 4s ; Engraving depicting destruction of the guillotine icker 

of guillotine that was ers (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
and easier to transport. The 

arrondissement commune committee had voted to seize these “servile instru- 

ments of monarchist domination’ and destroy them “once and forever... for 

the purification of the district and the consecration of our new freedom.” 
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While some on the left glorify the guillotine, it has, in fact, mostly been 

used as a weapon against radicals and the powerless. For example, while 

the guillotine is most famously remembered in connection with the execu- 

tion of aristocrats during the French Revolution, the new “revolutionary” 

government soon began using it against those on its left. 

The German Nazi government was also a big proponent of the guil- 

lotine, executing over sixteen thousand people with the device, including 

many resistance activists, Sophie and Hans Scholl among them. 

More recently it was used in a number of places, including the French 

colonies in the Caribbean, state socialist East Germany, and France itself, 

where its last use was against a Tunisian agricultural worker, who was 

convicted of murder and beheaded in 1977. 

April 6, 1968 Just two days after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr, 

seventeen-year-old Black Panther “Little” Bobby Hutton was murdered by 

police in Oakland, California. Hutton had been the very first recruit to the 

Black Panther Party (BPP). He surrendered following a shootout with the 

police. He laid down his weapon, took off his shirt, and emerged from the 

basement where he was holed up, barechested with his hands up. He had 

been advised by a comrade to surrender naked, but he was embarrassed and 

left his pants on. Police shot him at least ten times, killing him. Six days later, 

over a thousand people came to his funeral, at which actor Marlon Brando 

delivered the eulogy. His killing spurred the rapid growth of the BPP. 

7 April 7,1926 Violet Gibson, aforty- . ~ ie 

nine-year-old Irish aristocratand = agp Te ‘ripe eda 

peace activist, attempted to assassinate pe ge 
Italy's fascist dictator Benito Mussolini 

in Rome. She was armed with a pistol 

wrapped in a shawl and a rock to break 

his car window, if needed. As she fired 

at his head, Mussolini moved and the 

bullet hit his nose, travelling through 

both nostrils. She tried to shoot again 

but the gun misfired. She was violently 

beaten and almost killed by an angry 

mob before being arrested by police. - o | | mein 
Gibson endeavored to obtain Violet Gibson's police record (Courtesy 

eae of the Italian Ministry of the Interior/ 
release by convincing doctors she was Wikipedia) 
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mad. While her conversations and correspondence were lucid and rational, 

her lack of children was interpreted as psychologically abnormal. That, a 

previous suicide attempt, and a violent reaction she had to a fascist inmate 

got her deemed “insane.” She was deported to Britain, where she spent the 

rest of her life in a mental hospital. When she died, no one attended her 

funeral. 

April 7, 2010 Eight hundred Carlsberg factory workers in Copenhagen, 

Denmark, walked out on strike to protest against anew management policy 

restricting beer drinking at work. The company’s truck drivers joined the 

strike in sympathy. The previous week, Carlsberg had removed beer coolers 

that contained free beer for workers to drink throughout the day from the 

factory floor, declaring that workers would only be allowed to drink beer in 

the canteen at lunch hour. The strike lasted for five days but ended in defeat. 

The following month workers walked out again, this time for a pay increase. 

April 8, 1929 Socialist anti-colonial revolutionary Bhagat Singh and 

his comrade Batukeshwar Dutt threw two bombs into the Delhi 

Central Legislative Assembly, shouting, “Inquilab zindabad” (long live the 

revolution), and distributed leaflets protesting against the passage of two 

repressive bills. Their leaflets, scattered on the floor of the assembly, began 

with the line, “It takes a loud voice to make the deaf hear.” Although the 

bombs were thrown toward an area where there were no people, to avoid 

causing injury, the two were punished severely with life sentences. 

April 8, 1958 Sugarcane workers on two adjoining plantations in Barbados 

refused to cut cane unless they were given a wage increase of fifteen cents 

per ton. After being told they were only entitled to a raise of six cents per 

ton, the cane cutters walked off the job, kickstarting the 1958 sugar workers’ 

wildcat strike, which spread to dozens of plantations around the country. 

April 9, 1945 Georg Elser, a factory worker and folk musician who tried 

singlehandedly to kill Hitler, was murdered in the Dachau concentra- 

tion camp. 

Some years earlier, while working in a weapons factory and then a 

quarry, he had gradually accumulated an arsenal of stolen explosives, which 

in 1939 he planted in a pub in Munich that he knew Hitler visited every year 

on November 8 and 9 to celebrate the Nazi putsch of 1923. Unfortunately, 

Hitler left early, and the bomb missed him by minutes, killing six senior 
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Nazis and, tragically, a waitress. Elser was later arrested and tortured but 

he insisted he acted alone and refused to give up any names, other than one 

of acommunist who had already died. He was sent to aconcentration camp, 

where he was murdered on the orders of SS leader Heinrich Himmler just a 

few days before the camps liberation. 

April 9, 1948 The Deir Yassin massacre took place, with around 120 fight- 

ers from the Zionist paramilitary groups Irgun and Lehi attacking the 

Palestinian village of Deir Yassin, near Jerusalem. One hundred to 150 or 

more Palestinians, including many women and children, were killed, some of 

them decapitated, disemboweled, mutilated, and raped. Many Palestinians 

fled in terror, and the incident played a key early role in the Israel-Palestine 

conflict. @ 17-18 

April 10, 1919 Emiliano Zapata, a 

Nahua mestizo peasant leader during 

the Mexican Revolution, was assassinated in 

Chinameca, Ayala municipality, by General 

Pablo Gonzalez of the “revolutionary” 

Venustiano Carranza government. 

Early in life, he began to advocate for 

the rights of Indigenous people in Morelos. 

When he saw wealthy landowners continu- 

ally stealing their land, with no response 

from the government, he began taking part 

in armed land occupations. _ 

With the outbreak of revolution in 1910, Bence 
Zapata became the leader of the Liberation Wikimedia Commons) 

Army of the South. The force was a peasant 

militia fighting for “tierra y libertad” (land and freedom), a slogan adopted 

from Mexican anarchist Ricardo Flores Magon. 

When Francisco Madero took power in 1911, Zapata denounced him for 

betraying the revolution and drafted the Plan of Ayala: a radical program of 

land reform. Madero himself was then overthrown by counterrevolutionary 

Victoriano Huerta. 

Zapata's southern army allied with the revolutionary armies in the 

north, led by Pancho Villa and Venustiano Carranza. They soon overthrew 

Huerta and called a convention to form the new government, which Zapata 

declined to participate in, as none of the organizers had been elected. 
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Once in power, Carranza only implemented moderate reforms, which 

fell well short of the Ayala plan, so the Zapatistas fought on. Carranza put a 

bounty on Zapata's head, hoping that one of his own fighters would betray 

him, but none of them did. In the end, he was lured to a meeting with one of 

Carranzas men who pretended to be interested in defecting. When Zapata 

arrived at the meeting he was riddled with bullets and his body photo- 

graphed for propaganda purposes. 

To this day, he remains a national hero, and Indigenous rebels in 

Chiapas, who rose up in 1994 and created an autonomous territory, named 

themselves after him. 

April 10, 1932 Thousands of mostly women mill workers joined a strike 

against the reduction in rations in Teykovo, in the Soviet Union. The workers 

complained that the 30 to 50 percent reduction in rations would leave them 

starving, while managers and Communist Party and secret police officials 

received plenty of food. Women called on their colleagues to join them, sabo- 

taged machines, and denounced those who refused to walk out as “traitors.” 

They gathered around the town and converged on the town square, making 

speeches, and dragging a CP member off the rostrum after he condemned 

the strike. The following morning, only 130 workers went in to work. The 

secret police made numerous arrests, and, by April 17, the strike had been 

broken. While no women were prosecuted, several men who had been active 

in the strike were exiled or sentenced to three years in a labor camp. 

April 11, 1945 As US forces approached, the inmate resistance seized 

control of Buchenwald concentration camp in Germany. However, 

according to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, when the 

Allies took control of the concentration camps, some of those interned for 

homosexuality were not freed but were required to serve out the full term 

of the sentences they had received under the homophobic Nazi penal code. 

Thousands of LGBT+ people were interned in concentration camps, 

most made to wear a pink triangle. Many of them were subjected to medical 

experiments, castrated, or murdered. 

After “liberation,” the US army handbook for the occupation of Germany 

established that, while most Holocaust survivors should be released from 

concentration camps, ‘criminals with a prison sentence still to serve will be 

transferred to civil prisons.” Gay and bisexual men and trans women had 

been convicted under paragraph 175 of the German criminal code, which had 

been strengthened by the Nazis, and were therefore considered common 
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criminals. Homosexuality was also against the law at that time in Allied 

countries, including the US, the UK, and the USSR. 

One prisoner, Hermann R, who was detained at Landsberg Fortress, 

southwest of Dachau, joined liberation celebrations. But two weeks later, an 

American military commissioner visited his cell holding Hermann’s file, and 

told him: “Homosexual—that’s a crime. You're staying here!” 

US occupation authorities kept the Nazified paragraph 175 on the books, 

and in the first four years after the end of the war, around 1,500 men per year 

were arrested under it. After the occupation, West Germany kept it as well 

and convicted over fifty thousand men before it was finally revoked in 1969. 

East Germany, on the other hand, reverted to the pre-Nazi paragraph 175, 

and convicted some four thousand men before revoking it in 1968. 

LGBT+ people were not recognized as victims of the Holocaust and had 

their pensions deducted for the time they spent interned in concentration 

camps, with most never receiving any compensation. 

April 11,1972 Over two hundred thousand public sector employees in Québec 

took part in a general strike, bringing the province to a standstill. Though 

the government tried to crack down on the revolt, this only brought out 

more workers, with over three hundred thousand taking part in a spontane- 

ous and self-organized strike wave, in which factories were occupied, and 

even a radio station taken over and broadcast from by the strikers. 

April 12, 1920 Workers in Ireland launched a general strike in support 

of pro-independence prisoners who were on hunger strike in 

Mountjoy Prison, Dublin. The postal service, public transport, shops, pubs, 

and public toilets were all shut. After two days, the British government 

caved in and released all the prisoners. 

April 12, 1927 The Shanghai massacre began, with thousands of commu- 

nists, workers, and students murdered or “disappeared” by Chiang Kai-shek’s 

Kuomintang nationalist movement. The Chinese Communist Party and 

the Soviet Union, as well as some anarchists, had earlier joined forces with 

the Kuomintang against domestic warlords and foreign imperial powers to 

try to unite and modernize China. Over the following twelve months, more 

than three hundred thousand people would be killed in the Kuomintang’s 

anti-communist purges. 

Despite the killings, a minority of Chinese anarchists maintained their 

involvement with the Kuomintang and attempted to recruit others to join 
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them. This was rejected by most of the movement, including Hua Lin, who 

argued that militants who entered into a relationship with the Kuomintang 

effectively stopped being anarchists. 

April 13, 1916 The Glasgow Corporation, as the Glasgow city council 

was then known, introduced a bylaw restricting the right of free 

assembly. The law came into force in 1922 to prevent working class and 

radical meetings on Glasgow Green, setting in motion a free speech struggle. 

Over the next decade, protests were organized, meetings were held in defi- 

ance of the law, and speakers arrested and jailed, while crowds of up to one 

hundred thousand fought the police, rioted, and looted shops, until the law 

was overturned. 

April 13, 1919 The Jallianwala Bagh massacre took place in Amritsar, India, 

when British troops opened fire on a crowd of predominantly Sikh pilgrims, 

murdering a thousand or more people and injuring many more. As well as 

pilgrims, there were large numbers of Muslims and Hindus, many of whom 

were farmers, traders, and merchants attending a horse and cattle fair. The 

youngest victim was just six weeks old. The killings were not reported in 

Britain until December, and no one was charged with any offence. The inci- 

dent sparked widespread outrage and led to the noncooperation movement 

that began the following year. 

April 14, 1816 A slave uprising, known 

as Bussa’s rebellion, named after its 

leader, broke out on Easter Sunday night in 

Barbados. It was to be the island's largest 

rebellion of enslaved Africans. 

Enslaved people took advantage of 

the temporary freedom from work and the 

cover of permitted gathering for Easter fes- 

tivities to organize themselves. They chose 

a leader on each sugarcane plantation and 

were assisted by three free Black men who 

travelled around meeting with rebels. 

The revolt began with the burning of 

cane fields in Saint Philip, and soon around See er See accom 

four hundred men and women working Barbados (Photo by Dogfacebob, 

on over seventy other estates had joined °u"tesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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in. British colonial authorities declared martial law the following day and 

quickly suppressed the uprising. While only two whites were reported killed, 

120 enslaved people were killed during the repression, with 144 executed and 

132 deported in the aftermath. 

April 14, 1919 In Limerick, Ireland, a general strike was called to protest 

against the British establishment of a “special militarized zone’ in the area. 

The general strike saw the creation of the short-lived Limerick soviet, with 

the city taken over by the workers. 

April 15, 1916 In its newspaper, the Industrial Workers of the World 

(IWW) announced the formation of its Domestic Workers Union in 

Denver, Colorado. One of its activists, Jane Street, wrote a letter to another 

domestic worker organizer in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1917, in which she 

described how they organized and took action to improve pay and 

conditions: 

[I]f you want to raise a job from $20 to $30... youcan have a dozen girls 

answer an ad and demand $30—even if they do not want work at all. 

Or call up the woman and tell her you will accept the position at $20. 

Then she will not run her ad the next day. Don't go. Call up the next 

day and ask for $25 and promise to go (and don't go). On the third day 

she will say, “Come on out and we will talk the matter over.” You can get 

not only the wages, but shortened hours and lightened labor as well. 

April 15, 1989 Reformist Chinese Communist Party leader Hu Yaobang died, 

prompting a gathering of workers in Tiananmen Square within an hour, 

eventually sparking a wave of protests by students and workers across the 

country that would only be crushed by the military several weeks later. 

While the rebellion is generally described in the West as a student movement 

calling for liberal capitalist democracy, the reality is more complex, and the 

working class was deeply involved. 

When students faced police repression, many workers took action to 

support them. In Beijing, after the declaration of martial law, workers took 

to the streets, built barricades, and fraternized with advancing soldiers, 

effectively stopping them from reaching the city center. 

While students and intellectuals who spoke English did talk in abstract 

terms about “democracy, workers were primarily concerned with economic 
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problems that were being exacerbated by market reforms introduced by the 

government, which they saw as the result of an undemocratic bureaucracy. 

As one worker put it: 

[IIn the workshop, does what the workers say count, or what the leader 

says? We later talked about it. In the factory, the director is a dictator; 

what one man says goes. If you view the state through the factory, 

it’s about the same: one-man rule.... Our objective was not very high; 

we just wanted workers to have their own independent organization. 

When the military crackdown finally occurred around the country on 

June 4, workers were the most numerous victims, with extensive fighting 

in working class districts around Beijing. The exact number of victims of 

the repression is unknown, but estimates range from the official Chinese 

government figure of three hundred up to several thousand. Families of the 

victims have identified around two hundred people who were killed. 

April 16, 1970 A white foreman at a Chrysler plant in Detroit threat- 

ened to murder a Black worker. When the worker complained, 

Chrysler took steps to fire the worker, claiming he had a knife. Around one 

thousand workers, white and Black, walked out on strike in protest, shutting 

the plant for an entire weekend, until management backed down. (§¢: 

April 16, 1979 Nicaraguan revolutionary Idania Fernandez was murdered 

in custody by troops of the US-backed dictatorship of Anastasio Somoza 

Debayle. She had been betrayed by an informant. However, her death inspired 

more to take up resistance, and within a month the regime was overthrown. 

7 April 17, 1920 Dockers in Dublin refused to load foodstuffs destined for 

L England. The action helped relieve severe food shortages in Dublin, 

which had been dire since 1917, with many staple goods like butter, eggs, and 

sugar almost unavailable, while huge quantities of food were being shipped 

to Britain. 

April 17, 1976 The far-right National Front organized a march through the 

main Asian area in Bradford, northern England. Local politicians organized 

a counter-rally in the center of town, but hundreds of young Asians broke 

away, fought through police lines, and attacked the racists. Many of the 

young people were members of the Bradford Asian Youth Movement, an 

organization of people of South Asian descent who campaigned against 
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racism, fought fascists in the streets, supported workers’ and anti-colonial 

struggles, and campaigned in support of migrant families. @ 33-34 

April 18, 1888 The Imperial British East Africa Company was founded 

in London to run what is now Uganda and Kenya as British colonies. 

As in all of Britain's colonies, the British outlawed homosexuality and propa- 

gated homophobic values. In 2017, half of all the world’s countries that crimi- 

nalize being gay, including Uganda and Kenya, had been part of the British 

Empire. 

April 18, 2001 Police in Kabylie, Algeria, murdered a young man named 

Massinissa, sparking a nationwide uprising that came to be known as the 

“Black Spring.” Following the killing, protests and riots broke out across 

the country, demanding democratic rights and cultural rights for Amazigh 

people (also known as Berbers). Police killed upwards of 120 people, quelling 

the rebellion. 

April 19, 1943 The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising began, with Jews fighting 

back against Nazi attempts to deport them to the Treblinka extermi- 

nation camp. Although defeated, it was the biggest armed Jewish rebellion 

against the fascists during the Holocaust. 

April 19, 1960 The South Korean April Revolution began in earnest, with 

thousands of students from Korea University in Seoul marching against 

the US-backed dictatorship the day after other protesting students were 

attacked by government supporters. Police opened fire on the crowd, mas- 

sacring 180, and the government declared martial law. However, the move- 

ment grew, and the following week the army refused to fire on protesters. 

One day later, President Syngman Rhee stepped down. 

April 20, 1853 The formerly enslaved woman 

turned abolitionist Harriet Tubman began 

working on the Underground Railroad, which 

smuggled enslaved people to freedom. She person- 

ally rescued some seventy people and assisted 

many more. 

Harriet Tubman, c.1885 (Photo by Horatio Seymour Squyer, 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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April 20, 1914 US troops opened fire with machine guns on acamp of striking 

miners and their families in Ludlow, Colorado. 

Twelve thousand miners had gone out on strike the previous September 

against the Rockefeller family-owned Colorado Fuel and Iron Corporation 

(CF&I), following the killing of a United Mine Workers of America (UMWA) 

activist. They demanded better safety at work and to be paid in money instead 

of company scrip (tokens that could only be redeemed in the company store). 

The Rockefellers evicted the striking miners and their families from 

their homes, so they set up collective “tent cities,” which miners’ wives 

helped run. Company thugs harassed strikers and occasionally drove by 

camps riddling them with machine-gun fire, killing and injuring workers 

and their children. 

Eventually the National Guard was ordered to evict all the strike 

encampments, and, on the morning of April 20, they attacked the largest 

camp in Ludlow. They opened fire with machine guns on the tents of the 

workers and their families, who returned fire. The main organizer of the 

camp, Louis Tikas, went to visit the officer in charge of the National Guard 

to arrange a truce, but he was beaten to the ground and shot repeatedly in 

the back, killing him. That night, troops entered the camp and set fire to it, 

killing eleven children and two women, in addition to thirteen other people 

who were killed in the fighting. The youngest victim was Elvira Valdez, aged 

just three months. 

Protests against the massacre broke out across the country, but the 

workers at CF&I were defeated, and many of them were subsequently sacked 

and replaced with nonunion miners. Over the course of the strike, sixty-six 

people were killed, but no guardsmen or company thugs were prosecuted. 

April 21, 1856 Stonemasons in Melbourne, Australia, went on strike 

demanding a maximum eight-hour workday—down from ten hours 

per day Monday to Friday and eight hours on Saturday. They marched from 

their construction site, the Old Quadrangle building at Melbourne University, 

brandishing a banner demanding “8 hours work, 8 hours recreation, 8 hours 

rest.” The workers were extremely well organized and soon achieved their 

goal, with no loss of pay for workers engaged in public works in the city. 

They celebrated on Monday, May 12, the Whit Monday holiday, with a parade 

of nearly seven hundred people from nineteen trades. 

April 21,2007 One hundred fifty garment workers, mostly women, occupied 

the Mansoura-Espajia textile factory in Egypt, protesting against job losses 
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and unpaid wages. Management tried various tricks to break the occupa- 

tion, even threatening to fabricate prostitution charges against the women 

workers for sleeping away from home under the same roof as men who 

were not their husbands. But the workers held out against both the bosses 

and their union, occupying their factory for two months before winning 

concessions on both job losses and unpaid wages. 

Pauli Murray in later life (Courtesy University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill/Wikimedia 
Commons) 

April 22, 1944 Two hundred Black people, mostly students at Howard 

University, held a sit-in demonstration at Thompsons, a segregated 

restaurant in Washington, DC—where Jim Crow laws were not in effect but 

segregation by custom existed. After the number of paying customers was 

slashed, the restaurant was ordered by its headquarters to begin serving 

African Americans. The university, in fear of losing federal grants, subse- 

quently directed its students to cease direct action, and Thompson's 

promptly restored segregation. 

One of the key organizers of the action was Pauli Murray, a young 

Black activist and feminist who identified as part female and part male, and 

whose only significant romantic relationships were with women. 

Washington, DC, banned segregation in restaurants in 1953. 
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April 22, 1993 Stephen Lawrence, a Black British teenager, was murdered 

in a racist attack while he waited for a bus in Eltham. Rather than devote 

adequate resources to finding the killers, the London Metropolitan Police 

infiltrated the Lawrence family’s campaign for justice to find ways to smear 

and discredit the family. Years of campaigning forced the government to 

acknowledge the institutional racism of the police force, and two of the 

killers were convicted in 2012. 

April 23, 1951 Sixteen-year-old Black schoolgirl Barbara Johns led her 

fellow pupils in a walkout against racist and substandard conditions 

in her school in Prince Edward County, Virginia. The school was one of the 

case studies examined by the Supreme Court, which eventually declared 

segregation unconstitutional. Rather than desegregate, the local school 

board closed all of its schools, and the private schools that local white chil- 

dren went to did not desegregate until 1986. 

April 23, 1971 Nearly a thousand Vietnam War veterans returned their 

combat medals to the government. The Vietnam vets had planned to 

return the medals in body bags, but authorities erected a fence around the 

capitol, so the veterans threw their medals over it. Some of the vets, before 

tossing their medals, dedicated them to comrades—both American and 

Vietnamese—who had died in battle. One of the protesters, Peter Brannigan, 

gestured toward the capitol as he threw back his medal, saying, “I got a 

purple heart here, and I hope I get another one fighting these motherfuck- 

ers.” (9) 10-11 

April 24, 1912 Two hundred eighty-four firemen aboard RMS Olympic— 

the sister ship to the Titanic, due to depart the following day—went 

on strike in protest at the unseaworthy collapsible lifeboats that had just 

been installed, many of which were rotten. Bosses then brought in replace- 

ment scab workers from Southampton and Liverpool. The following day a 

deputation of strikers witnessed a test of the collapsible boats, and upon 

seeing that only one was faulty, they agreed to set sail if it was replaced. 

Management tried to keep the nonunion scabs at work, but the crew 

objected, and fifty-four sailors left the ship in protest, forcing the cancel- 

lation of its departure. All of them were arrested and tried for mutiny, but, 

while convicted, none were punished, and the bosses let them return to 

work, fearing public support for the strikers. The ship and its mutinous 

crew set sail on May 15. 
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April 24, 1954 British colonial authorities in Nairobi, Kenya, began Operation 

Anvil, to ethnically cleanse Kikuyu people from the city. Against the back- 

ground of the Mau Mau insurgency, which was largely made up of members 

of the Kikuyu community, the British believed they could destroy the move- 

ment for “land and freedom,” which they thought was led from Nairobi. 

Over a two-week period, troops shut down the city block by block and 

abducted every member of the Kikuyu and related Embu and Maru tribes. 

They were interrogated, then divided into groups depending on their alleged 

support for the Mau Mau movement. Those believed to be more militant 

were sent for interrogation, torture, and detention, while those without Mau 

Mau affiliation were deported to overcrowded “reserves.” 

By the time it was over, apart from a small number of workers with 

long-term contracts with European employers, nearly the entire Kikuyu 

population of the city was gone, with twenty thousand sent for “screening” 

and thirty thousand to reserves. Those abducted could only take one bag 

of possessions, if that, with the rest looted by British troops. Rather than 

quell the insurgency, the brutal repression caused opposition to colonial 

rule to increase. 

April 25, 1974 Portugal's fascist dictatorship was overthrown by a 

military coup, which was then followed by a working class uprising. 

Urban workers took over their factories, and farmworkers took over their 

farms, in what would become known as the Carnation Revolution, as few 

shots were fired, and people adorned troops with carnations. 

The key factor in the unpopularity of the regime was the long-running 

colonial war against independence movements in Angola, Mozambique, and 

Guinea-Bissau. After the revolution, these colonies, as well as Cape Verde 

and Sao Tomé and Principe, soon achieved independence. “@) 41-42 

April 25, 2013 Hundreds of thousands of Bangladeshi garment workers 

walked out in protest the day after the Rana Plaza building collapsed, killing 

over a thousand of their colleagues. They barricaded highways, fought 

police, and attacked factories, shops, and the headquarters of the garment 

employers’ federation. 

While many media outlets essentially blamed working class consum- 

ers buying cheap clothes for the poor conditions of garment workers in 

Bangladesh, in fact, labor and factory safety costs would be largely insignifi- 

cant to consumers. Labor costs in the underdeveloped world typically only 

constitute 1 to 3 percent of the cost of a garment, and it has been estimated 
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that bringing every factory in Bangladesh up to Western standards would 

add less than ten cents to the cost of each garment. However, these changes 

would negatively impact employers’ profit margins. 

April 26, 1797 Sailors on fifteen Royal Navy ships in Plymouth, England, 

joined a mutiny that had begun two weeks earlier in Spithead, near 

Portsmouth, demanding better pay and working conditions. They elected 

delegates and sent them to join negotiations with the other mutineers. 

Together the men won most of their demands. 

April 26, 1982 The trial of the Bradford 12 began at Leeds Crown Court. The 

twelve were activists of the United Black Youth League, arrested on con- 

spiracy charges for preparing to defend their community from fascists. The 

trial lasted nine weeks, with the defense arguing that the failure of police 

to defend Asian and Afro-Caribbean people in Britain from racist attacks 

meant that those communities had the right to self-defense. In a landmark 

decision, all twelve defendants were acquitted. @ 33-34 

97 April 27, 1934 The Federacion Obrera de Chile (Federation of Chilean 

Workers; FOCH) union headquarters in Santiago, Chile, was attacked 

by police and bosses’ militias. Seven workers and one child were murdered 

and two hundred workers badly injured. 

April 27,1981 Nine white supremacists from the US and Canada were arrested 

as they prepared a boat full of weapons, bedecked with a Nazi flag, for an 

attempted invasion of Dominica. The racists, including Ku Klux Klan members 

and the later founder of neo-Nazi website Stormfront, planned to establish a 

white dictatorship in the 99 percent non-white nation and trade with apart- 

heid South Africa. They were all sentenced to a paltry three years in prison. 

April 28, 1945 Italy's fascist dictator Benito Mussolini was executed by 

anti-fascist partisans in the village of Giulino de Mezzegra, northern 

Italy. 

After his reign of terror was deposed in 1943, Mussolini was broken 

from captivity by Nazi troops and put in charge of a puppet government in 

German-occupied northern Italy. 

As more of Italy was liberated by partisan and Allied forces, he tried to 

escape to Switzerland disguised in a German uniform. But he was spotted 

by a resistance member who called out, “We've got Big-Head!” 
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Mussolini was executed near Lake Como, alongside a number of other 

senior fascists and his mistress. Their bodies were then taken to Milan and 

dumped in Piazzale Loreto in the early hours of the following morning, 

where they were soon hung up from the frame of a petrol station. The 

previous year, the Milan Gestapo had publicly executed fifteen Italian par- 

tisans in that square. Mussolini was reported to have said, “For the blood of 

Piazzale Loreto, we shall pay dearly.” 

April 28,1965 Twenty thousand US marines invaded the Dominican Republic 

on the orders of President Johnson to prevent the creation of “a second 

Cuba.” 

April 29, 1992 Following the acquittal of the police officers caught on 

film beating Rodney King, riots erupted across Los Angeles, in the 

biggest urban revolt since the 1960s, with widespread arson, looting, and 

property damage estimated at over $1 billion. 

April 29, 2020 Workers at the Arby's fast food outlet in Morris, Illinois, walked 

out on strike in protest against understaffing, lack of personal protective 

equipment, and not receiving hazard pay amid the global Covid-19 pandemic. 

It was just one of a significant number of strikes around the world related 

to health and safety amid the outbreak. 

April 30, 1963 A bus boycott was launched in Bristol, England, by a 

group of Caribbean migrant workers to protest the bar on Black and 

Asian workers in bus crews in the city. The “color bar” was enforced by the 

Transport and General Workers Union (TGWU) and the state-owned Bristol 

Omnibus Company, after white union members had threatened to walk out 

if workers of color were employed. After months of the boycott and mass 

protests, bus workers voted at a mass meeting in August to end the ban. In 

September, the first bus conductor of color was recruited. Two years later, 

the Race Relations Act was introduced, forbidding race discrimination in 

public places. 

April 30, 1977 Coordinated women-only “Take Back the Night” marches 

against sexual harassment were held in towns and cities across West 

Germany. 
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May 1, 1886 Between 

three hundred thou- 

sand and half a million 

workers went on strike and 

rallies were held throughout 

the United States, under the 

rubric of the “eight-hour day 

with no cut in pay.” Chicago 

was the center of the move- 

ment, which employers and 

the government were deter- 

mined to crush. On May 3, 

police killed one worker and 

injured several protecting 

scab workers crossing picket 

lines. The following day, 

anarchist workers called for 

a mass protest meeting in 

Haymarket Square. There, a 

bomb was thrown by an uni- 

dentified individual, and 

police opened fire. Seven 

officers and several civilians 

were killed. 

Eight anarchists who were involved in the eight-hour workday move- 

ment were subsequently charged, although some of them had no connec- 

tion to the Haymarket protest and had not even been present, and none of 

them were accused of throwing the bomb. Seven were sentenced to death 

and the eighth to fifteen years in prison. Four of them were later executed, 

with a fifth cheating the hangman by suicide. The remaining three prisoners 

were released when all eight defendants were later pardoned. 

May 1 was later designated International Workers’ Day by socialist and 

communist organizations to commemorate the Haymarket martyrs and 

the eight-hour workday movement. It is now a public holiday in numer- 

ous countries around the world, although many people are unaware of its 

radical origins. 

Illustration of the Haymarket martyrs by Walter 
Crane, 1894 (Courtesy Wikimedia Commons) 

May 1, 1974 Hundreds of mostly East African Asian women workers at 

the Imperial Typewriter Company plant in Leicester, England, began a 
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three-month strike. Although unsuccessful, it was a key moment in galva- 

nizing Asian working class resistance in the UK. 

May 2, 1967 A group of Black Panthers armed with rifles and shotguns 

marched into the California State Capitol protesting against a gun 

control bill that targeted them. To fight police violence and harassment of 

African Americans, the Panthers used radios to listen to police calls, then 

members would attend scenes of arrest with law books, openly carrying 

shotguns—which was legal—and advise arrestees of their constitutional 

rights. To stop this self-defense against the police, authorities brought in 

the Mulford Bill—dubbed the “Panther Bill” by the media—to ban the open 

carrying of loaded firearms in public. The National Rifle Association sup- 

ported Republican governor Ronald Reagan's signing of the legislation into 

law. 

May 2, 1968 Four thousand workers in the Hamtramck auto plant in Detroit 

walked out against speedup—an increase in the speed of the production 

line. Several Black strikers met in a bar across the road and founded the 

Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement (DRUM) to organize Black workers. 

Two months later they organized their first wildcat strike. DRUM inspired 

similar groups at other plants, and these groups later came together to form 

the League of Revolutionary Black Workers (LRBW). &% 

May 3, 1926 At 11:59 p.m., a general strike began in the UK, with nearly 

two million workers downing tools in support of locked out miners 

facing pay cuts. Despite solid action lasting over a week, the Trades Union 

Congress (TUC) caved in without achieving any concessions. 

May 3, 1953 Women nightshift workers at the Ivan Karadjov tobacco ware- 

house in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, drove out guards and barricaded themselves in 

to protest against casualization. Following nationalization, conditions in 

the tobacco industry had deteriorated, with the mostly women workers 

losing permanent jobs and receiving seasonal short-term contracts, with no 

benefits or accommodation during the off-season. After the death of Joseph 

Stalin, leader of the Soviet Union, workers took the opportunity to protest. 

On the morning of May 4, militia arrived, and women working at two 

other nearby warehouses walked out on strike and confronted the militia, 

with other tobacco workers joining them. Communist Party authorities 

ordered the troops to open fire on the workers, and several were killed, 
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dozens injured, hundreds arrested, many of whom were subsequently sent 

to the gulags, effectively breaking the strike. 

yh May 4, 1919 Fifty thousand factory workers in Rio de Janeiro walked 

= out, demanding a maximum eight-hour workday and a20 percent pay 

increase. In June, workers in Sao Paulo joined them, and, in July, having 

failed to break the strike, the government forced the employers to give in to 

both demands. 

May 4, 1961 Freedom Riders began 

using direct action to fight the seg- 

regation of interstate bus travel in 

the Southern United States. Despite 

segregation being illegal, the law was 

not enforced, and police collaborated 

with the Ku Klux Klan and violent 

racist white mobs that attacked the 

Black and white riders. But the riders 

kept fighting, with some taking up Racists attack Freedom Riders in 
Alabama, 1961 (Photo courtesy of the Federal 

arms to protect themselves, and, by Bureau of Investigation/Wikimedia Commons) 

November, segregation on the bus 

system had ended. 

May 5, 1906 During Cinco de Mayo celebrations, workers at the 

Cananea Consolidated Copper Company in Sonora, Mexico, who 

earned 40 percent less than American employees doing the same work, pro- 

tested against pay discrimination. Authorities responded by declaring 

martial law. The following month, the Mexican miners went on strike, and 

many of them were killed by company thugs. 

May 5, 1970 Hundreds of thousands of university students in the US walked 

out of class and took to the streets in a nationwide student strike against 

the Vietnam War and to protest against the killing of four students at Kent 

State University by National Guard troops the previous day. 

May 6, 1933 Nazis raided the Institut fur Sexualwissenschaft (Sexology 

Institute) in Berlin. Run by Magnus Hirschfeld, the institute was a 

pioneering organization that supported gay and transgender rights and 

equality for women. Hirschfeld coined the term “transsexualism.” The 
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Nazis plunder the Institut fiir Sexualwissenschaft's bray: May 6, 1933 (United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration, College 

Park) 

institute employed at least one transgender worker and had begun offering 

the first modern gender affirmation surgery. 

A few days after the raid, the institute's huge library was burned in the 

streets while propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels delivered a speech. The 

Nazis then stepped up persecution of all LGBT+ people. 

May 6, 1937 Four hundred Black women tobacco stemmers went on strike 

at the I.N. Vaughan Company in Richmond, Virginia, amid a wave of unrest 

in the industry. With assistance from the Southern Negro Youth Congress 

(SNYC), the women walked out for better pay and conditions and were 

joined on picket lines by white women textile workers. After forty-eight 

hours, they won better pay, a maximum eight-hour day, a five-day week, and 

union recognition. 

May 7, 1912 The first general strike of waiters and hotel workers in 

U New York City began when 150 workers at the Belmont Hotel walked 

out. Organized by the Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW), at the 

strike’s peak over six thousand workers were out, demanding one day off 

per week, higher wages, and no discrimination against union members. The 

employers tried to stoke racial hatred by hiring African American 
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strikebreakers, so the workers allied with the Colored Waiters’ Association 

and called on Black workers to join the strike. 

Various individual hotels agreed to some of the strikers’ demands, and 

a combination of police violence, media harassment, and an increasing 

number of scabs, including local college students, brought the strike to an 

end by late June, with some key organizers blacklisted. Nonetheless, hotel 

workers continued to strike in the coming years, and today hotel workers in 

New York City remain among the best paid in the world. @® 6 

May 7, 1980 The US-backed military dictatorship in Sabuk-eup, South Korea, 

reneged on its promise to coal miners and their wives of an amnesty for pro- 

tests the previous month. They arrested over seventy people and took them 

to the joint investigation headquarters, where they were brutally tortured. 

Thirty of them were later sentenced to one to five years in prison. Three of 

those tortured died prematurely from their injuries. 

On April 21, the working class mining community had seized police 

weapons and dynamite from the mines and taken control of the town, 

setting up a ‘liberated zone’ during a strike for a 40 percent pay increase. 

The following day, three hundred armed police arrived, but five thousand 

protesters succeeded in driving them from the area. Local women, house- 

wives, and other residents took an active part in the struggle, with the com- 

munity setting up its own security detachments. 

By April 24, employers and authorities agreed to all of the workers’ 

demands, including a pay increase and an amnesty for the protesters, in 

return for workers laying down their weapons. 

May 8, 1928 Luisa Lallana, an eighteen-year-old Argentinian anarchist 

factory worker, was murdered by a strikebreaker during a dockers’ 

strike. The previous month, stevedores in Rosario walked out, demanding 

their first pay increase in five years. Lallana and some of her colleagues from 

the Mancini burlap bag factory were distributing leaflets from the Women’s 

Port Committee in support of the dockworkers, when Juan Romero, a scab 

and member of the extreme right paramilitary Liga Patridtica Argentina 

(Argentine Patriotic League), shot her in the head. She died that afternoon. 

The following day, local unions, the anarchist union the Federacion 

Obrera Regional Argentina (Argentine Regional Workers’ Federation; FORA), 

and the Communist Party called a general strike in protest. Thousands of 

people downed tools and marched, and Lallana’s funeral procession was led 

by acolumn of a thousand women. Police violently attacked the mourners, 
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and two warships arrived in the port to reinforce the police and para- 

militaries. In all, eleven workers were killed during the strike that month. 

Nonetheless, strikes and demonstrations in the city continued to escalate 

and grow for over a year. 

May 8, 1942 A group of Black and white young people staged a sit-in at the 

segregated Jack Spratt Coffee House in Chicago—the first sit-in of the civil 

rights movement. The restaurant called police, but they refused to remove 

the occupiers, as they had not broken any laws. As a result, the restaurant 

dropped its discriminatory policy. The occupation was organized by the 

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), which had been set up the previous 

year. 

May 9, 1914 Suffragettes battled police who attempted to raid a 

meeting on women's rights in Glasgow, Scotland. Police storming the 

hall faced a barrage of flying flowerpots, tables, and chairs, while audience 

members and bodyguards trained in jiujitsu armed themselves with clubs, 

batons, poles, planks of wood, and even a revolver loaded with blanks and 

fought off the police. When police attempted to arrest the speakers, they 

were slowed by barbed wire that had been hidden in the garlands bedecking 

the stage. 
Cs 
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Cartoon titled “The Suffragette That Knew Jiu-Jitsu” (Punch 1910, courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons) 
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May 9, 1936 In Thessaloniki, Greece, police and soldiers attacked a workers 

demonstration during a general strike against police repression, killing 

twelve. The funerals of the workers became mass demonstrations of over 

two hundred thousand people, and a further nationwide protest strike took 

place a few days later. 

Just three months later, General Ioannis Metaxas declared a dictator- 

ship to end the disorder, but he was forced to introduce a maximum eight- 

hour workday and social protections like pensions and welfare payments. 

May 10, 1920 Workers 

on the East India 

Docks in London, England, 

stopped work upon discov- 

ering that the SS Jolly George 

ship had been loaded with 

munitions to be used to fight 

against the Russian 

Revolution. They refused to 

continue loading the ship, 

with coalheavers refusing to 

bring aboard coal for the 

ship's engines, until the 

weaponry had _ been 

unloaded. 

The workers were suc- 

cessful, and, on May 15, the 

munitions were unloaded 

back onto the docks. Former 

suffragette and left commu- 
nist Sylvia Pankhurst played Sylvia Pankhurst in Trafalgar Square, 1932 (Courtesy 

of Spaarnestad Photo, via Nationaal Archief) 
a key role in organizing the 

boycott, as did another woman known only as “Mrs. Walker from Poplar.” 

May 10, 1941 The Strike of the One Hundred Thousand took place in 

Nazi-occupied Belgium on the first anniversary of the German invasion. 

Beginning in a steelworks in East Belgium, tens of thousands walked out, 

forcing authorities to grant an 8 percent pay increase, before arresting hun- 

dreds of strikers and sending many to the concentration camps. 
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May 11, 1923 After months of agitation, 150 mostly women rent strik- 

ers who had been jailed in the Mexican town of Veracruz the previous 

year were freed by the governor. The women had organized strikes in deten- 

tion, and fought with prison guards, while workers outside threatened a 

general strike for their freedom. The tenants left the jail in groups of ten, 

the women wearing cream dresses and straw hats with red ribbons, while 

their supporters sang songs, shouted slogans, and set off firecrackers. The 

group then paraded through the main streets of the city to the office of the 

renters union, where they declared their commitment to continue their 

direct action against landlords. 

May 11, 1972 A group called OPR-33 (Organizacién Popular Revolucionaria-33; 

Popular Revolutionary Organization-33), the armed wing of the Federaci6én 

Anarquista Uruguaya (Uruguayan Anarchist Federation; FAU), kidnapped 

a shoe manufacturer named Sergio Molaguero, whose workers were on 

strike. They received a ransom of $10 million, which they used to publicize 

the crimes of the Uruguayan dictatorship internationally. 

May 12, 1916 Irish socialist, 

trade unionist, and inde- 

pendence activist James Connolly 

was executed by firing squad at 

Kilmainham Gaol, in Dublin. Along 

with fourteen others, he had been 

sentenced to death for his leading 

role in the Easter Rising against 

British colonial authorities. He 

had been wounded in the fighting 

and was unable to stand in front of 

the firing squad, so he was tied to 

a chair and shot. 
James Connolly, pre-1916 (Courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons) 

May 12, 1978 In spite of living under a military regime, dayshift toolroom 

workers at the Saab-Scania auto plant in Sao Bernardo, Brazil, decided to 

stop work. The strike spread, and within two weeks over twenty factories 

and forty-five thousand workers had downed tools for a pay increase. In the 

following weeks, the stoppage spread to Osasco and Sao Paulo, before all the 

auto companies agreed to make pay increases of 11 to 13.5 percent. 
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The Odéon Théatre in Paris during the May 1968 strike (Photo by Eric Koch/Anefo, courtesy of 
Nationaal Archief) 

May 13, 1968 Up to ten million workers launched a general strike in 

France during the May 68 rebellion, as hundreds of thousands took to 

the streets in Paris following violent student riots. 

May 13, 1985 Philadelphia police attacked the home of Black liberation and 

environmentalist group MOVE with automatic weapons, then dropped a 

bomb on it, killing five adults and six children, and destroying sixty-one 

homes in the predominantly Black neighborhood when the fire spread, 

making 250 people homeless. 

A force of close to five hundred police officers fired over ten thousand 

rounds of ammunition into the house, in which there were numerous 

women and children, while other officers blew holes in the walls with explo- 

sives. The police commissioner then ordered that the house be bombed with 

an improvised explosive device made from C4 provided by the FBI. Only 

two people survived the blast and ensuing fire: Ramona Africa and Michael 

Ward, aged thirteen. While no officials were prosecuted, Africa was subse- 

quently jailed for seven years on riot and conspiracy charges. The incident 

occurred during the tenure of Philadelphia's first Black mayor, a Democrat 

named Wilson Goode. 
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May 14, 1913 Philadelphia longshoremen walked out on strike. Around 

half of the four thousand strikers were African American. The strik- 

ers met and decided to join the Industrial Workers of the World union 

(IWW)—one of the earliest examples of effective, multiracial unionism in 

the US. Two weeks later the workers won the strike. A) 6 

May 14, 1931 In Adalen, Sweden, troops opened fire with a heavy machine 

gun on a peaceful demonstration of striking sulfate factory workers, 

killing four demonstrators and one bystander and wounding several other 

people. 

May 15, 1831 In London, a jury found the stabbing to death of a police 

officer “justifiable homicide,” despite the coroner locking the jury in 

a room to get them to change their mind. The recently formed Metropolitan 

Police had violently attacked a demonstration of the National Union of the 

Working Classes, and defending themselves the workers stabbed three 

policemen, killing one. 

Police were widely hated by Londoners, who largely saw them as a 

violent gang set up to protect the property of the rich and keep the working 

class in abject poverty. Officers were routinely mocked in the street and 

given nicknames like “raw lobsters,” “blue devils,” and “Peel's bloody gang,” 

after Robert Peel, the politician who established the force. They were also 

frequently attacked, with some early recruits being stabbed, others blinded, 

and one even held down while someone ran him over. 

May 15, 1950 A general strike broke out in Nairobi, Kenya, then part of 

the British Empire. Union leaders planned to declare a strike the follow- 

ing day, but workers themselves had already walked out, demanding the 

freedom of two jailed union leaders, big minimum wage increases, annual 

pay increases, subsidized housing, sick pay, fourteen days paid vacation 

per year, unemployment insurance, and more rights for taxi drivers. The 

unions later called for “freedom for all workers and all the East African ter- 

ritories.” British authorities declared the strike illegal and attacked mass 

meetings of workers with tear gas. Meanwhile strikers shaved the heads 

of scabs. Women organized logistics and the distribution of food supplies. 

With around one hundred thousand firmly committed workers out on 

strike, for some reason union leaders ordered a return to work, despite only 

a small increase in the minimum wage in some townships being agreed to. 

Hundreds of strikers were dismissed in the wake of the dispute. 
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Striking truck drivers battle police, Minneapolis, 1934 (Courtesy of the National Archives at 
College Park/Wikimedia Commons) 

May 16, 1934 Minneapolis truck drivers in the Teamsters union went 

on strike, shutting down almost all commercial transport in the city. 

The dispute lasted over three months, ending with most of the workers’ 

demands being met and opening the way for more workers organization in 

Minneapolis. With its months of fierce battles between striking workers and 

scabs, protected by police and private guards, it also became a central labor 

dispute in twentieth-century US history. 

May 16, 1967 The All Circles Struggle Committee (ACSC) was established 

in Hong Kong in the wake of violent police repression of a strike of plastic 

flower factory workers. 

On May 6, British colonial police violently beat picketing workers and 

bystanders, causing mass outrage. Protests against—and clashes with— 

police began breaking out across the city. 

In the two days following the establishment of the ACSC to coordinate 

a movement against colonialism, 126 struggle committees were formed to 

share experiences and plan action. A week later, wildcat strikes began to 

break out, with widespread rioting. In June, a general strike was called. 
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It eventually faltered, although w oo 

strikes in some industries con- ~\s_ =4=" 

tinued until late July. ‘¢ 

As the strike collapsed, 

many protesters began resorting 

to bomb attacks—both real and 

fake—targeting British authori- 

ties, to cause chaos and disrupt =f 7 

business as usual. What became ff! fa E Py = 
known as the Hong Kong Riots ee Pe 
lasted until December before British police beat up naar submitting a 

d petition at the government house (Photo by and 
being called off after secret talks courtesy of Chau Yick) 

between British authorities and 

the Communist Party of China (CPC). The CPC was nominally opposed to 

British colonialism, but, in reality, the Chinese economy benefited from 

having access to international markets through British Hong Kong, so the 

CPC eventually decided not to push for British withdrawal. 

While the protests ended, in their wake British authorities imple- 

mented numerous reforms that significantly improved the lives of working 

class Hong Kongers. These included UK-style social benefits for the unem- 

ployed, the disabled, and the elderly, construction of new hospitals and 

homes, abolition of some sexist laws, and the far-reaching eradication of 

rampant police corruption. 9) 30-31 

May 17, 1949 Brick factory worker and 

former Italian resistance member 

Maria Margotti was killed in Molinella by 

Carabinieri—domestic paramilitary police. 

The previous day she had stood on a picket 

line of agricultural workers, along with 

other women attempting to stop scabs from 

replacing the strikers. Police attacked them 

particularly violently. So, on May 17, there 

was a demonstration protesting against 

17 

: ; aan Maria Margotti (Courtesy of 
police violence. The Carabinieri opened fire — wikimedia Commons) 

on the crowd with machine guns, killing 

Margotti. She was thirty-four years old. Her death caused mass outrage and 

spurred an escalation in opposition and resistance to the postwar state and 

its anti-working class policies. 

103 



M@ MAY WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

May 17, 1965 In reaction to a general strike the right-wing Bolivian mili- 

tary dictatorship declared a state of siege and launched an all-out war on 

the organized working class. They also passed a series of laws dismantling 

labor unions and calling up all Bolivians aged nineteen to fifty into military 

service. 

May 18, 1968 The Senegalese May 68 began in earnest, with students 

launching a national strike following a government cut to student 

grants. Despite violent police repression, the movement grew over the next 

few days and eventually culminated in a workers’ general strike, with many 

concessions being won. 

May 18, 1980 After robbing local armories and police stations, the workers 

of Gwangju, South Korea, rose up against the brutal US-backed dictator, 

Chun Doo-hwan. The uprising took place after peaceful anti-government 

protesters had been fired upon and killed by government troops. Though it 

was bloodily suppressed, it helped ignite a chain of similar rebellions across 

Asia, winning people many democratic rights. 

{ 9 May 19, 1918 During World War I, the Hungarian 6th Infantry Regiment 

of Ujvideck at Pecs mutinied and refused to go to the trenches. Instead 

they cut telephone wires and attacked municipal buildings and barracks, 

then occupied the local railway station. Surrounded by loyal military forces, 

they resisted for three days before surrendering. One in ten was shot at 

random. All higher-ranking officers involved were shot, and noncommis- 

sioned officers were jailed. 

May 19, 1935 Two hundred banana loaders employed by the United Fruit 

Company at the port in Kingston, Jamaica, went on strike. On the second day 

of the stoppage, British colonial police opened fire on the workers, wound- 

ing one woman. Nonetheless, the strike spread, becoming a general strike in 

the city within a few days. It took weeks for security forces to regain control. 

P§ May 20, 1910 The Japanese High Treason 

20 Incident began to unfold when police searched 

the room of lumber worker Miyashita Takichi and 

found bomb-making materials, prompting the mass 

K6otoku Shiasui, one of those executed as part of the High 
Treason Incident (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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arrest of socialists and anarchists for conspiring to assassinate the emperor, 

with twenty-four of them sentenced to death after a show trial, even though 

only a handful were actually responsible. 

May 20, 1936 The first issue of Mujeres Libres (Free Women), a Spanish anar- 

chist-feminist magazine by the group of the same name aimed at ending 

the “triple enslavement of women to ignorance, to capital, and to men” was 

published. The group went on to play an important role in the Spanish 

Revolution, which broke out later that year. ( 

May 21, 1941 An 

actors strike began 

in Norway against Nazi 

occupation. Many actors 

who were unwilling to 

perform after the Nazis 

took over broadcasting 

had previously signed a 

secret pledge to go on 

strike if any artist was 

fired for political reasons. 

Six actors, including Tore 

Segelcke, Lillemor von 

Hanno, Gerda Ring, and 

Elisabeth Gording, refused 

to work on the radio when 
ordered to by Nazi author- Tore Segelcke, 1959 (Photo by Leif Ornelund, courtesy of the 

Oslo Museum, CC by SA 4.0) 
ities. On May 21, they were 

summoned to Oslo police headquarters for interrogation, and all had their 

work permits revoked. That evening, workers walked out, shutting down 

every theater in the capital. By the following day, the strike had spread to 

Bergen and Trondheim. The Gestapo began threatening the actors, but they 

voted overwhelmingly to continue the strike. On May 24, German authori- 

ties gave an ultimatum to the workers and began arresting union repre- 

sentatives. But in spite of this and of being threatened with the death 

penalty, the strike continued for five weeks. 

In the wake of the dispute, the Nazis decided to take complete control 

of theaters, but the general public had no interest in fascist “entertainment” 

and boycotted it. 
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May 21, 1979 In what would become 

known as the White Night riots, LGBT+ 

people in San Francisco reacted angrily 

when the killer of Harvey Milk was not 

convicted of murder. Milk, one of the 

first openly gay elected officials in the 

US, was shot and killed, along with the 

mayor George Moscone, by former police 

officer Dan White, who used his service Burning police cars and rioters on 
the San Francisco Civic Center Plaza 

revolver. (Photo by Daniel Nicoletta, courtesy of 

Numerous San Francisco police ikimedia Commons) 
officers wore t-shirts emblazoned with the slogan “Free Dan White,” while 

others contributed to White's legal fund, which reportedly raised $100,000. 

Despite later admitting that the murders were premeditated, in court White 

used his now-infamous “Twinkie defense,” claiming that the fact that he was 

eating junk food showed he was in a poor mental state. Rather than murder, 

he was only convicted of voluntary manslaughter. 

Upon hearing the verdict, a crowd of five hundred mostly LGBT+ 

people began marching down Castro Street, calling others to join them, as 

they headed to City Hall. By the time they arrived, the crowd had grown 

to include thousands of people, and they attacked the building, smashing 

windows. Police waded into the crowd, beating people with batons, and the 

crowd began burning police cars. As one man set light to a vehicle, he told 

a reporter, ‘Make sure you put in the paper that I ate too many Twinkies.” 

In retaliation for their humiliating defeat, police attacked a gay bar later 

that night, screaming homophobic abuse, shattering windows, and beating 

drinkers and passersby, injuring numerous people. By the end of the night, 

sixty-one police officers and over one hundred members of the public had 

been hospitalized. 

Dan White ended up only serving five years in prison. He killed himself 

shortly after his release. 

May 22, 1968 During the May 68 uprising, footballers in Paris occupied 

the headquarters of the French Football Association and issued a 

statement demanding the immediate dismissal of football “profiteers” and 

the establishment of football without profits, declaring, “United, we will 

make football once again what it ought never to have ceased to be—the 

sport of joy, the sport of the world of tomorrow that all the workers have 

started building.” 
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May 22, 2006 Teachers in Oaxaca, Mexico, walked out on strike for the 

twenty-fifth consecutive year when the government refused to respond to 

their demands. What made this year unique was that they set up camp in 

the city center and urged students and their families to join them, defied 

orders to return to work, and even set up their own radio station. Tens 

of thousands joined the rebellion, which lasted for five months and faced 

massive repression from local police, federal police, and paramilitaries, who 

killed as many as twenty-seven people, including our friend Brad Will, activ- 

ist journalist from New York. 

May 23, 1946 The largest mass arrest in the history of Rochester, New 

York, took place when three hundred police rounded up 208 municipal 

workers who were on strike for reinstatement to their jobs and union rec- 

ognition. In addition to picketers, they arrested a teacher on her way to work, 

a plumber who was walking by, and even one of the strikers’ dogs. The 

repression did not deter the workers, however, and the strike spread and 

was won the following week. 

May 23, 1969 Workers launched a massive strike in the Industrial Corridor 

near Rosario, Argentina, as part of the prolonged Rosariazo rebellion against 

the military dictatorship. 

Protesters during the Rosariazo rebellion (Photo by Carlos Saldi, courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons) 
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May 24, 1919 Thousands of coal miners in Alberta, Canada, walked off 

the job in a dispute over pay, the cost of living, and working conditions. 

They were organized in the One Big Union (OBU): a revolutionary union that 

planned to organize all workers into a single union to take control of society 

and run it collectively. Thirteen mine companies in Drumheller refused to 

negotiate and hired returning war veterans, arming them with clubs and 

iron bars, giving them free alcohol, and encouraging them to terrorize the 

workers and beat and torture the organizers, while the police turned a blind 

eye. By August the strike was broken. 

May 24, 1990 The car of revolutionary construction worker and environ- 

mentalist Judi Bari was bombed, severely injuring her and wounding her 

colleague Darryl Cherney. They had been campaigning to protect ancient 

redwood forests in California from logging companies, had received death 

threats, and had previously had their car rammed by a logging truck. 

Despite it being a clear attempt to murder them, FBI agents, who arrived 

on the scene almost immediately, attempted to frame them for their own 

attempted assassination. 

Bari died of breast cancer in 1997, having lived in constant pain after the 

attack, but several years later Cherney and Bari’s family won a civil rights 

case against the FBI for the frame job and were awarded $4.4 million. 

May 25, 1978 Police in Aotearoa/New Zealand attacked a Maori land 

occupation at Bastion Point, near Auckland, demanding the return of 

the stolen land. The Orakei Maori Action Committee (OMAC) had been occu- 

pying the land for 506 days when police moved in to evict them, arresting 

222 people and demolishing buildings. However, protests continued, and in 

1988 the government agreed to return the land to the Ngati Whatua people. 

May 25, 2020 George Floyd, forty-six, an African American security guard 

and father of two, was killed by Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, 

who knelt on his neck for more than eight minutes. The killer, who had 

had eighteen previous complaints filed against him, ignored Floyd's desper- 

ate calls that he could not breathe and killed him. He continued to kneel 

on Floyd’s neck after he lost consciousness. Even after paramedics arrived, 

he kept kneeling on his neck for a further minute and twenty seconds. 

Meanwhile, three of his colleagues stood by and protected him while onlook- 

ers filmed and called for help. With a spate of other killings of unarmed 

Black people by police and vigilantes, including Breonna Taylor, Anmaud 
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Arbery, and Rayshard Brooks, the Black Lives Matter movement reemerged, 

swept the US, and spread internationally. At the time of writing (July 2020) 

over 4,700 protests have taken place in some 2,500 towns and cities around 

the US with between seven and twenty-six million participants, which 

would make it the largest protest movement in the country’s history—this 

despite violent attacks on demonstrators by police, National Guard, and 

armed white supremacists. 

The full scope of the movement cannot yet be known, but so far it has 

resulted in murder charges being filed against George Floyd's killers and has 

sparked growing calls for the defunding or even abolition of police forces. 

In Minneapolis, this has resulted in the city council pledging to dismantle 

its police department. 

May 26, 1824 The first recorded factory strike in US history took place 

when 102 girls and women working at the Slater Mill in Pawtucket, 

Rhode Island, picketed their factory. Two days prior, the mill owners in the 

town had decided to increase working hours by one hour a day for everyone, 

with no additional pay, and cut the pay of power loom weavers by 25 percent. 

The weavers affected were all girls and women aged fifteen to thirty, who 

were previously being paid “extravagant wages for young women,” accord- 

ing to the employers. Something occurred that the owners did not expect, 

something that had never happened before in the infant textile industry or, 

indeed, any factory in the country: the women organized themselves and 

went on strike. They were joined by other workers and members of the local 

community, who blockaded the mills, protested, and hurled rocks at the 

mansions of the owners. One prominent local politician, George F. Jenckes, 

wrote in his journal during the dispute: 

I have just returned from one of the moste gloomy assemblage of 

people I have ever witnessed, from the street ... across the bridge to 

Josiah Mill's shop is literally filled with Men Women and Children— 

making a mob of very daring aspect, insulting the managers of cotton 

mills in every shape—pulling and hauling—screaming and shouting 

thro the streets. 

On the final day of the week-long strike, one of the mills was set ablaze. 

The day after the fire, the mill owners moved to negotiate with the workers, 

and they reached a compromise. In the wake of the dispute, other groups 

of workers began organizing themselves, and other strikes would break out 

across the New England textile industry in the coming years. ® 32 
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May 26, 1944 A general strike broke out in Marseille, in Vichy France. 

Metalworkers, public servants, and transport workers joined a stoppage of 

shipyard workers that had begun the previous day, demonstrating in front 

of the city hall, demanding “bread!” The strike held out until the Gestapo 

arrested fifteen thousand workers, but the crackdown was short-lived, as 

Marseille was liberated soon after. 

my May 27, 1919 Workers in Lima, Peru, declared a general strike in protest 

against the high cost of living, shutting down economic activity in the 

area. The government eventually crushed the strike by killing at least one 

hundred protesters and wounding and jailing hundreds more. 

May 27, 2004 Six people, including one woman, were killed and dozens 

wounded by the Lebanese Army during a trade union demonstration in 

the Al-Salam neighborhood of Beirut’s southern suburb. The Confédération 

Générale des Travailleurs Libanais (General Confederation of Lebanese 

Workers; CGTL) had called on workers to strike and take to the streets across 

the country to protest high fuel prices and the high cost of living. Angry 

demonstrators torched the five-story Ministry of Labor building, and secu- 

rity forces arrested more than 130 protesters in one of Lebanon's deadliest 

worker protests since the civil war. The army was using live ammunition in 

the residential neighborhood of Al-Salam at the same time as the Lebanese 

government, headed by Rafic Hariri, was making preparations to receive 

international delegations to the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 

Countries (OPEC) meeting in Beirut less than a week later. 

May 28, 1913 Thousands of dockworkers in Philadelphia won their 

two-week strike for a pay increase and union recognition. They were 

organized in Local 8 of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), led by 

the Black dockworker Ben Fletcher. 

Local 8, with a membership that included African Americans, Irish 

Americans, East European immigrants, and other ethnic groups, was prob- 

ably the most racially and ethnically integrated union local in the United 

States during the World War I era. It was also among the most durable 

branches of the IWW, dominating the waterfront for almost a decade, 

despite massive employer and government repression. @® 6 

May 28, 1936 Thirty-two thousand workers occupied the Renault plant in 

Paris. One hundred thousand more workers soon occupied every major 
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engineering factory around the city. Over the following month, a strike 

wave swept the country from the factories to nonunionized shops, involv- 

ing two million workers in twelve thousand strikes and occupations. To 

stop the upheaval, employers and the government had to agree to wage 

increases of 7 to 15 percent, a forty-hour workweek, paid vacation, and col- 

lective bargaining rights. 

is 

Strikers protest in Cordoba, May 29, 1969 (Court 
eee ts 

esy Wikimedia Commons) 

May 29, 1969 Car factory worker Maximo Mena was shot and killed 

by police during a strike in Cordoba, Argentina. The result was a wave 

of riots and demonstrations throughout the city by workers and students, 

in what would become known as the “Cérdobazo,” the legendary revolt of 

the Cordoban working class, spelling the beginning of the end for the mili- 

tary government of General Juan Carlos Ongania. 

May 29, 1972 The Dalit Panthers organization, modelled on the US Black 

Panthers, was formed in Maharashtra, India, to combat caste discrimination. 

Dalit means “oppressed” and refers to members of lower castes in India. The 

socialist group was most active during the 1970s and 1980s. 

May 30, 1925 British-led police in Shanghai massacred twelve workers 

and students who were supporting a strike at a Japanese-owned 

cotton mill. The working class responded with a massive strike: within a 

couple of weeks Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Hong Kong were shut down, 
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with Hong Kong largely taken over by the workers, until the strike was 

broken the following year by Chinese nationalists. 

May 30, 1969 A workers uprising that would bring down the government 

began in Curacao, a Caribbean island and part of the Dutch Empire. A mass 

strike was underway, and widespread rioting broke out against low pay 

and discrimination against the Black population. The rebellion was a key 

turning point in Curagao’s history. 

May 31, 1831 The Merthyr Tydfil uprising in Wales was sparked when 

bailiffs from the court of requests attempted to seize goods from the 

home of Lewis Lewis, known as Lewsyn yr Heliwr (Lewis the Huntsman). 

With the help of his neighbors, Lewis managed to prevent them from enter- 

ing his home. The following day a demonstration by ironworkers began 

ransacking the houses of bailiffs and returning property to the original 

owners. The rebellion spread and lasted until mid-June. 

May 31, 1921 Following 

a false allegation that a 

Black man attacked a white 

woman, the Tulsa massacre, 

one of the single worst inci- 

dents of racial violence in 

US, left three hundred dead. 

The Tulsa Tribune newspa- 

per included a front-page 

article titled “Nab Negro for 

Attacking Girl in Elevator’ 

and a back-page editorial titled “To Lynch Negro Tonight.” 

Local whites were inflamed, and they attacked the Black community of 

Greenwood, at the time the most prosperous African American community 

in the US, commonly known as the Black Wall Street. Mobs were backed 

up by private planes that reportedly dropped incendiary devices and fired 

on Black residents. Hundreds were killed, and the entire thirty-five-block 

area was razed to the ground, leaving up to ten thousand people homeless. 

At the time of writing (early 2020) there are still a few survivors awaiting 

justice and reparations. 

(Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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June 1, 1926 A police patrol in Wyndham, Australia, headed out to 

search for an Aboriginal man who had killed a white man for assault- 

ing and whipping him. They returned on June 19. Over this period the 

Forrest River massacre took place, with the officers murdering and burning 

anywhere from eleven to three hundred Indigenous people. A Royal 

Commission confirmed the massacre took place, but no officers were con- 

victed of any offences. 

June 1, 1971 Dozens of homeless families occupied empty homes in Via 

Tibaldi, Milan. Supported by local factory workers, construction workers, 

and the unemployed, they resisted two violent police attempts at eviction, 

before eventually forcing the local government to rehouse them and 140 

other families. 

June 2, 1863 The Combahee River Raid took place, with formerly 

enslaved Underground Railroad activist Harriet Tubman leading 150 

Black Union soldiers. The only woman-led military operation during the 

American Civil War, it was a major success, with 750 enslaved people freed 

and the estates of several wealthy secessionist landowners looted and 

burned. 

June 2, 1975 One hundred sex workers occupied the Church of Saint Nizier, in 

Lyon, refusing to leave unless their convictions for soliciting were rescinded. 

They were evicted after a week, but a precedent-setting legal judgment can- 

celled the workers imminent prison sentences shortly thereafter. 

June 3, 1943 The Zoot Suit Riots began when some fifty white sailors 

in the US Navy left their armory, headed to Alpine Street in Los 

Angeles, and attacked young Mexican American children wearing zoot suits. 

They began by clubbing a group of twelve- and thirteen-year-old boys, strip- 

ping them of their clothes and burning them in a pile. The mob was soon 

detained by the local shore patrol, but after the arrival of a senior naval 

officer, they were released without charge. 

The following day, young Chicano men drove past the armory hurling 

abuse at guards. Come nightfall, white sailors again headed out, this time 

to the Mexican American area of East Los Angeles, attacking people in the 

streets and in bars and theaters. 

Over the next few days, many other servicemen joined the attacks. The 

vigilantes were praised by the press, while police arrested the victims of the 
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a 

Zoot suiters outside Los Angeles jail, June 9, 1943 (Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints 
& Photographs Division, New York World-Telegram and the Sun Newspaper Photograph Collection, 

reproduction number, LC-USZ62-113319) 

attacks rather than the perpetrators. Los Angeles city council even tried to 

ban the wearing of the suits. 

Meanwhile, Black and Mexican zoot suit wearers, including groups of 

women known as Pachucas, like the Slick Chicks and Black Widows, organ- 

ized and fought back. As clashes in Los Angeles faded, they began to break 

out in New York, Philadelphia, and Detroit, the latter after attacks on Black 

zoot suiters. Within weeks, Detroit exploded in its worst race riots up to that 

point. Zoot suits were, in the end, a symbol of Black and Mexican working 

class pride, defiance, and rebellion. 

June 3, 2016 A federal judge in 

the United States ruled that 

women’s soccer players could 

not go on strike, despite their 

collective bargaining agreement 

US women’s national soccer team with 
President Barack Obama, October 2015 = 
(Photo by Lawrence Jackson, courtesy of the ; 

White House/Wikimedia Commons) 
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(which included a no-strike clause) having expired. The women were in a 

dispute over pay discrimination, as their male equivalents made up to four 

times more money, despite the women’s team being much more successful 

and generating more revenue than the men’s. 

June 4, 1950 The 43 Group of militant anti-fascist Jewish ex-service- 

men and women voted to disband itself at an extraordinary general 

meeting in London, England. The group had been formed four years prior 

by Jewish people who had fought in the British Army against the Nazis 

during World War II, who had seen the horrors of the concentration camps, 

and who returned home to see fascists organizing openly on UK streets. 

They resolved to continue their fight against fascism, racism, and anti-Sem- 

itism by any means necessary. 

The group included decorated war hero Gerry Flamberg, apprentice 

hairdresser Vidal Sassoon, gay former officer Harry Bidney, and women like 

Doris Kaye, who infiltrated fascist groups, and Julie Sloggan, who was one 

of its most ardent street fighters. They disrupted and broke up fascist meet- 

ings, usually after breaking through the fascists’ police guard, and harassed 

fascist aristocrat Oswald Mosley and his followers in towns and cities up 

and down the country. Eventually Mosley went into exile, and fascist organ- 

izing dwindled to the degree that the 43 Group dissolved itself, although 

veterans of the group would throw themselves back into the movement 

when Mosley attempted a comeback in the 1960s. “9)) 35-37 

June 4, 1976 An eighteen-year-old Sikh schoolboy, Gurdip Singh Chaggar, 

was fatally stabbed in a racist attack outside the Dominion Theatre in 

Southall, London. When a passerby asked a police officer who had been 

killed, he responded, “Just an Asian.” His murder triggered riots in the area 

and prompted local Asian and Black youths to form the Southall Youth 

Movement (SYM), which took the fight against racists into the streets. 

@) 33-34 

June 5, 1981 Workers in the Philippines held their first general strike 

after the end of martial law in the Bataan Export Processing Zone— 

something that the government had said would never happen. The strike 

lasted until June 7 and led to the establishment of the Alyansa ng 

Manggagawa sa Bataan (Bataan Labor Alliance; AMBA), which, in 1983, 

helped organize a wave of thirty-one strikes against twenty-two different 

firms. 
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June 5, 1996 Texas border community group Save Sierra Blanca (SSB) stepped 

up its campaign to oppose a nuclear waste disposal site in its community. 

It allied with many other environmental groups in the United States and 

Mexico. The disposal site was supported by, among others, Governor George 

W. Bush, President Bill Clinton, and Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont. The 

campaign lasted for over two years, until the plan was officially shelved on 

October 22, 1998. 

James Meredith walking to class at University of Mississippi accompanied by US 
marshals (Courtesy of the Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division, U.S. News & World 

Report Magazine Collection) 

June 6, 1966 Anti-racist activist and war veteran James Meredith 

began a solitary march of over two hundred miles from Memphis, 

Tennessee, to Jackson, Mississippi, to protest against racism and to encour- 

age Black voter registration. While doing so, he was shot by a white man in 

an attempted assassination, but others continued in his place. Meredith 

himself rejoined the march while still recovering. When Meredith arrived 

in Jackson, he was accompanied by some fifteen thousand people. In its later 

stages the march was protected by the Deacons for Defense and Justice, an 

African American civil rights group that was armed for self-defense. 

Meredith had first come to prominence as the first African American 

to attend the all-white University of Mississippi. White supremacists rioted 

in protest at his admission, burning cars, destroying property, and attack- 

ing federal agents and US troops with rocks, bricks, and guns. After the 
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violence subsided, many white students reportedly shunned and harassed 

him. Meredith is now eighty-six and has written numerous books. 

June 6, 1988 A general strike was declared in South Africa by Black unions 

and anti-apartheid groups. Up to three million took part in the stoppage, 

protesting against the two-year-old state of emergency and further pro- 

posed restrictions on the right to strike. The strikers held out until June 8 

against police, who opened fire on crowds in townships. 

7 June 7, 1968 Women workers at Ford’s Dagenham plant in England 

i walked out on strike for equal pay with male workers. They agreed to 

return to work after three weeks, when they were offered 92 percent of the 

men's wages. The strike was the key reason for the Equal Pay Act of 1970, 

although nominal pay equality at Ford was only achieved after a later strike, 

in 1984. 

June 7, 1972 Police opened fire into a crowd of strikers demanding back pay 

in Karachi, Pakistan, killing three and injuring dozens. The funeral proces- 

sion the next day was also attacked by police, and workers responded witha 

mass strike across the city. The police were under the control of the People's 

Party, the populist government elected with working class and radical left 

support. 

| 8 | June 8, 1961 A group of Freedom Riders, including Kwame Ture (still 

known as Stokely Carmichael at this time), Gwendolyn Greene, and 

Joan Mulholland, were arrested in Jackson, Mississippi. Ture became a 

central organizer in the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC), and later the Black Panther Party. He was a target of the FBI's 

COINTELPRO program and was “bad jacketed”—falsely portrayed as a CIA 

agent—which led to his expulsion from SNCC. 

Greene (who later changed her name to Britt) had also been arrested 

in 1960 for refusing to leave the whites-only Glen Echo Amusement Park 

in Maryland. With others, she confronted counterprotesters from the 

American Nazi Party and continued picketing until the end of summer. 

The park then agreed to abolish segregation before reopening the follow- 

ing year. 

Mulholland, then nineteen, had participated in numerous civil rights 

sit-ins, for which she was disowned by her family. In 1963, she was travel- 

ling in Mississippi with four other activists when their car was attacked by 
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the Ku Klux Klan, who had orders to kill them, but they managed to escape. 

Mulholland remains active to this day. 

June 8, 2017 After a 

ten-month-long cam- 

paign, including seven 

strike days and two 

occupations, cleaners 

at the London School 

of Economics became 

the first outsourced 

workforce in the UK 

to make a university 

bring them back in- SLL? APB He 
house. The workers. all Striking cleaners picket the LSE (Courtesy of United Voices of 

; the World uvwunion.org.uk) 

orcs 

migrants and people 

of color, organized themselves in the grassroots United Voices of the World 

union (UVW), which also achieved numerous other victories for similar 

subcontracted workers across London by taking sustained strike action. 

June 9, 1910 Military forces of the Mexican dictator Porfirio Diaz 

attacked the city of Valladolid, in Yucatan, which had been liberated 

five days previously, following an insurrection. Two hundred rebels were 

killed, with five hundred injured and six hundred taken prisoner. 

Three accused ringleaders, Maximiliano Bonilla, Atilano Albertos, and 

José E. Kanttn, were executed, while the others were sentenced to long 

periods of hard labor. However, some of the rebels managed to escape and 

took refuge among the Maya population. 

Though the Valladolid insurrection was crushed, it spurred further 

resistance to the dictatorship and is commonly referred to as the “first spark” 

of the revolution that began in earnest that November. 

June 9, 1944 German socialist and member of the anti-fascist resistance 

Johanna Kirchner was beheaded by the Nazis in Berlin. 

When Hitler came to power, she went underground and later moved to 

France. In 1942, she was arrested by the collaborationist Vichy regime and 

handed over to the Gestapo. She was sentenced to ten years of hard labor. 

Later her case was brought back to court, and she was sentenced to 

death for “Marxist high-treason propaganda.” On the day of her execution, 
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she wrote to her children: “Don't cry for me. I believe in a better future for 

you.” 

On the same day, ninety-nine civilians were hanged from lampposts 

and balconies by Nazi troops in Tulle, France, in reprisal for an attack by 

resistance maquis that killed forty Nazi soldiers. Others were sent to the 

concentration camps. In total, 213 died. 

The following day German troops destroyed the entire nearby town 

of Oradour-sur-Glane, killing 642 people, including women, children, and 

babies, leaving only seven survivors, six men and one woman, Marguerite 

Rouffanche, who was shot but survived by hiding in bushes until she was 

rescued the next day. 

June 10, 1918 A mass rally of African workers took place in 

Johannesburg. They were protesting against the jailing of 152 African 

municipal workers who had gone on strike for a shilling a day increase in 

pay. Radicals attempted to organize a general strike the following month. It 

was called off, but thousands of miners did not hear about the cancellation 

and walked out. 

June 10, 1973 A strike of gravediggers at three cemeteries in the New York 

metropolitan area was expanded to include forty-four others. On June 21, 

the courts issued an order for strikers to return to work, which they ignored. 

The president of the striking Local 365 of the Cemetery Workers and Greens 

Attendants was subsequently found guilty of contempt of court, jailed, and 

fined. After twenty-seven days of strike action, the employers, from Jewish, 

Roman Catholic, and nonsectarian cemeteries, collectively agreed to most 

of the workers’ demands, including annual wage increases of twelve dollars 

per week for the next three years and an employer-funded pension scheme. 

During the dispute some bodies were buried by relatives and friends of the 

deceased, but a backlog of at least 1,400 unburied bodies remained. 

June 11, 1914 London's Westminster Abbey, built in 1090, one of the 

world's most famous churches, was bombed by the suffragettes in an 

attack described as “dastardly” by the right-wing Daily Telegraph. The vio- 

lence of the movement for women’s suffrage in the UK is often forgotten by 

liberal commentators. 

June 11,1972 Women in Tokyo, Japan, marched in protest against a eugenics 

amendment bill before Parliament. Thousands of people, mostly women 
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and girls, many of them disabled, would be forcibly sterilized under the 

program. 

June 12, 1963 Medgar Wiley Evers, an African American civil rights 

activist from Mississippi involved in efforts to overturn segregation 

at the University of Mississippi was shot in the back and killed by Byron De 

La Beckwith, as he pulled into his driveway after returning from a meeting 

in the early morning. 

Beckwith, a white supremacist and member of the White Citizens’ 

Council, was arrested. He was later put on trial twice, in both cases before 

all-white juries that had been illegally screened and investigated by the 

state beforehand. The former governor of the state interrupted the second 

trial to shake Beckwith’s hand while Evers's widow Myrlie was testifying. 

He walked free and for years boasted about the murder at Ku Klux Klan 

rallies. He also unsuccessfully sought the Democratic Party nomination as 

a gubernatorial candidate. 

After years of campaigning, Myrlie succeeded in getting the case reo- 

pened, and, in 1994, Beckwith was eventually convicted and sent to prison, 

where he died a few years later. 

June 12, 1966 Following the Puerto Rican Day Parade, a youth was shot in 

the leg by police, causing two days of riots in Chicago, known as the Division 

Street riots. 

June 13, 1953 The events leading to the Chuka massacre began when 

a British military unit was sent to the Chuka area of Kenya to flush 

out suspected Mau Mau rebels. Over the next five days, twenty unarmed 

Kenyan civilians were murdered, and some of them were beaten, tortured, 

and mutilated. British forces cut off six of the victims’ hands and put them 

in their bags before returning to camp. No British soldiers were charged for 

the killings. 

June 13, 1973 Thousands of mostly migrant workers at the Broadmeadows 

Ford plant in Australia walked off the job, smashed up their factory, fought 

off police attacks, and forced their union to endorse their stoppage. In 

retaliation, the company threatened to relocate production to Malaysia. 

Nonetheless, the strike continued and received strong support from the 

local community. The Greek Orthodox Church donated to the strike fund, 

while doctors set up free clinics for strikers’ families, and glaziers refused 

121 



@ JUNE WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

to fix windows broken in the riot. After ten weeks, Ford gave in, agreeing 

to numerous demands from the workers, including hiring women, hiring 

more workers, slowing production, increasing the number of toilet breaks, 

and increasing pay. 

June 14, 1381 During the 

peasants’ revolt in 

England, Wat Tyler's rebel army 

of some fifty to one hundred 

thousand people captured 

London Bridge and the Tower of 

London. There they killed the 

chancellor, Archbishop Simon of 

Sudbury, and the treasurer, Sir 

Robert Hales. 

The rebellion had broken 

out in May in protest at the 

imposition of a poll tax on every- 

one aged fifteen and over, which 

exacerbated the economic hard- 

ship of workers and the poor. Illustration of the Chancellor and Treasurer 
being killed (Published c.1470 in Chroniques de 
France et d‘Angleterre, vol. 2) People were also enraged by the 

brutality of tax inspectors, who 

measured people's pubic hair to determine their age, which was seen as 

state-sanctioned sexual assault, particularly in the case of girls and women. 

The rebellion soon developed into a deep and sophisticated social movement 

demanding radical changes to feudal society and peaked with the taking of 

the Tower. 

On June 15, Wat Tyler attended a parley with King Richard II, where 

he was murdered. Realizing his weak position, Richard promised the rebels 

that he would implement many of their demands, including the abolition of 

the tax, and even the abolition of forced labor and serfdom, but, while the 

poll tax was ended, once the rebels had dispersed and returned home, they 

were no longer a threat, so Richard reneged on all of his other pledges and 

hanged 1,500 of them. It was a brutal but important lesson not to trust the 

promises of the powerful. 

June 14, 1991 Up to half a million women in Switzerland took part in a nation- 

wide women’s strike, demanding legal enforcement of gender equality, 
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which was incorporated into the federal constitution on June 14, 1981. Of 

primary concern was the continuing pay differential between men and 

women. Women walked out again on the same date in 2011, and, in 2019, 

women in Switzerland walked out once more demanding better recognition 

and remuneration for care work, an end to sexual harassment, and action 

against wage inequality. 

Women in Switzerland earn around 20 percent less than men on average, 

and 40 percent of this pay differential cannot be explained by factors like 

men and women working different jobs. 

June 15, 1960 Twenty-two-year-old student Michiko Kanba was killed 

by police during a demonstration at the Diet building in Tokyo. She 

was one of hundreds of thousands of people participating in daily protests 

in opposition to the terms of the Japan-US security treaty, which would 

permanently station US troops in the country. 

June 15, 1990 The Battle of Century City took place when police in Los 

Angeles attacked some five hundred janitors and their supporters during 

a peaceful Service Employees International Union (SEIU) demonstration 

against cleaning contractor ISS. The event generated public outrage that 

resulted in recognition of the workers’ union and spurred the creation of 

an annual June 15 Justice for Janitors Day. 

June 16, 1531 Henry VIII 

modified the vagrancy laws 

he had brought in the previous 

year, laws which had been key in 

creating the working class. People 

kicked off communal land by 

enclosures who were not in wage 
it qo 2s 

labor were designated as vaga- Etching of a vagrant, sixteenth century 
bonds. For their first offence, vaga- (Courtesy of libcom.org) 

bonds were to be whipped. For a 

second offence, they were whipped and had half an ear sliced off. For a third 

offence, they were to be executed. 

Laws like this introduced in England and elsewhere in Europe were 

how we—a working class who have nothing to sell but our labor—were first 

created. This dispossession of the vast majority of the population was then 

spread around the globe by colonialism. 

123 



@ JUNE WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

Rather than capitalism and wage labor being a natural state of affairs, 

as is often assumed, it is actually asystem that was created over an extended 

period of time with massive state violence. 

June 16, 1976 Pupils at schools in Soweto, South Africa, who were boycotting 

class to protest against the use of Afrikaans, took to the streets. After police 

opened fire on the crowd, rioting quickly spread across the country, and the 

resulting uprising helped spur on the anti-apartheid struggle. 

Two years prior, the government had made Afrikaans mandatory in 

schools alongside English, but, while it was widely spoken by white settlers, 

especially those of Dutch heritage, almost no Black South Africans knew 

the language. Organizing against its imposition began almost immediately 

and developed in the run-up to the Soweto riots. 

17 June 17, 1937 Austrian anti-fascist Katia Landau, who had travelled to 

: Spain with her husband to fight the nationalists during the civil war, 

was arrested by the Soviet secret police, the NKVD. She was brutally tor- 

tured in an attempt to make her sign a confession that she was a foreign 

agent or counterrevolutionary. 

Upon learning that her husband had disappeared, she went on a hunger 

strike, with five hundred other women joining her in solidarity. When the 

prison was visited by foreign representatives of workers’ organizations, 

they were greeted by the women singing the popular socialist anthem “The 

Internationale’—all “fascist agents,’ according to the Partido Comunista de 

Espafia (Communist Party of Spain; PCE). 

While her husband was murdered by PCE forces, Katia survived the 

war, moving to Mexico, where she lived into her nineties, at least. @® 39-40 

June 17, 1971 Construction workers in New South Wales, Australia, initiated a 

“green ban,” refusing to build luxury houses over Kelly's Bush, the last open 

space in the suburb of Hunters Hill. Local women had been campaigning 

to save the park. Despite a management threat to use scabs, the builders 

and residents won, and Kelly’s Bush remains an open public reserve today. 

A wave of green bans subsequently began, stopping billions of dollars of 

harmful development over the next four years. 

June 18, 1935 Around a thousand locked out dockers and their sup- 

porters were violently attacked by hundreds of armed police and 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), generally known as Mounties, in 
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Vancouver, British Columbia, as they went to picket scabs unloading ships 

at Ballantyne Pier. Several workers were hospitalized, including one who 

was shot in the legs while attempting to flee. After the attack, the strike 

faltered. However, it cleared the way for the founding of a new, independent 

union, whose members won many strikes in subsequent years. 

June 18, 1943 Eighteen-year-old Ukrainian anti-Nazi fighter Maria Kislyak 

was executed alongside her two friends Fedor Rudenko and Vasiliy 

Bugrimenko. She had lured two Nazi officers into the woods for her friends 

to kill. The first time she was arrested by the Gestapo, she did not confess 

and was released. But the second time the Gestapo rounded up one hundred 

civilians and said they would kill them all unless the killers came forward. 

Maria and her friends confessed, and she claimed to be the leader of the 

group. 

June 19, 1937 After employers failed to agree to oil workers’ pay 

demands, workers at one of Trinidad’s oilfields went on strike. British 

colonial authorities attempted to arrest Uriah Butler, a former oil worker 

turned preacher, who was helping to lead the dispute, but he was defended 

by acrowd of workers, who killed two policemen, soaking one of them with 

paraffin and burning them both. Butler went into hiding, as the strike 

quickly spread across all of the oilfields, and then to the rest of the economy. 

A state of emergency was declared, and two British warships rushed to the 

island, arriving on June 22 and 23, bringing marines and additional police 

from England and Ireland. Two local military units were also mobilized 

against the workers. The arrest and imprisonment of numerous workers 

finally quashed the rebellion. Butler was captured in September and jailed 

for two years for sedition. 

June 19, 1937 The Women’s Day massacre took place in Youngstown, Ohio, 

with police killing sixteen people and injuring nearly three hundred when 

striking steelworkers wives and children demonstrated their support for 

the workers at Republic Steel, who had gone on strike after one thousand 

union supporters were fired. 

Strikers’ wives organized a Women’s Day to support the men. The pres- 

ence of women angered the police captain, who ordered the women to leave. 

When they refused and instead spat on and cursed at the officers, police 

fired tear gas at the crowd of women, children, and even babies, which out- 

raged the workers, who rushed to the scene to defend their families. At that 
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point, police opened fire, killing and wounding hundreds, many of whom 

were shot in the back as they fled. 

June 20, 1905 King of Sweden Oscar II publicly and formally called off 

plans to invade the recently independent Norway. The announcement 

was prompted by the threat of a nationwide general strike by Swedish 

unions if mobilization for war went ahead. 

June 20, 1967 Boxing legend Muhammad Ali was convicted for refusing the 

Vietnam War draft in Houston, Texas. Ali was a vocal opponent of the US 

war, saying, “Why should they ask me to put on a uniform and go 10,000 

miles from home and drop bombs and bullets on brown people in Vietnam 

while so-called Negro people in Louisville are treated like dogs?” 

To try to quell the escalating resistance to the war, Ali was given the 

maximum sentence of five years in prison and a $10,000 fine. But this effort 

proved unsuccessful, and the anti-war movement continued to grow. 

Despite the Nation of Islam beginning to distance themselves from Ali, 

demonstrations supporting him took place around the world, from Egypt to 

Guyana to London to Ghana. Four years later his conviction was overturned 

by the Supreme Court. Ali had no regrets: 

I wasnt trying to be a leader. I just wanted to be free. And I made a 

stand all people, not just Black people, should have thought about 

making, because it wasn't just Black people being drafted. The govern- 

ment had a system where the rich man’s son went to college, and the 

poor man’s son went to war. Then, after the rich man’s son got out of 

college, he did other things to keep him out of the Army until he was 

too old to be drafted. 

@) 10-11, 14 

June 21, 1919 Bloody Saturday occurred during Canada's best-known 

general strike—the Winnipeg General Strike. When thirty thousand 

strikers assembled for a demonstration, the Winnipeg mayor read the riot 

act to scare the strikers, and police on horseback charged into the crowd, 

beating them with clubs and firing weapons. The violent attack resulted in 

the death of two strikers. Mike Sokowolski was shot in the heart, and Mike 

Schezerbanowicz was shot in the legs and later died of gangrene. Up to 

forty-five others were injured, and there were numerous arrests. Four 

Eastern European immigrants were rounded up at the time, two of whom 
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were deported. The day 

ended with Winnipeg 

effectively under mili- 

tary occupation. Later, 

the police shut down 

the strikers’ paper, the 

Western Labour News, 

and arrested the 

editors for penning 

commentaries about 

the Bloody Saturday 

events. Eventually, the 

repression broke the 

strike. 

Mounted police charge strikers in Winnipeg, June 21, 1919 
(Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

June 21, 1964 Three civil rights workers, James Earl Chaney, a twenty-one- 

year-old Black unionized plasterer and organizer with the Congress of Racial 

Equality (CORE) from nearby Meridian, Mississippi, Andrew Goodman, a 

twenty-year-old white Jewish anthropology student from New York, and 

Michael “Mickey” Schwerner, a twenty-four-year-old white Jewish CORE 

organizer and former social worker from New York, were lynched on the 

night of June 21 by members of the Mississippi White Knights of the Ku Klux 

Klan, the Neshoba County sheriff's office, and the Philadelphia, Mississippi, 

police department. The three had been working on the Freedom Summer 

campaign, attempting to register African Americans to vote. 

June 22, 1908 The Red Flag Incident, the opening move of the imperial 

government to crush the socialist movement, took place in Tokyo, 

Japan. Celebrated anarchist Koken Yamaguchi was released from prison and 

was met by crowds waving red flags adorned with anarchist, communist, 

and revolutionary slogans and singing communist songs. Police violently 

attacked and broke up the demonstration, arresting fourteen prominent 

activists, who were later sentenced to lengthy prison terms. 

June 22, 1941 The Sisak People’s Liberation Partisan Detachment, the first 

Yugoslav partisan unit, was founded in response to the Nazi occupation 

of the country. Its seventy-nine members were mostly Croats, although 

there was one Serb woman, Nada Dimic. Today, June 22 is commemorated 

in Croatia as a public holiday called “Anti-Fascist Struggle Day.” 
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June 23, 1950 Delivery drivers for Smithfield meat market in London 

went on wildcat strike. The strike, which lasted into July, was con- 

demned by the Labour government, which brought in troops as scabs to 

break the strike—just one of many occasions when the postwar Labour 

government used soldiers against the working class. 

June 23, 1980 One hundred paint sprayers at the British Leyland Longbridge 

plant in Birmingham walked out on strike after being told that their two 

daily tea breaks would be shortened and staggered. The strike spread and 

completely shut down production at the factory, which was estimated to 

have cost the firm at least £10 million (approximately US$23.3 million) in lost 

production of Mini and Allegro cars. After ten days, unions agreed to accept 

an element of the troubled company’s “recovery plan” regarding breaks in 

return for British Leyland conducting a study to determine if there were 

genuine grounds for changing them. 

June 24, 1976 The Polish government announced enormous staple 

food price rises, and in response there were strikes, public protests, 

and rioting countrywide. In Radom, demonstrators burned the Communist 

Party headquarters, built barricades, and fought the police, injuring sev- 

enty-five officers. After less than twenty-four hours, the proposed price 

increases were withdrawn. 

June 24, 1980 A two-day general strike protesting against the US-backed 

military dictatorship and its counterinsurgency death squads began in El 

Salvador. Eighty-five percent of the economy was shut down, and eighty 

thousand people took to the streets. Police and soldiers killed two people 

who were building barricades in the suburb of Delgado. 

June 25, 1876 The 

Battle of the Little 

Bighorn, in which a com- 

bined force of Lakota, 

Arapaho, and Northern 

Cheyenne tribes routed 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Painting of the Battle of Little 
Bighorn, 1903 (By Charles 
Marion Russell, courtesy of 

Wikimedia Commons) 
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George Armstrong Custer’s army, began. It was the biggest engagement of 

the Great Sioux War of 1876, during which the US military attempted to force 

Native Americans off their land and onto reservations in order to mine 

newly discovered gold in the Black Hills. On June 25-26, Native American 

warriors fought the seven-hundred-strong US 7th Cavalry, destroying five 

of its twelve companies, and killing its commanding officer, Custer, along 

with four of his relatives. 

June 25, 1878 The Kanak rebellion in New Caledonia began when Indigenous 

Melanesian warriors killed four French colonial policemen and most 

European settlers in the La Foa region. As attacks escalated and spread, the 

French Army moved to aggressively crush the rebellion, which it succeeded 

in doing by December, having killed as much as 5 percent of the Kanak popu- 

lation, with many chiefs executed without trial and many tribes deported 

to other islands. Nonetheless, the colonization project was nearly halted 

for twenty years. 

Anarchist Louise Michel, who was imprisoned on New Caledonia, along 

with thousands of other Paris Commune deportees, was one of the few 

white people to support the rising. She gave two Melanesian fighters her 

prized red scarf from the Paris uprising. 

June 26, 1950 The international arts organization the Congress for 

Cultural Freedom (CCF) was set up by the US Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) as part of the “cultural cold war.” The congress was one of the 

many ways the CIA tried to promote art to rival the growing popularity of 

socialist realism. Abstract expressionism was one of the main art move- 

ments to benefit from this support. When news of the CIA backing was 

revealed in 1966, the project collapsed. 

June 26, 1993 Four thousand workers took to the streets in Decatur, Illinois, 

in a protest that included workers from A.E. Staley, who had been working 

to rule to oppose the imposition of a new inferior contract, joining strik- 

ing coal miners and Caterpillar workers, who were on a go-slow across the 

Midwest. 

The following day, Staley locked out its nearly eight hundred produc- 

tion workers in an attempt to force them to switch from eight- to twelve- 

hour shifts, setting in motion a mammoth struggle that would only end 

in December 1995, when, after betrayal by the leadership of the United 

Paperworkers International Union (UPIU), a majority of strikers voted to 
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accept the contract. Some union members were so angry at the result that 

company security and police were required to protect union local president 

Jim Shinall. 

Meanwhile, workers at Caterpillar also walked out on strike for seven- 

teen months, until the United Auto Workers (UAW) called off the action in 

defeat. Bridgestone-Firestone workers in Decatur and at four other plants 

were also forced to accept twelve-hour shifts following the defeat of their 

ten-month strike. 

my June 27, 1905 The Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW) was 

, founded in the United States at a convention in Chicago. Among the 

founders were Eugene V. Debs, Mother Jones, Lucy Parsons, and Big Bill 

Haywood. 

One of the first multiracial unions in the country, the IWW advocated 

all workers uniting into one big union and taking control of society. It organ- 

ized large swathes of previously unorganized workers in the US and won big 

improvements for hundreds of thousands of workers, facing savage repres- 

sion from employers, with many organizers beaten, jailed, and murdered. It 

also spread to other countries, including Chile, Australia, and South Africa. 

Although it is much smaller than it was, it still exists today, and its members 

are active in many projects. @ 6, 9,16, 19 

IWW protest in New York City, 1914 (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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June 27, 1936 The Soviet Union reversed the 1920 Bolshevik “decree on the 

protection of women’s health,” which had legalized abortion and granted 

women numerous reproductive rights. The new law forbade all abortions, 

apart from cases where the life of the mother was at risk or where there 

was a serious hereditary disease. Both doctors providing abortions and 

women seeking them were criminalized by the new law. While arguing that 

the earlier decision to legalize abortions was right, the Communist Party 

claimed that “only under conditions of socialism ... where woman is an 

equal member of society .. . is it possible seriously to organize the struggle 

against abortions by prohibitive laws as well as by other means.” 

Following a series of famines, the government was keen to increase 

population growth, and the party had begun to place more emphasis on 

the importance of the family unit. The ban remained in place until after the 

death of Joseph Stalin in 1953. 

June 28, 1969 The Stonewall 

riots began in the early hours. 

The New York Police Department, as 

part of its policy of closing gay bars, 

raided the Stonewall Inn, which had a 

substantial poor and working class 

LGBT+ clientele. However, for the first 

time in the city, rather than submit- 

ting to arrest, a crowd began to gather 

around the police. Inside the bar, 

gender nonconforming people, trans 

women, and lesbians began resisting 

invasive body searches. And outside a 

“butch” lesbian fought back against 

police when they arrested her, calling 

on the crowd that had formed to “do 

something.” According to some eyewit- 

nesses and her own account, this indi- 

vidual was Stormé DeLarverie, a bira- 

cial lesbian and drag performer, who was known as a “guardian of lesbians’ 

in the Village, although this is disputed by others who point out that the 

only police record for a lesbian arrested that night was of a Marilyn Fowler. 

The crowd, which included a significant number of Black, Latine, and 

white LGBT+ patrons and passersby, then began to physically fight the 

The Stonewall Inn, 1969 (Courtesy of the 
New York Public Library/Wikimedia Commons) 
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police, triggering riots that lasted for six days. Those involved in the distur- 

bances included Marsha P. Johnson, John O’Brien, and popular folk musi- 

cian Dave Van Ronk. 

In the aftermath, participants and other LGBT+ radicals, including 

O'Brien, as well as Martha Shelley, set up the Gay Liberation Front, which 

revolutionized the gay rights movement. They organized anniversary pro- 

tests on June 28 the following year in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 

and elsewhere. This became the annual Pride celebration that continues to 

this day all over the world. G @) 25-26 

June 28, 1976 Elena Quinteros, Uruguayan teacher, anarchist, and oppo- 

nent of the military dictatorship, was kidnapped from the grounds of the 

Venezuelan embassy, having escaped military custody. A member of the 

Federaci6n Anarquista Uruguaya (Uruguayan Anarchist Federation; FAU), 

she escaped her army escort and jumped over the wall of the embassy, 

asking for sanctuary. Embassy staff tried to help her, but soldiers grabbed 

her and a tug-of-war ensued, in which her leg was broken. Finally, the troops 

managed to drag her off and transport her to a military torture center, where 

she was ‘disappeared.” The Venezuelan ambassador demanded her return, 

but it was refused, leading to a major diplomatic incident and resulting in 

Venezuela cutting off diplomatic ties with Uruguay. 

June 29, 1892 Workers at the Homestead Carnegie steel plant in 

Pennsylvania were locked out after refusing to accept new produc- 

tion demands. Andrew Carnegie was determined to break the Amalgamated 

Association of Iron and Steel Workers (AA), in which skilled workers at the 

plant were organized. His plant manager Henry Clay Frick locked out the 

union workers, then fired them on July 2. The unskilled nonunion workers 

then walked out in protest. 

Frick brought in three hundred armed Pinkerton detectives to break 

the strike. They killed nine strikers, but eventually a crowd of ten thousand 

workers, many of them armed, repelled the attack. The workers held out 

until November, when the governor brought in eight thousand militia to 

escort strikebreakers into the plant. The dispute basically destroyed the 

union and enabled Carnegie to implement pay cuts and longer working 

hours. 

June 29, 1936 One hundred Mexican American mineworkers, including Jests 

Pallares, were deported as “undesirable aliens” following a strike in Gallup, 
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New Mexico. Pallares had helped organize eight thousand miners into the 

Liga Obrera de Habla Espanola (League of Spanish-Speaking Workers). 

In 1935, miners in Gallup, including members of the League of Spanish- 

Speaking Workers, went on strike. To break the strike, martial law was 

declared for six months. Hundreds of miners and their families were 

evicted from their homes, two miners were killed by police, and many others 

arrested, including Pallares, dozens of whom were later deported from the 

United States. 

June 30, 1977 A riot and mass strike took place against police repres- 

sion in Faridabad, India. Thousands of factory workers downed tools, 

shutting down local industry to protest the death in police custody of 

Harnam Singh, a maintenance foreman at one of the leading companies of 

Faridabad. Violence had erupted in many parts of Faridabad, and vehicles 

proceeding to the capital were stoned, looted, and burned. According to 

coworkers, Singh had been tortured to death by the police on the factory 

premises in the presence of the managing director, a sub-inspector of police, 

and some other senior company officials. 

June 30, 2013 Over two hundred workers at the Zhongiji Pile factory in 

Huizhou, in China's Guangdong Province, surrounded the company’s office, 

trapping five executives inside, demanding unpaid wages and protesting 

against proposed layoffs. After four days of the occupation, the bosses caved 

in, agreeing to back pay and backtracking on the layoffs. 
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July 1, 1944 A general strike forced Guatemalan dictator Jorge Ubico 

to step down, and a social democratic government was established. 

July 1, 2012 Thousands of people in the Chinese city of Shifang took 

part in often violent protests against the construction of a copper plant, 

which residents feared would cause environmental and health problems. 

Residents stormed government buildings, smashed windows and vehicles, 

and attacked police. The protest ended on July 3, when the government 

announced it had terminated the construction of the copper plant and 

released the vast majority of those arrested. 

July 2, 1902 The Philippine-American War officially ended with victory 

for the United States. The US had taken over the newly independent 

republic following a vicious campaign that left up to a quarter of a million 

civilians dead. 

July 2, 1986 Workers in Chile began a two-day general strike to protest against 

the military rule of General Augusto Pinochet. The US- and UK-backed dic- 

tator tortured and murdered tens of thousands of workers and opponents 

during his rule. 

Relatives of the “disappeared” demonstrate in front of the Chilean presidential palace 
(Courtesy of the Museum of Memory and Human Rights/Wikimedia Commons) 
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July 3, 1981 In Southall, an area of London with a large South Asian 

population, riots broke out when racist skinheads attending a gig at 

the Hambrough Tavern began attacking Asian people. They assaulted an 

Asian woman, smashed the windows of Asian shops, and looked for Asian 

homes to attack. Police failed to act, so the Asian community took the fight 

to the racists to defend themselves. They ended up having to battle both the 

fascists and the police. By the end of the night, the tavern had been burned 

to the ground, some sixty police officers had been injured, and thirty-three 

arrests had been made. (@ 

July 3, 1988 The US Navy shot down Iran Air Flight 655, a civilian passen- 

ger plane with 290 people on board, all of whom were killed. The victims 

included sixty-six children and an entire family of sixteen who were on their 

way to a wedding in Dubai. The incident took place during the war between 

Iran and Iraq, which was launched by Saddam Hussein, with US backing. It 

followed a catalogue of errors, including the naval officer in charge of firing 

the missile aboard the USS Vincennes hitting the wrong key no fewer than 

twenty-three times before eventually firing it. The US military then claimed 

that the Vincennes was rushing to defend a merchant vessel under attack 

from Iran, when an aircraft outside the commercial air corridor descended 

toward the ship in “attack mode,” which was later proven false on all counts. 

The US military also tried to claim the ship was in international waters, with 

naval officials going as far as to delete an Iranian island from the map they 

showed Congress. In fact, the ship was in Iranian waters, in clear violation 

of international law. Meanwhile, the US media backed the official line, with 

the New York Times apportioning blame between the pilot Mohsen Rezaian 

and Iran. 

In the aftermath, officers and crew of the Vincennes were welcomed 

home and decorated as heroes, receiving combat action ribbons and, in 

one case, a commendation medal for “heroic achievement’ for “quickly and 

precisely complet[ing] the firing procedure.” The captain was later awarded 

the Legion of Merit for “exceptionally meritorious conduct as a command- 

ing officer.” Donations from the public to construct a monument honoring 

the USS Vincennes in Indiana also shot up following the incident, and the 

monument was constructed and dedicated the following year. 

July 4, 1776 The Continental Congress of thirteen American colonies 

declared independence from Britain in the American Revolution. 

Despite the fiery rhetoric of the Declaration of Independence about all “men” 

137 



mM JULY WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

being “equal” and possessing certain “inalienable rights,” the new freedoms 

didn't apply to everyone. Chattel slavery continued for nearly another 

century, the almost total genocidal annihilation of Native Americans accel- 

erated, and the new US government would invade, conquer, or overthrow 

elected governments in many other countries, just like the British before 

them. 

July 4, 1998 Best friends 

Lin Newborn, twenty-four, 

an African American skin- 

head, and Daniel Shersty, 

twenty, a white US Air 

Force serviceman, both 

members of Anti-Racist 

Action, were murdered 

in the desert outside Las 

Vegas by a gang of white 

Supremacists. One neo- 

Nazi was swiftly jailed, 

and others were convicted 

in 2012 for the murders. 
Ps 

Lin “Spit” Newborn, 1993 (Courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons) 

July 5, 1888 

Fourteen hundred 

women and girls working 

at the Bryant & May 

match factory in East 

London walked out on 

strike in solidarity with a 

worker who had been 

fired for criticizing the 

appalling conditions at 

the plant. Management PRSS Rei .<ét cee Vth  ~ Wing 

quickly offered to. rein. Roast My are comers wh lel act 
state the worker, but the (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

strikers refused to return 

to work until management agreed to a number of other concessions, includ- 

ing ending unfair wage deductions. 

Saat 
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July 5, 1934 San Francisco's Bloody Thursday occurred when police killed 

two striking longshoremen and a bystander and hospitalized 115 people. 

Workers had been on strike against casual hiring methods on the docks. 

Within two weeks, workers across the city launched a general strike against 

the wishes of the unions, and while the American Federation of Labor (AFL) 

disowned them, effectively ending the strike, the longshoremen won the 

establishment of jointly operated hiring halls. 

July 6, 1934 Eight hundred workers from two plantations in Couva, 

Trinidad, demonstrated in front of the warden’s office, complaining at 

the lack of work. Violence erupted when police attempted to keep protesters 

away from businesses and workers responded by looting. Unrest spread to 

other plantations. Two bosses were attacked, and one company headquar- 

ters stoned and set on fire. British colonial police arrested twelve 

demonstrators. 

July 6, 1992 Pioneering Black trans activist and sex worker Marsha P. 

Johnson's body was found in the Hudson River. She is most famous for par- 

ticipating in the Stonewall rebellion, which sparked a global movement for 

LGBT+ liberation, but she also spent years doing radical organizing on the 

ground. She took part in the Gay Liberation Front and the demonstration on 

the anniversary of the beginning of the Stonewall riots, which became Pride. 

She also cofounded Street Transvestites Action Revolutionaries (STAR) 

with her friend, Latina trans activist Sylvia Rivera. STAR was a radical cam- 

paigning group that also provided housing and support for gay, gender 

nonconforming, and trans youth. Later she threw herself into AIDS activ- 

ism, becoming an organizer in ACT UP. All the while, Johnson engaged in 

survival sex work and was constantly harassed by police, being arrested 

over one hundred times. Police ruled her death a suicide, despite a massive 

head wound. Friends and activists insisted that Johnson wasnt suicidal 

and highlighted evidence that she may have been murdered. In late 2012, 

the NYPD reopened the case as a possible homicide. It remains unsolved. 

July 7, 1912 The Grabow massacre took place in Louisiana, leaving four 

7 dead and fifty injured. During a strike by the Brotherhood of Timber 

Workers (BTW), part of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), a few 

dozen timber workers demonstrated outside the mill owned by the Galloway 

family in Grabow. When union organizer A.L. Emerson began speaking, a 
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man emerged from the office and fired at him, clipping the brim of Emerson's 

hat. Then more shooting broke out, lasting fifteen minutes, during which 

some three hundred shots were fired. 

While none of the bosses were charged, most of the strikers were 

arrested and tried on serious charges, including riot and murder. All of the 

workers were acquitted in a significant victory for the union. One of the 

union gunmen, Leather Britches Smith, was murdered by vigilantes later 

that year. (9 

July 7, 1999 When one hundred workers found that their payment for the 

previous three weeks of work had not come through, three hundred con- 

struction workers picketed a building site in Central London, shutting work 

down. The strike saw British workers build solidarity with workmates from 

countries across Eastern and Western Europe, as they won back most of 

their unpaid wages. 

July 8, 1876 The Hamburg massacre began when an armed white 

mob—the Red Shirts—marched on a majority Black Republican dis- 

trict in Hamburg, South Carolina. In the small hours of the following 

morning, they killed six Black National Guard militiamen, murdering four 

of them after they had surrendered. It was part of a campaign by the 

Democrats to suppress African American voting and disrupt the 

Republican Party. It was successful. The Democrats managed to retake the 

state in the election later that year, then passed laws to establish single- 

party white supremacist rule, impose legal segregation (Jim Crow), and 

eventually disenfranchise African Americans with a new constitution in 

1895. 

July 8, 1968 The Dodge Revolutionary Union Movement (DRUM), a new 

group of Black workers, picketed out thousands of workers at the Detroit 

Dodge auto plant in opposition to the racial discrimination accommodated 

by the United Auto Workers union (UAW). 

July 9, 1919 Bartenders in Allentown, Pennsylvania, went on strike to 

impress on citizens the ‘horrors’ of prohibition, which was due to be 

introduced. There was a working class movement of hundreds of thousands 

under the rubric “no beer, no work’ that aimed to stop prohibition with 

strike action. However, this was the only actual strike that took place, as far 

as we have been able to determine. 
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July 9, 1959 The Wadi Salib riots were sparked in Haifa, Israel when police 

shot and wounded Yaakov Elkarif, a Mizrahi Jewish immigrant. Originally 

an affluent Palestinian neighborhood, it was largely destroyed in 1949 by 

the Israeli government, and the vast majority of the Arab population had 

been forced to flee. Poor Jewish people of North African and Middle Eastern 

origin were moved into the derelict and overcrowded homes and were told 

they would be temporary, until they could be relocated, but that never hap- 

pened. The Ashkenazi Jewish establishment, which saw them as inferior, 

neglected them, leaving them in poverty, facing high levels of crime. On 

July 10, the day after the killing, years of simmering anger exploded. Local 

residents protested outside the police station, and eventually began fight- 

ing police, burning cars, and looting shops. The following day, rioting broke 

out in other cities with significant North African populations, including 

in Tiberias. At least one of the protest organizers, David Ben-Haroush, was 

subsequently imprisoned. 

July 10, 1914 Twenty-seven-year-old suffragette Rhoda Fleming leaped 

onto the footboard of the king and queen's limousine in Perth, 

Scotland, and tried to break its windows. The attempt was described in the 

press as “perhaps the most daring that has occurred in the history of the 

women’s suffrage agitation.” 

July 10, 1985 The French intelligence service blew up the Greenpeace ship 

Rainbow Warrior at the Port of Auckland, in Aotearoa/New Zealand, killing 

Fernando Pereira, a photographer. The ship was headed to protest against 

French nuclear testing. France initially denied responsibility, but New 

Zealand police arrested two of its agents and charged them with murder. 

Eventually, they were sentenced to ten years in prison for manslaughter, but 

the French government won their freedom after just two years. 

July 11, 1917 In Sao Paulo, police beat to death José Martinez (referred 

to as Antonio Martinez in some sources), a twenty-one-year-old shoe- 

maker who happened to be a bystander to a workers demonstration against 

the high cost of living. Police then attacked his large funeral procession 

with swords. The working class responded with riots across the city, and 

the next day 12,500 people went on strike, joined by a further 5,000 the fol- 

lowing day, the stoppage subsequently growing into a general strike. 

Workers only agreed to return to work for a widespread 10 percent pay 

increase. 
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July 11, 1937 Jack Shirai, a Japanese American cook 

who went to Spain to fight the fascists in the civil war 

was killed in combat. A volunteer in the American 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade, he was shot dead after vol- 

unteering to fetch supplies for his starving unit. He 

was buried that night beside Oliver Law, an African 

American volunteer. 

Jack Shirai in Spain (Courtesy of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
Archives) 

a age e “s Sees 

Deportation of striking miners from Bisbee, July 12, 1917 (Courtesy of the Arizona Historical 
Society/Wikimedia Commons) 

July 12,1917 Over a thousand copper miners in the Industrial Workers 

of the World union (IWW) who were on strike were illegally deported 

by armed vigilantes from Bisbee, Arizona, to New Mexico. (¢) 

July 12, 1921 The funeral of Tommaso Pesci, an innocent farmer who was 

murdered by fascists two days earlier, took place in Viterbo, Italy. His funeral 

procession was led by a column of the Arditi del Popolo, Italy's first mili- 

tant anti-fascist group, which marched armed with knives, bayonets, and 

walking sticks. The killing prompted the first action of the Arditi outside 

Rome, during which they successfully prevented fascists from entering 

Viterbo for three days. 
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July 13, 1948 Japan introduced the Eugenics Protection Act into law. 

The bill had been submitted by the Socialist Party and legalized abor- 

tion and some types of contraception, but its main provision was to greatly 

expand sterilizations of disabled people, to prevent the birth of supposedly 

“poor-quality” children. 

Over the next half-century, nearly seventeen thousand people, mostly 

women and girls—some as young as nine—were forcibly sterilized. Another 

eight thousand were sterilized with “consent,” although in reality they were 

probably pressured by authorities to agree. Many of those sterilized had 

been diagnosed with mental health problems or with things like “hereditary 

feeblemindedness.” Nearly sixty thousand women had abortions because of 

illnesses that were allegedly “hereditary.” 

The law was only overturned in 1996, with paltry compensation paid to 

surviving victims in 2019. While more recently eugenics has been associated 

with the far right, in the past figures on the left had also advocated for it. 

July 13, 1976 A team of Uruguayan and Argentinian soldiers kidnapped 

Uruguayan anarchist Sara Méndez and a friend. She woke up in a torture 

camp run by the US-backed dictatorship and was unable to track down her 

infant son, who had been taken from her and put up for adoption. They 

were not reunited until 2002. 

{ mr July 14, 1970 Puerto Rican activist group the Young Lords occupied 

Lincoln Hospital's major administrative building in response to New 

York City’s indifference to the health needs of Puerto Ricans and African 

Americans in the South Bronx and the deplorable conditions of health care 

delivery at Lincoln Hospital. 

The Young Lords’ actions at Lincoln were an extension of the group's 

activism around issues of public health in East Harlem. Their health activ- 

ism included the Garbage Offensive, protesting against irregular sanitation 

services; breakfast programs for poor children; the Lead Offensive, during 

which they conducted door-to-door medical home visits in collaboration 

with progressive nurses, medical technicians, and doctors to test local chil- 

dren for lead poisoning and adults for tuberculosis; and the takeover of a 

city-operated tuberculosis truck. 

July 14, 2011 The Israeli tent protest movement began when Daphni Leef 

pitched a tent in central Tel Aviv after discovering that she could not afford 

a flat. Within twenty-four hours, dozens joined her, and over the subsequent 
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two weeks a nationwide protest movement against housing prices, the high 

cost of living, and social inequality emerged. It was the largest predomi- 

nantly Jewish protest movement in Israel's history, although some Arab 

communities also established protest camps. Israeli nationalism effectively 

dampened the movement, which was anxious to avoid any association with 

the “left,” which one activist described as being “all but synonymous with 

‘traitors,’ and voiced support for the state in its war against Palestinians. 

July 15, 1971 A left-wing group called the United Red Army was formed 

in Japan, purporting to espouse the ideology of Chinese communist 

leader Mao Zedong. Its name turned out to be unintentionally ironic, as 

within a year fourteen of its twenty-nine members, considered not revolu- 

tionary enough, had been murdered in internal purges. 

July 15, 2009 Construction workers in South Africa building stadiums for 

the 2010 World Cup won their strike for a pay increase. Seventy thousand 

workers had walked out more than a week earlier on indefinite strike for a 

13 percent increase, claiming they would strike until 2011, if necessary. They 

settled for 12 percent. 

July 16, 1977 House worker Rita Ward began a lie-in at Northampton 

General Hospital, in England. In pain from gallstones, she had been 

waiting eighteen months for an operation and had been told she would need 

to wait another year, unless she could pay £500 (approximately US$875) for 

private treatment, in which case it could be done the following day. So Rita, 

with support from hospital workers, got into bed and refused to leave until 

she was treated. Hospital management caved in and operated on her a few 

days later, without delaying any other operations. 

July 16, 1978 A mass anti-racist sit-down protest occurred on the corner of 

Brick Lane and Bethnal Green Road, in London's biggest Bengali community, 

in an attempt to prevent fascist National Front literature from being sold. 

July 17,1936 A Spanish military uprising began in Morocco when right- 

17 wing generals declared war on the new republican government. In 

Barcelona, workers began to respond, with members of the Confederacién 

Nacional del Trabajo (National Confederation of Labor; CNT) union seizing 

two hundred rifles from the holds of two ships docked in the harbor and 

distributing them to union activists. 
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Anti-fascist militia fighters in Spain, 1936 (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

Two days later, workers across Spain took up arms and launched a far- 

reaching social revolution. The ensuing civil war pitted the working class 

against the Spanish capitalists, who were backed by Nazi Germany and 

fascist Italy. 

In the revolutionary areas, anarchist and socialist workers and peas- 

ants took over workplaces and land and began to run them collectively. 

At that point, the Western democracies, including Britain and France, 

abandoned the republic and enforced a blockade on Spain that stopped the 

flow of aid and weapons to the anti-fascists. Meanwhile, Italy and Germany 

openly flouted the ban, and the US oil giant Texaco supplied the nationalists 

with oil and other supplies without even demanding payment, while stop- 

ping any supplies to the republic. 

Thousands of mostly working class people came from all over the 

world to aid the workers and peasants of Spain in their battle against the 

nationalists, but, ultimately, after nearly three years of bitter and bloody 

warfare, the nationalists, with their superior weaponry and equipment, 

were victorious. ® 39-40 
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July 17,1978 The Hackney and Tower Hamlets Defense Committee organized 

a day-long strike against racist attacks, which brought the London Borough 

of Tower Hamlets to a standstill. They were joined by four hundred pupils 

from the predominantly British Asian Robert Montefiore School, who pro- 

tested against the racist violence in and around their school. 

July 18, 1917 A furniture worker in Rio de Janeiro learned of a strike 

in Sdo Paulo and walked off the job. Two of his colleagues joined him. 

By the afternoon, 150 workers had walked out, and, by the next day, workers 

at five factories were on strike, with the stoppage continuing to mushroom. 

On July 22, a general strike was called, demanding a maximum eight-hour 

workday and a 20 percent pay increase. Tens of thousands of metal and 

factory workers joined the strike, shutting down industry. The government 

declared martial law but failed to break the workers, and the employers 

settled the following month. 

July 18, 1969 The Black Panthers held a common conference in Oakland, 

California, with the white anti-racist Young Patriots Organization and the 

Puerto Rican radical group the Young Lords. 

The Young Patriots were a group of poor mostly Appalachian migrants 

in Chicago. Although they opposed racism, they originally sported the 

Confederate flag, which they believed was a symbol of rebellion. As they 

worked more with communities of color, the flag was abandoned as an 

irredeemable symbol of white supremacy. 

Before he was assassinated by the police, leading Panther Fred Hampton 

played a key role in building links with the Young Patriots and other white 

working class youth. 

July 19, 1958 A key early successful sit-in protest of the US civil rights 

movement began in Wichita, Kansas. A group of Black students began 

to sit silently at the whites-only counter of the Dockum Drug Store to 

protest segregation. The aim was to prevent sales and inflict enough eco- 

nomic damage that segregation would be dropped. They faced repeated 

harassment by police and white racists, and they brought clubs, knives, and 

a gun to protect themselves, although they did not end up needing to use 

them. After twenty-three days, the owner caved in and desegregated his 

entire chain. 

While the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) did not initially support the sit-in, after the success in Wichita, it 
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adopted the tactic, which led to desegregation of lunch counters in anumber 

of states. 

July 19, 1984 The Dunnes Stores anti-apartheid strike began in Dublin, 

Ireland. Shopworker Mary Manning refused to check out a customer's 

South African fruit, as members of her union, the Irish Distributive and 

Administrative Union (IDATU), had voted to not handle South African goods. 

Manning was suspended, and she and eleven of her colleagues went on 

strike in protest. The stoppage went on for an incredible three years, ending 

when the Irish government introduced a ban on South African products. 

July 20, 1943 Two Jewish members of the Waldkommando work unit 

at the Sobibor extermination camp attacked their Ukrainian guard 

and encouraged other members of the unit to escape. The Waldkommando 

was composed of twenty Polish and twenty Dutch Jews, and it supplied 

wood for the crematorium by cutting down trees and digging out the stumps. 

Szlomo Podchlebnik and Josef Kopf initiated the breakout with a knife 

Podchlebnik had in his boot. Several Polish prisoners—Podchlebnik, Kopf, 

Zyndel Honigman, Chaim Korenfeld, Abram Wang, and Aron Licht—were 

able to successfully escape. Kopf and Licht were murdered by Polish anti- 

Semites in separate incidents after their escape. The others survived the war. 

After the breakout, only Dutch Jews who were unable to speak Polish 

and did not know the countryside were allocated to the Waldkommando 

at the camp. 

MURDER; Ree ice FLIGHT ~ mane rien MURDER; 
July 20, 1979 Native American 

political prisoner Leonard A aa 

Peltier escaped from Lompoc .,.. RD PELTIER onwms 

Federal CorrectionalInstitution, — 

in California, with two other 

detainees, one of whom, Bobby 

Gene Garcia, was shot to death 

by a guard. Peltier, a leading 

member of the American 

Indian Movement, had been 

sentenced to two consecutive 

Leonard Peltier wanted poster 
MATION CONCERNING 1 ERSON, FALASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL F8t 

(Courtesy of the Federal Bureau of {PRON SWIMMERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALC FO OFGICES LISTED’ ON RACK. 
iealitication Ute es 
iecewaee $, (87S 

Investigation/Wikimedia Commons) 
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life sentences for the deaths of two Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

agents. He had been warned by fellow Native American prisoner Standing 

Deer (aka Robert Wilson) that there was a contract on his life in the prison. 

Peltier's original trial was riddled with inconsistencies and distortions. 

For example, an FBI ballistics expert claimed during the trial that a shell 

case found near the bodies matched Peltier’s rifle, but his report stating 

that the cartridge did not match was withheld from the jury. And three 

witnesses who placed Peltier near the scene of the crime later recanted, 

stating that the FBI had tied them to chairs and coerced their testimony. 

The legal misconduct was so severe that Peltier has received support from 

individuals and groups as diverse as Nelson Mandela, Archbishop Desmond 

Tutu, the European Parliament, and the United Nations Commissioner for 

Human Rights. 

Peltier was recaptured three days later. 

July 21, 1921 Anti-fascists in Sarzana, Italy, fought back against six 

hundred fascists who had gathered in the town to demand the release 

of a fascist squad who had been arrested for an attack three days prior. 

While negotiations between officials and the fascists was ongoing, some of 

the fascists opened fire, killing a soldier and injuring a policeman. The mili- 

tary returned fire, and then the local population gave chase after the fleeing 

fascists. Local people, many of them organized in the anti-fascist Arditi del 

Popolo, pursued the fascists into the surrounding countryside, killing eight- 

een and wounding thirty. It was the first major setback suffered by the 

growing and violent fascist movement in the country. 

July 21,1945 Members of the Irish Women Workers’ Union (IWWU) staged 

a laundry strike that affected many of Dublin's hotels, demanding a second 

week of paid holiday. Hospital laundry workers were exempt from the strike 

action. The strike lasted fourteen weeks and ended in victory for the women. 

The following year the government conceded to two-week paid holidays for 

all workers. 

July 22, 1920 Government forces raided the Santiago headquarters of 

the Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW). It was trying to 

break a three-month long IWW strike of maritime workers aimed at pre- 

venting the export of cereals during a domestic famine. A general campaign 

of repression against anarchists in Chile followed, which did not, however, 

stop the IWW from organizing a further maritime strike in 1923. 
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July 22, 2005 Civil servants in the Kingdom of Tonga went on strike for a 60 

to 90 percent pay increase. The strike effectively brought the government 

to a standstill and grew to include many other public sector employees, 

ending up being the most significant challenge to the island’s monarchy 

in its history. The striking workers won their pay increase and forced the 

government to begin reforming itself. 

July 23, 1918 The Japanese rice riots against high prices began, a revolt 

up to then unparalleled in the country’s history in terms of scope, size, 

and violence. It eventually led to the fall of Prime Minister Terauchi 

Masatake's government. 

July 23, 1967 One of the biggest rebellions in US history occurred in Detroit, 

following a police raid on a bar in a poor African American majority area 

in the early hours of the morning. Black and white residents fought police 

in the streets and looted goods, while snipers took potshots at officers 

from windows. It ended with over forty deaths, more than seven thousand 

arrests, and over two thousand buildings destroyed. @® 12 

m fi July 24, 1777 A crowd of working class women in Boston seized coffee 

from a seller named Thomas Boylston. It was one of dozens of food 

riots that occurred during the American Revolution, primarily in the North 

but also in Maryland and possibly Virginia. Around a third of them were 

organized by women. 

July 24, 2009 Thirty thousand steel workers in China rioted and beat their 

chief executive to death when they heard their plant was being privatized. 

The sale was subsequently scrapped. 

July 25, 1867 German communist Karl Marx wrote the preface to the 

first German edition of his masterwork, Das Kapital (Capital). It 

remains the most decisive and insightful critique of the capitalist system 

ever written. While the first three chapters can be slow going, we highly 

recommend reading the work at some point. 

July 25, 1972 The US government admitted its role in the Tuskegee syphilis 

experiment: a horrific forty-year study of poor Black agricultural workers 

in Alabama who had syphilis but were not informed. Numerous people died 

as a result, and women and children were infected with the disease. The 
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government owned up fol- 

lowing leaks to the media 

about the program. The 

resulting public outrage 

forced the introduction 

of federal regulation to 

protect human subjects 

in medical trials. 

A doctor drawing blood from 
a patient as part of the study, 
1932 (Courtesy of the National 

Archives Atlanta/Wikimedia 

Commons) 

July 26, 1937 British authorities in Barbados secretly deported Clement 

Payne, a worker who was trying to start a trade union, to Trinidad, 

where police were waiting to arrest him for possessing prohibited literature. 

He was originally charged with knowingly making a false declaration for 

stating he had been born in Barbados, whereas, unknown to him, he had 

actually been born in Trinidad of Barbadian parents. He appealed his convic- 

tion, and, although his appeal was successful, he was expelled from the 

island. In response, workers rioted and strikes spread for several days. 

July 26, 1950 The No Gun Ri massacre took place, with US ground troops 

murdering one hundred to three hundred South Korean civilians, in one of 

the biggest mass killings by American soldiers. 

97 July 27, 1816 A fort on the Apalachicola River in Florida was fire- 

bombed by the US Army. The fort had provided home and safety to 

more than three hundred Black and Choctaw families. This marked the 

beginning of the Seminole Wars and the eventual US conquest of Florida. 

July 27, 1933 Bus drivers in Havana went on strike, and other drivers soon 

walked out in sympathy. This was the start of the unrest that culminated 

in a general strike of Cuban workers and students that paralyzed the nation 

and forced the brutal dictator Gerardo Machado from power. 

Machado made a last-minute deal with trade union leaders and the 

central committee of the Cuban Communist Party, claiming that they would 

be legalized and given government support if they ended the strike, but the 

agreement was rejected by workers, and the strike continued, even after 
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police killed twenty demonstrators. On August 9, the military decided to 

stop supporting Machado, and two days later his government collapsed. 

July 28, 1915 The United States invaded Haiti, crushing opposition and 

setting up a dictatorship that governed the country for the next two 

decades. 

July 28, 1932 When World War I veterans marched demanding the wartime 

bonuses they had been promised, the US government sent the army with 

tanks, fixed bayonets, teargas, and sabers to attack them and their families, 

killing three. 

The bonus payments were due to be paid in 1945, but when the Great 

Depression hit, leaving many veterans destitute, they decided to demand 

earlier payment. Up to twenty-five thousand vets, Black and white, formed 

a “Bonus Army’ and set up camp in Washington, DC. Major George Patton, 

whose life had been saved by one of the protesters, advised his troops to 

bayonet and kill a large number of protesters as “an object lesson.” Generals 

Douglas MacArthur and Dwight D. Eisenhower were the other officers in 

charge of this operation, which killed two veterans and an eleven-week- 

old baby, partially blinded an eight-year-old boy, and injured a thousand 

others. 

July 29, 1910 The predominantly African American citizens of Slocum, 

Texas, were massacred in an act of terror designed to preserve eco- 

nomic white supremacy. Hundreds of armed white racists attacked the town, 

gunning down Black people as they hid in their homes, worked, or tried to 

flee. Official accounts range from eight and twenty-five victims, but many 

believe the figure to be much higher. After the massacre and the exodus of 

Black residents, the racists stole their homes and property. The town 

remains overwhelmingly white to this day. None of the perpetrators were 

punished and none of the victims compensated. 

July 29, 1962 When British fascist aristocrat Oswald Mosley attempted to 

march through Manchester, he was attacked and knocked to the ground 

by anti-fascists. He had to be rescued and escorted away by 250 police, who 

were unable to prevent the fascist from being pelted with tomatoes, eggs, 

coins, and stones. Following the march, Mosley attempted to speak, but he 

was drowned out by a crowd of five thousand anti-fascists, forcing police to 

end the meeting after just seven minutes. Clashes between local residents 
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and blackshirts continued for some time, with the police arresting forty- 

seven people. “g)) 35-37 

July 30, 1766 Silver miners in Real del Monte, Mexico, went on strike 

against a 25 percent pay cut in the first recorded strike against an 

employer in North American history. They faced down repression from the 

Spanish colonial bosses’ private army and held out until September, when 

the employers caved in. 

July 30, 1913 Twenty thousand textile workers in Barcelona, mostly women 

and children, went on strike against low wages and long hours. Women 

strikers cut the hair of scabs, marking them as traitors. The strike continued 

until September 15, when the governor introduced a maximum sixty-hour 

workweek. 

July 31, 1922 Workers in Italy declared an indefinite general strike 

against fascism. However, the nationalist unions did not join it, and 

the middle class and capitalists supported the fascists breaking the strike. 

After two days, the superior military organization of the fascists broke the 

strike across most of Italy, with workers in Bari and Parma holding out until 

August 7. 

July 31, 1945 The UK's newly elected Labour government sent six hundred 

conscript troops into the Surrey docks in London to try to break a go-slow 

of dockworkers fighting for better pay. A Telegraph journalist described 

the go-slow: 

In everything they did the men were unhurried in a way that looked 

deliberate. There was evidence that their actions were planned. True, 

the cranes were working and goods were passing from the dockside 

to the ship, but there was a leisureliness about the proceedings that 

made everything seem half-hearted. I soon learned the reason. At 

the moment bags of sugar were going aboard in slings. But it was 

pointed out that the slings were carrying only 4 at a time instead of 

the normal 12. 
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August 1, 1917 Frank 

Little, a_ biracial 

Cherokee organizer for 

the Industrial Workers of 

the World union (IWW), 

was brutally murdered 

during a miners strike in 

Butte, Montana. Little had 

travelled to Montana from 

Arizona to support a strike 

of seventeen thousand 

copper miners against the 

mine owners, including 

the Anaconda mining 

company. After threats 

were published in the 

local press, six masked 
men abducted Little from Frank Little (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

his boarding house, tied and dragged him behind their car, then beat him 

and hanged him from a railway bridge. Most historians believe Anaconda 

hired his killers. Little's funeral was attended by 6,800 people. 

August 1, 1938 The event known as the Hilo massacre took place in Hawaii 

when police opened fire at an unarmed group of striking dockworkers. 

Longshoremen in different unions and of many different ethnicities had 

united and staged a series of walkouts for equal pay with dockworkers on 

the West Coast of the US. On August 1, two hundred workers gathered to 

protest against the arrival of a steamship. Police attacked and started shoot- 

ing, wounding a quarter of those present. 

August 2, 1944 Some four thousand Roma and Sinti people in the 

Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp resisted being taken to the 

gas chambers. The SS swarmed into the Roma camp, but prisoners, who had 

armed themselves with sticks and crowbars and barricaded themselves 

indoors, fought the Nazis tooth and nail. Anon-Roma prisoner who survived 

said that everyone was fighting, and that “women [were] the fiercest in their 

fight,” as they were “younger and stronger” than the other detainees and 

were “protecting their children.” Inevitably, they were overcome and mur- 

dered in the gas chambers. This act of resistance was initially reported to 
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have taken place on May 16 that year, and that date has been adopted as the 

annual Romani Resistance Day. 

August 2, 1980 A timebomb 

exploded in a waiting room 

in the Bologna train station, 

killing eighty-five people and 

injuring over two hundred. 

Carried out by neo-fascists, 

it is one of the worst terrorist 

attacks in European history, 

and was undertaken during 
the strategia della tensione Bologna train station immediately after the 

bombing (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
(strategy of tension): a state 

security operation in which attacks were carried out by the far right or 

security services and blamed on anarchists and communists. 

August 3, 1492 Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain, for the “Indies,” 

with disastrous consequences for the people who already lived there. 

There are popular myths that he discovered the United States and proved 

the earth was round. However, he never set foot in what is now the main- 

land US, and the fact that the earth was a sphere had been known since the 

days of the ancient Greeks. Columbus himself believed the earth to be pear- 

shaped. He landed in what is now known as the Bahamas, where he and his 

crew were greeted by the Indigenous Taino people, who lived in village 

communes and held all property in common. 

Columbus began immediately imprisoning and murdering the 

Indigenous people and enslaving them in the search for gold. The Taino 

began fighting back but couldnt defeat the Spanish, with their advanced 

weaponry and armor, so many began to kill themselves and their children 

to avoid a worse fate. Within just two years, half of the 250,000 Indigenous 

people on nearby Haiti were dead. More colonizers came, and the genocide 

of the native population continued across the Caribbean and the Americas. 

Despite all of this, today, in many places across the region, Indigenous com- 

munities survive and continue to resist. 

August 3, 1929 A children's summer camp run by socialists just outside 

Los Angeles was raided, and six mostly young women and one man were 

arrested. The raid was conducted by members of the American Legion, led 
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by the district attorney. Nineteen-year-old communist Yetta Stromberg, 

one of those arrested, was later convicted and jailed, along with five other 

women, for having a red flag. Stromberg was sentenced to one to ten years 

in prison, with the other defendants receiving sentences ranging from six 

months to five years in San Quentin State Prison. The one man who was 

convicted, World War I veteran Isadore Berkowitz, hanged himself after 

the verdict. 

California was one of twenty-four states that banned the flying of 

red socialist or black anarchist flags in 1919: a crime often punishable by a 

sentence of ten years or more. Stromberg eventually took her case to the 

Supreme Court, and, in 1931, the court overturned the ban as a violation of 

the First Amendment, which guaranteed the right to free speech. 

August 4, 2011 Violent clashes erupted between protesters and secu- 

rity forces in a significant escalation of a popular movement demand- 

ing education reform in Chile. Protests had begun in May, primarily demand- 

ing better state support for education and improved schools to enable more 

poorer Chileans to access higher education and to meet the needs of 

Indigenous Mapuche students. 

On August 4, striking pupils attempting to march on the presidential 

palace in the capital Santiago were attacked by riot police. In response, 

rioting broke out around the city, with road blockades and widespread 

violence, including a retail outlet, La Polar, which charged excessive interest 

rates, being set on fire. 

By the end of the day, 874 people had been arrested. Nonetheless, pro- 

tests escalated significantly over the coming months, and while the govern- 

ment did offer to make certain concessions, like bringing in low-interest 

student loans, discontent continued. 

August 4, 2011 Mark Duggan, a twenty-nine-year-old Black father of six, 

was shot and killed by the London Metropolitan Police. At the time of the 

incident, the Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC), the sup- 

posedly independent body tasked with investigating police misconduct, 

claimed that Duggan had opened fire on a police officer, who was only saved 

by the bullet hitting his police radio. It later became clear that the IPCC was 

lying, that Duggan never fired, and that the police officer was shot by one 

of his colleagues. In spite of this, the IPCC was still put in charge of investi- 

gating Duggan’s death. In response to the killing, days of rioting broke out 

across England, in a British precursor to the Black Lives Matter movement. 
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5 | August 5, 1964 The US began bombing North Vietnam in Operation 

Pierce Arrow, after “intelligence” reported a North Vietnamese attack 

on US ships. These reports later turned out to be false. 

Over the course of the Vietnam War, US forces would drop hundreds of 

millions of bombs on Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos, killing huge numbers 

of people. Unexploded ordnance continues to kill and maim people in the 

region every year. 

August 5, 1981 After just two days on strike, 11,345 federal air traffic control- 

lers were fired by US president Ronald Reagan, himself a former union 

leader, for refusing his order to return to work. The workers were banned 

from federal service for life (although this was lifted over a decade later), 

their union was legally dissolved later in October, and military air traffic 

controllers were used as replacements until new hires could be trained. 

August 6, 1945 The US 

dropped an atomic 

bomb on Hiroshima, slaugh- 

tering tens of thousands of 

civilians, despite officials 

believing that Japan was 

about to surrender. Num- 

erous senior US military offi- 

cials confirmed that the 

bombing was unnecessary 

to defeat Japan. However, at 

the end of World War II, the 

US wanted to issue a warning 

to its Eastern Bloc “allies.” 

General Dwight D. Eisenhower explained: “Japan was at the moment 

seeking some way to surrender with minimum loss of ‘face.’ It wasn't nec- 

essary to hit them with that awful thing.” For his part, Admiral William 

D. Leahy, former chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, stated, “The use of this 

barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and Nagasaki was of no material assistance 

in our war against Japan. The Japanese were already defeated and ready 

to surrender. My own feeling was that in being the first to use it, we had 

adopted an ethical standard common to the barbarians of the Dark Ages. 

I was taught not to make war in that fashion, and wars cannot be won by 

destroying women and children.” And the US Strategic Bombing Survey 

Mushroom cloud over Hiroshima (Courtesy of US 
509th Operations Group/Wikimedia Commons) 
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determined that “Japan would have surrendered even if the atomic bombs 

had not been dropped, even if Russia had not entered the war, and even if 

no invasion had been planned or contemplated.” 

August 6, 1970 Some three hundred members of the Youth International 

Party, or Yippies—countercultural radical youth—invaded Disneyland, pro- 

testing against the Vietnam War and calling for the liberation of Minnie 

Mouse from patriarchal captivity. Disney brought in extra security and 

150 armed riot police in preparation for the event: a theatrical “convention.” 

The youth engaged in a few provocative actions, including commandeering 

a raft to invade Fort Wilderness, openly smoking pot, snake dancing down 

Main Street, U.S.A.,and demonstrating outside the Bank of America branch 

in the park, before some of them were arrested and the rest expelled from 

the park. (¢ 

7 August 7, 1842 A mass meeting of eighteen thousand workers organ- 

ized by the Chartist movement took place in the UK. They decided to 

call a general strike beginning the following day, demanding universal male 

suffrage. 

ee ee wr 

A Chartist mass meeting, 1848 (Photo by William Edward Kilburn, courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons) 
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August 7, 1900 The first issue of Mexican radical ~~ Regeneracion 

newspaper Regeneracion, cofounded by Ricardo green 

Flores Mag6n, was published. Despite being fre- 

quently suppressed in Mexico and the US, the 

paper would exist in numerous different incarna- 

tions over the next two decades and would become 

quite influential during the Mexican Revolution. 

August 8, 1845 Britain's Parliament passed an 

Enclosure Act, taking away common land 

and appointing enclosure commissioners, who 
REIN IG ed gl ae? 

: yee issue of RenenerCion: 
could enclose more land without submitting a 49140 (Courtesy of Wikimedia 

request to Parliament. From the seventeenth to Commons) 

twentieth century, the British government passed 

over five thousand Enclosure Acts, enclosing 6.8 million acres of common 

land that the public previously had the right to use. 

Often military force was used to crush any resistance. The enclosures 

were a vital part of the development of capitalism, as they created a whole 

class of landless people who had no way of surviving other than by selling 

their labor power—e., the working class. 

August 8, 1936 The French government 

closed the border with revolutionary 

Spain, forcing people who wanted to 

volunteer to fight against the fascists to 

cross the Pyrenees mountains on foot. 

The nationalists, on the other hand, 

had no problem shipping in fascist vol- 

unteers from around Europe, as well as African American volunteers Edward 
; Johnson and Claude Pringle in Spain 

troops from Italy and Nazi Germany. (Photo courtesy of Kevin Buyers/Abraham 

Despitesthis!: tens of thousands sof wsiecon Brigade Archives) 
working class people from all around the world came to join the Spanish 

workers’ and peasants’ struggle against fascism, many of them joining the 

International Brigades. 

August 9, 1956 Twenty thousand women in Pretoria, South Africa, 

marched against pass laws: apartheid laws curtailing freedom of 

movement for Black and Indian people. The demonstration, organized by 

the Federation of South African Women (FEDSAW) delivered a petition 
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against the laws with one hundred thousand signatures, and the partici- 

pants sang “Wathint’Abafazi Wathint'imbokodo,” meaning, “Now that you 

have touched the women, you have struck a rock.” The protest kickstarted 

a wave of over two years of civil disobedience across the country, during 

which thousands of women were arrested, before the leadership of the 

African National Congress panicked and called it off. Today, August 9 is 

commemorated in South Africa as Women’s Day. 

August 9, 1970 

One hundred fifty 

people, including 

the British Black 

Panthers, marched 

on local police sta- 

tions to demand an 

end to police raids 

on the Mangrove 

Caribbean restau- 

rant in Notting Hill. 

Nine people, includ- 

ing writer Darcus 

Howe, were arrested 

and charged with conspiracy to incite a riot. All were later acquitted. Home 

Office documents later revealed the raids were part of a plot to destroy the 

emerging Black power movement in the UK. 

Protest against the Mangrove restaurant raids (Courtesy of the 
National Archives catalogue reference MEPO 31/21 [A22]) 

August 10, 1956 Working with the Union Francaise Nord-Africaine 

(UFNA) terrorist group, André Achiary, a former French military intel- 

ligence officer, planted a bomb in the Casbah of Algiers, which exploded 

killing seventy-three people. The attack was part of a brutal counterinsur- 

gency campaign waged by France against the Algerian independence 

movement. 

August 10, 2005 The Gate Gourmet dispute began in London. British Airways 

had outsourced its airline meal production to Gate Gourmet, staffed primar- 

ily by Asian women workers. The company cut wages, and working condi- 

tions worsened. Planning on further undermining working conditions, the 

company brought in hundreds of temporary agency workers to do the work 

of the permanent employees. 
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Seeing agency workers in their usual posts, the workers assembled 

in their canteen to discuss and protest against what was happening. Gate 

Gourmet responded by firing more than seven hundred of the workers. In 

a gesture of solidarity unusual in these times, British Airways baggage han- 

dlers walked out on a wildcat sympathy strike, shutting Heathrow Airport 

completely for forty-eight hours. But their union, the Transport and General 

Workers Union (TGWU), ordered them back to work. 

Although the fired workers set up picket lines, T@WU officials reached 

an agreement with bosses for some of the workers to be reinstated with 

terms and working conditions that were worse than those the workers had 

opposed in the first place. Many of the workers fought on until April of the 

following year, but the union refused to make their action official, and they 

were defeated. 

August 11, 1965 After an altercation during the arrest of a young Black 

motorist by Los Angeles police officers, LAs Watts neighborhood 

exploded into six days of rioting, with mass looting and anti-police violence. 

This rebellion played a role in shifting elements of the civil rights movement 

away from a commitment to pacifism. 

August 11, 1984 During the great miners’ strike, as many as twenty-five thou- 

sand women marched in London against pit closures. Miners’ wives and 

others set up Women Against Pit Closures (WAPC), which played a crucial 

role in helping the miners stay out for as long as they did. @ 

August 12, 1937 One hundred forty-four socialists, communists, and 

anarchists were executed en masse at the Tobolsk prison in the Soviet 

Union. By the end of the following year, 2,500 people had been shot at the 

prison. The killings occurred during the purge trials of the late 1930s, in 

which many critics or potential critics of the government were executed or 

jailed, including many of the Bolsheviks who took part in the 1917 

revolution. 

August 12, 2017 Thirty-two-year-old anti-racist Heather Heyer was killed 

and dozens injured in a white supremacist terrorist attack in Charlottesville, 

Virginia. Heather was one of thousands of people protesting against a Unite 

the Right rally of neo-Nazis, Ku Klux Klan activists, and other white nation- 

alists and anti-Semites, when she was hit by a car deliberately driven at 

high speed into the crowd by twenty-year-old neo-Nazi James Alex Fields 
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Jr., who was pictured at the earlier Unite the Right protest holding a shield 

emblazoned with the logo of Vanguard America, a far-right group. 

Elsewhere in the city, another group of fascists attacked and viciously 

beat DeAndre Harris, a young African American education worker, leaving 

him with a number of injuries, including a spinal injury. President Donald 

Trump said some of the neo-Nazi demonstrators were “very fine people.” 

August 13, 1973 Five Black pro-independence activists were sentenced 

to eight consecutive life sentences in the US Virgin Islands. 

After the killing of eight American tourists on the Rockefeller-owned 

Fountain Valley golf course, US colonial authorities rounded up dozens of 

Black people and viciously tortured five of them in an attempt to extract 

confessions. 

Although the jury was deadlocked following the trial, nine jurors testi- 

fied that during deliberation they were threatened with FBI investigations 

of themselves and family members. The judge, formerly the Rockefeller 

family’s private attorney and the lawyer for the golf course, refused to 

declare a mistrial, compelling the jurors to deliver guilty verdicts. 

One of those convicted, Ishmael LaBeet, later hijacked a plane while 

being transferred to a different prison and flew it to Cuba. He was jailed for 

a period but is now free. 

August 13, 1977 In what would come to be known as the Battle of Lewisham, 

South London residents and anti-fascists staged running battles with police 

and National Front members to stop a fascist demonstration. 

August 14, 1889 The 

great London dock 

strike began when workers 

at West India Dock walked 

out and called on others to 

join them. Within two 

weeks, 130,000 were out, and 

dockers’ wives organized a 

rent strike for the duration 

of the stoppage. Other 

workers, Jewish tailors 

among them, walked out 
ek . Saad 

Wikimedia Mass meeting of strikers (Courtesy of 
with their own demands. Commons) 
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Australian dockers donated money to support their British colleagues, 

and after four weeks the employers caved in and agreed to nearly all the 

workers’ demands. 

The men had been inspired by the strike of “match girls” at Bryant 

& May the previous year. The dispute marked a turning point in British 

working class history, as disorganized casual workers like the dockers were 

inspired to organize themselves and start to win. 

August 14, 1943 Vietnamese revolutionary Nguyén An 

Ninh died in prison after being jailed for promoting a 

working class and peasant revolt against the French 

colonial regime. He had been jailed by the French on 

four previous occasions, but his final sentence of five 

years in prison and ten years of exile was effectively a 

death sentence. 

Nguyén An Ninh (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

August 15, 1947 India became independent from British rule. While 

the standard narrative is that the movement for independence was a 

peaceful one led by Mohandas Gandhi, the reality is very different. There 

had been decades of often intensely violent struggle against British occupa- 

tion involving mutinies, uprisings, riots, assassinations, and bomb attacks 

before the colonial power agreed to withdraw. 

In addition to leaving India, Britain divided the country into two sepa- 

rate states: India, with a majority Hindu population, and Pakistan, with a 

majority Muslim population. Arbitrary lines drawn on a map by a British 

official in secret caused panic and confusion. The conflict that would result 

left up to sixteen million people displaced, between two hundred thousand 

and two million dead, and up to one hundred thousand women abducted 

and/or raped. 

August 15, 1961 A local group of the Nationa! Association for the Advance- 

ment of Colored People (NAACP) in Monroe, North Carolina, presented a 

ten-point program for racial equality to the town aldermen. 

Faced with massive racist violence occurring with police collusion, 

many Black residents took up arms to defend themselves. One of them was 

Marine Corps veteran and local NAACP chapter head Robert F. Williams, 

who was an advocate for self-defense against white racists. Williams set 

up a local National Rifle Association club called the Black Armed Guard, 
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which defended the local Black “ses | 

INTERSTATE FLIGHT = pA ee. 
community from Ku Klux Klan name FRANKLIN WILLIAMS — 

& wo & Refi THR FT 

ie : 

attacks. He was eventually 

falsely accused of kidnapping 

by the FBI, which forced him 

and his wife Mabel to flee to 

Cuba, in 1961. In Cuba, he hosted 

a radical radio show broadcast 

to African Americans in the US 

South. In 1965, he and his wife 

relocated again, this time to _ ......... ie : 
China. oT numeea wy eas ani ane ec ence. a soc 

He returned to the US in 

1969 and was promptly arrested, 

but in 1975 all charges against 

him were dropped. 

When he died in 1996, legendary civil rights activist Rosa Parks deliv- 

ered the eulogy at his funeral, where she paid testament to “his courage 

and... his commitment to freedom,” adding, “What he did should go down 

in history and never be forgotten.” 

DESCRIPTION 
ary Be 92, Monroe 
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ees Korth Can 196. 
tude, Sect 

Robert F. Williams wanted poster (Courtesy of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation/Wikimedia Commons) 

August 16, 1819 The Peterloo massacre took place, with British cavalry 

charging into a crowd of between sixty and eighty thousand working 

class people gathered in Saint Peter's Fields, in Manchester, to demand the 

right to vote. Fifteen people were killed and up to seven hundred injured, 

with women protesters who were dressed in white being particularly tar- 

geted. In the aftermath of the killings, Percy Bysshe Shelley penned one of 

his most powerful poems, “The Mask of Anarchy,” which ends with this 

stirring call to arms: 

Rise like Lions after slumber 

In unvanquishable number— 

Shake your chains to earth like dew 

Which in sleep had fallen on you— 

Ye are many—they are few. 

15 

August 16, 2012 Police in South Africa massacred thirty-four miners who 

were on a wildcat strike fighting for a pay increase at the Marikana mine 
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operated by the British platinum company Lonmin. Seventy-eight others 

were injured in a violent attack by security forces, which the African 

National Congress government falsely claimed was an act of self-defense 

on the part of the police. It was the worst violence by security forces in 

the country since the days of apartheid. A few days prior, officials in the 

National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) had opened fire on the striking 

workers—mostly their own members—leaving two critically injured. 

Sculpture commemorating the 1795 slave revolt in Curagao (Photo by Charles Hoffman, CC 
by SA 2.0 https://www.flickr.com/photos/23088289@N02/4383339615) 

W/ August 17, 1795 A group of around forty enslaved Black people in the 

Dutch colony of Curagao rebelled and kickstarted a slave revolt on 

the island. They informed their “owner” they would no longer be his slaves, 

then they left and began freeing other enslaved people and gathering 

weapons. The rebellion lasted just over a month before the leaders were 

captured and killed. Nonetheless, it won new rights for the enslaved. 

August 17, 1987 Workers in South Korea occupied factories and the shipyard 

of the Hyundai Corporation in the city of Ulsan. Meanwhile, upwards of 

three hundred thousand workers battled riot police in the city, in one of 

the biggest confrontations to date between workers and the US-backed 

dictatorship. The strikes spread, and the Great Workers’ Struggle, as the 

movement would come to be known, would, at its height, involve around 

1.2 million workers—one-third of the regular workforce—with 3,749 strikes 

taking place by the end of the year. 
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August 18, 1812 Food riots, primarily led by women, broke out in Leeds 

and Sheffield, England. In Leeds, the local paper described the group 

of women and boys who were seizing corn and wheat and assaulting sellers 

as being “dignified with the title of Lady Ludd.” In Sheffield flour dealers 

were forced to reduce their prices to three shillings per stone. 

August 18, 1823 The Demerara slave revolt in the British colony of Demerara- 

Essequibo, present-day Guyana, saw over ten thousand enslaved, mainly 

Creole people, go from plantation to plantation stealing weapons and 

locking up their masters, even putting some of them in stocks. The rebel- 

lion was crushed by colonial troops and an armed civilian militia. Despite 

the fact that white prisoners reported that they had been treated humanely, 

hundreds of the participants were hunted down and put to death in the 

aftermath of the rebellion, with others sentenced to one thousand lashes. 

Word of the revolt spread across the Caribbean and back to England, 

where it spurred the abolitionist movement. Following an even bigger rebel- 

lion in Jamaica, slavery was largely abolished in the British Caribbean over 

the following decade. 

August 19, 1936 The gay social- 

ist poet Federico Garcia Lorca 

was taken from his jail cell and exe- 

cuted on the order of General 

Francos military authorities. The 

Spanish Civil War had broken out a 

month previously, and his sympa- 

thies were clear: “I will always be on 

the side of those who have nothing 

and who are not even allowed to : : 

enjoy the nothing they have in FedereeGarca|orca 19 (wrent 
peace.” To date, his remains have not wikimedia Commons) 

been found. @) 39-40 

August 19, 1953 Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh of Iran was over- 

thrown in a coup organized by the CIA on behalf of the British and American 

governments. Mosaddegh's government had instituted a number of social 

reforms in the country, including unemployment benefits, compensation 

for injured workers, and the abolition of forced labor in the countryside. He 

planned to nationalize the British-owned oil fields to fund things like rural 
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housing, public baths, and pest control, so the British intelligence agency 

MI6 asked the CIA to remove him. 

20 August 20, 1948 Workers for the African Wharfage Company in 

Zanzibar City, present-day Tanzania, went on strike for higher wages. 

Intimidation by the British colonial authorities won the strike the sympa- 

thy of many other workers on the island. A general strike developed that 

shut down the city and much of the island's economy. The strike lasted until 

September 13, when the company gave in on wage increases and improved 

working conditions. 

August 20, 1976 The Grunwick strike began in North West London when 

Devshi Bhudia was dismissed from his job at a photo processing plant for 

working too slowly, and three colleagues walked out in his support. Three 

days later, the predominantly East African Asian women workers began 

picketing in a dispute that would last nearly two years. Although it would 

ultimately end in defeat, it was a key event in the British working class 

movement. The incredible fight put up by the workers, as well as the soli- 

darity received from around Britain, pushed the predominantly white trade 

union organizations to see Asian and migrant workers as fellow workers 

they should organize alongside rather than as competitors for jobs. (¢@ 

August 21, 1831 The Nat Turner rebellion threw Southern enslavers 

into a panic, as around seventy enslaved people rose up in 

Southampton County, Virginia. Turner, who was literate and deeply reli- 

gious, began the rebellion with a few trusted colleagues who travelled from 

plantation to plantation, freeing the enslaved people and killing all of the 

whites they came across. The rebellion was suppressed by US troops within 

a few days. Although Turner managed to evade capture for several weeks, 

when he was arrested he was sentenced to the medieval punishment of 

being hanged and drawn and quartered. 

In the aftermath of the uprising, dozens of enslaved people, as well as 

free African Americans, were murdered by white racist mobs seeking venge- 

ance. Many Southern slave states introduced new laws banning teaching 

enslaved people to read and further restricting their freedoms. 

August 21, 1981 One hundred and forty mostly women workers at the Lee 

Jeans factory in Greenock, Scotland, returned to work after a seven-month 

occupation, having blocked the closure of the plant and secured their jobs. 

167 



@ AUGUST WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

August 22, 1943 The Statesman maga- 

zine published the photograph at right 

of starving people during the Bengal famine 

in British colonial India during World War II. 

The governor of Bengal had ordered the 

removal or destruction of rice across much of Se ee 

Bengal in 1942 to prevent it getting into enemy Cea ee cnn u rhe 

hands, also confiscating forty-six thousand  Statesman/Wikimedia Commons) 

boats from local people and devastating the 

fishing industry. Authorities then began diverting food from rural areas, 

where there were already shortages, to people deemed a “priority, namely 

wealthier and better-educated people and those working in war industries 

and the civil service. 

Flooding damaged farmland, putting food supplies at risk. The govern- 

ment of British prime minister Winston Churchill did not, however, act on 

the warnings it received. When the famine began, instead of providing relief, 

the government forbade the colony from using its own financial reserves 

or ships to import food and continued to export thousands of tons of rice 

to Europe, while putting excess food from elsewhere in the British Empire 

into storage. 

In all, two to four million people died, in what most historians con- 

sider an entirely human-caused famine. India had previously suffered 

much bigger reductions in food supply without mass deaths—in 1873-1874, 

for example. But Winston Churchill was a white supremacist and an anti- 

Semite, who cared nothing for the local population. He believed that “the 

starvation of anyhow underfed Bengalis is less serious than that of sturdy 

Greeks,’ and, during the famine, he proudly exclaimed, “I hate Indians. They 

are a beastly people with a beastly religion.” 

August 22, 1947 Chege Kibachia, leader of the African Workers Federation, 

was arrested in Nakuru, Kenya, by British colonial police amid strikes and 

working class protests against a racist system of identity cards. Five days 

later, labor leader Makhan Singh was arrested as well. Meanwhile, the presi- 

dent, independence leader Jomo Kenyatta, worked with the British Labour 

government and Trades Union Congress (TUC) to bring over an “expert,” 

James Patrick, to help the government establish pliant unions. Patrick 

advised the Kenyan government to set up unions as purely workplace 

bodies with no political remit, dividing workers by trade. The stated aim 

was not to advance the interests of workers but to improve productivity. 
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Kibachia was internally exiled for ten years and Singh was deported to 

India. 

August 23, 1851 A violent riot 

broke out in Sydney, Australia, 

when police tried to arrest a sailor, 

Michael Knight, who was wearing 

womens clothing. To cheers of the locals, 

Knight decked the officer who attempted 

the arrest and headed to a church. 

Knight then disturbed the service and 

began abusing the parishioners, until 

more police arrived and managed to 

make the arrest. On hearing of Knight 

being taken into custody, hundreds of 

sailors assembled and began attacking 

police officers and police stations, 

freeing all the prisoners along the way. 

illustration of Michael Knight decking the 
police officer (By Agustin Huarte, 2019) 

August 23, 1966 Two hundred Aboriginal workers at 

the Wave Hill pastoral station in Australia walked 

out on strike for equal pay with white workers. They 

remained out for an incredible nine years, and what 

began as a wage dispute became the demand that 

the British aristocrat Lord Samuel Vestey return the 

land to them. They were eventually successful in 

gaining the return of some of the land. 

Dexter Daniels, one of those involved in the strike, 1970 
(Courtesy of Northern Territory Library/Wikimedia Commons) 

August 24, 1800 A group of enslaved people led by Gabriel, an enslaved 

blacksmith, gathered in central Virginia, intending to recruit others 

for an insurrection planned for August 30. They had hatched an extremely 

ambitious plan to march on Richmond, capture the capitol, and hold the 

governor hostage to negotiate freedom for enslaved people. Unfortunately, 

the plot was betrayed, and twenty-six of the participants executed. But the 

struggle against slavery continued. 
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August 24, 2011 Against the background of a militant student movement, 

the Central Unitaria de Trabajadores de Chile (Workers United Center of 

Chile; CUT) called a nationwide two-day strike. As many as six hundred 

thousand people took to the streets, and police responded by arresting 750, 

injuring many more and killing one sixteen-year-old boy. A few days later, 

the government caved in to a key demand of the movement and prohibited 

state funding for for-profit educational institutions. 

August 25, 1921 The Battle of Blair 

Mountain began. It was the 

largest armed rebellion in the US since 

the Civil War. For five days in late August 

and early September 1921, following the 

killing of miners and their supporters in 

Welch and Sharples, ten thousand strik- 

ing coal miners in Logan County, West : 

Virginia, battled armed strikebreakers Miners surrender arms after the battle 
: , (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

and deputies. Faced with the over- 

whelming firepower of US federal troops and even the air force, the miners 

eventually surrendered or returned to their homes. (¢ 

August 25, 1944 A group of 

thirty-two Spanish and eight 

French resistance fighters in La 

Madeleine, France, tackled an 

entire German column, consist- 

ing of 1,300 men in sixty trucks, 

with six tanks and two self-pro- 

pelled guns. The maquis blew 

up the road and rail bridges and 

positioned themselves on sur- 

rounding hills with machine 

guns. The battle raged from 3:00 

p.m. until noon the following day. Three maquisards were injured, while 

eight Germans were killed, nearly two hundred wounded, and the rest sur- 

rendered. After this humiliating defeat, the Nazi commander killed himself 

before he could be captured. 

That same day, the Forces frangaises libres (Free French Forces) liber- 

ated Paris, and the occupying German troops surrendered. The Free French 

Free French Black soldiers, c.1942 (Courtesy of 
the Library of Congress/Wikimedia Commons) 
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unit that recaptured the city had been ethnically cleansed of Black sol- 

diers—who made up a significant proportion of the Free French Army—as 

US and UK military commanders were only willing to allow the French to 

liberate the city if they excluded Black troops. Black servicemen were also 

excluded from the liberation celebrations. For example, resistance hero 

Georges Dukson, who had been shot and wounded in action, was removed 

from the event at gunpoint. 

August 26, 1919 Former garment worker Fannie Sellins, who had 

become an organizer with the United Mine Workers of America 

(UMWA), was murdered by company thugs and sheriff's deputies during a 

coal strike in Pennsylvania. She attempted to intervene when a miner was 

being beaten and was shot and killed. Her killers were never punished. 

August 26, 1930 Strikebreaking dockworkers at Port Adelaide, Australia, 

were attacked around the town by mobs of locals, including one group of 

women demonstrators. During this protracted industrial dispute, scabs 

were kicked and beaten as they left the train station. One who escaped 

by diving into the river and swimming toward a ship had to be rescued by 

police, while mounted police protected another group at Princes Wharf. A 

group of women attempted to attack scabs as they left work, forcing them 

to flee to the railway station under police escort. 

, August 27, 1889 The great strike of East End Jewish tailors in London 

U began during a dockers’ strike. Eight thousand workers, mostly 

Jewish immigrants from Russia, elected a strike committee and walked out, 

demanding a maximum twelve-hour workday (they were working fourteen 

to eighteen hours). Despite the antipathy of the dockers’ union leader, pre- 

dominantly Irish Catholic dockers donated to the strike fund and helped 

the tailors hold out until October, when the employers caved in. 

August 27, 1974 African American prisoner Joan 

Little killed a white prison guard in self-defense 

and escaped from the Beaufort County jail in North 

Carolina. The guard had threatened her with an ice 

pick and forced her to perform a sex act, at which 

point, she managed to grab the pick and kill him. 

Illustration of Joan Little (dignidadrebelde, 2016, CC by SA 2.0 
https://flickr.com/photos/28987073@N08/30539190706) 
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She handed herself in to police the following week and was charged with 

first-degree murder, which carried an automatic death sentence. Her case 

rallied support from civil rights activists, including Rosa Parks, as well as 

feminists and anti-death penalty activists. She became the first woman in 

the US to successfully use resisting sexual assault as a defense for using 

deadly force. 

August 28, 1830 In Kent, England, a threshing machine was destroyed 

by angry laborers—the start of the Swing rebellion. Farmworkers sent 

demand letters to bosses signed by “Captain Swing,” and if they did not 

comply, mobs would attack the farms, set them aflame, and smash the 

machines. 

August 28, 1968 In Chicago, Black bus drivers went on a wildcat strike 

against their racist union. While 80 percent of drivers were Black, the union 

leadership was white and did not heed the concerns of Black workers. White 

scab drivers kept services running in the wealthier neighborhoods. ( 

August 29, 1979 After years of fruitless campaigning, thirty to forty 

LGBT+ activists took direct action and occupied the Swedish national 

health board to protest homosexuality being classified as a mental illness. 

The board agreed with protesters and removed the designation in October. 

August 29, 1997 Workers at 

the Lusty Lady Club in San 

Francisco voted to join the 

Exotic Dancers Union, part of 

a local branch of the Service 

Employees International 

Union (SEIU). The women 

undertook an extended 

organizing campaign, and 

later took on-the-job direct 

action, pointedly dancing 

with their legs closed. The 

workers eventually won Exotic Dancers Union members, including 
guaranteed work shifts, Cinnamon Maxxine, left, and Stephany Joy 

. Ashley, right, May Day 2008 (Photo by Matthew 
ab dk nectar removal of Roth, CC by SA 2.0 https://www.flickr.com/photos/ 
one-way mirrors, abolition matthewalmonroth/2478956762) 
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of racist scheduling, and protection from arbitrary discipline and firing. The 

women later took over the club and ran it as a workers’ cooperative, with an 

elected management. @ 20 

August 30, 1908 Following a violent campaign of repression, union 

leaders called off a strike by Black and white coal miners in 

Birmingham, Alabama, four days after the governor sent in the army to evict 

the strikers’ tent colony. Despite this, workers attempted to continue the 

stoppage but were defeated. Armed thugs terrorized the strikers, lynching 

one Black miner, while the press generated hysteria about the race-mixing 

workers. The Birmingham Age-Herald denounced a union meeting where 

“anegro...embrace[d] a white speaker ...in the very presence of gentle white 

women and innocent little girls.” The defeat was a blow to mineworkers and 

working class racial unity in the South. 

August 30, 1979 Screen icon 
. ) Pian 

and Black Panther sup- |! pInector, Fat (1° Srvesce) 

porter, Jean Seberg died by » |, ‘se. iss quer (1or-tort) 

suicide following a cam- | ™™ ene var 
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to the National Association FBI memo on Jean Seberg (Courtesy of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation/Wikimedia Commons) 

for the Advancement of 

Colored People, Native American education groups, and the Black Panthers, 

including to their free breakfast for schoolchildren program. 

As part of the FBI's COINTELPRO operation directed against radical 

movements, they were already tapping Seberg’s phone. Upon learning that 

Seberg was pregnant, under the supervision of FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, 

the agency concocted a false story that the father of her baby was a promi- 

nent Black Panther, not her husband. The story was first reported by gossip 

columnist Joyce Haber in the Los Angeles Times and syndicated in some 

one hundred other newspapers, before spreading even more widely. A few 

weeks after the story was published, Seberg overdosed on sleeping pills and 

subsequently delivered a premature baby who died two days later. At her 

daughter's funeral, Seberg opened the casket to prove that the story was a 
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lie, and that the baby was her husband's. According to those who knew her, 

the story caused a downward spiral for Seberg, culminating in her suicide. 

August 31, 1942 A wildcat general strike broke out in Luxembourg 

against the occupying Nazi regime's order to conscript young people 

into the German Army. Steelworkers and primary school teachers walked 

out, and postal workers began a go-slow before walking out the following 

day, refusing to deliver telegrams from the German trade union ordering a 

return to work under pain of execution. The strike was broken by Nazi 

terror after about a week. Hundreds of workers were arrested, with some 

sent to concentration camps or executed. Hundreds of schoolchildren were 

arrested and sent to reeducation camps. Despite the collapse of the strike, 

resistance to the draft continued, with around 40 percent of all those being 

conscripted deserting and going into hiding. 

August 31, 1944 Maria Dimadi, Greek interpreter and anti-Nazi resistance 

activist, was executed by members of the Greek collaborationist Security 

Battalions. She had been working as a spy in the German garrison headquar- 

ters and passing information to the resistance. 
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September 1, 1939 The 

first fighting of World 

War II in Europe took place, 

as fifty-six workers at the 

post office in Gdansk (aka 

Danzig), Poland, took up 

arms and attempted to repel 

the Nazi takeover. The 

workers beat back the first 
two attacks by German Captured defenders of the post office in Gdansk 

(Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
troops, which were backed 

up by police, SS and SA volunteers, and local pro-Nazi Germans. After fifteen 

hours of fighting, the surviving employees surrendered to escape the build- 

ing, which by this point was on fire. As none of them were soldiers, they were 

tried as bandits and executed. The workers who died and the ones who were 

executed afterward were posthumously relieved of their charges of banditry 

and rehabilitated. In 1979, a monument was built in Gdansk in their honor. 

September 1, 2007 The Guardian newspaper published an article revealing 

that Indian soldiers based in what is now Pakistan had chemical weapons 

tested on them by the British colonial administration from the 1930s onward. 

Large numbers of the troops suffered burns in the tests carried out by sci- 

entists from Porton Down, apparently to see if mustard gas did greater 

damage to South Asian skin than to white skin. 

September 2, 1962 Oswald Mosley and his fascist blackshirts 

attempted to hold a meeting in Ridley Road, East London, while the 

British National Party attempted to assemble in nearby Dalston. Anti- 

fascists from the Yellow Star Movement, an organization launched in July 

1962 in response to an anti-Semitic rally held in Trafalgar Square by the 

National Socialist Movement, held a nonstop meeting to keep Mosley off his 

favorite pitch. Mosley was forced to relocate to Victoria Park Square, Bethnal 

Green, where his meeting collapsed under a hail of stones, eggs, and fruit, 

causing him to flee, as protesters hammered on his car windows with their 

fists. It was the fourth of his meetings broken up by crowds in just a few 

2) 35-37 weeks. “@ 

September 2, 2005 Just after Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans police officer 

David Warren gunned down Henry Glover, an unarmed African American 
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man who was picking up baby clothes. Some members of the public tried to 

assist Glover, but they were physically attacked by police officers. Another 

officer, Gregory McRae, then drove Glover away in a civilian’s car, setting 

the car containing the body on fire. He was observed by a fellow officer 

laughing while he did this. Five police officers were subsequently charged. 

Warren was originally convicted of manslaughter and jailed but later won an 

appeal and was acquitted. This was just one of many racist police murders 

and abuses in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 

September 3, 1791 Postrevolutionary France completed its new penal 

code. It became the first Western European country to decriminalize 

homosexuality, no longer making any mention of prohibitions against 

sodomy in private. 

September 3, 1934 Sixty-five thousand textile workers in North Carolina 

joined the strike of workers in Alabama against reduced work hours accom- 

panied by reduced pay. 

Workers in Alabama had walked out in July when employers reduced 

working hours from forty to thirty per week, reducing pay by 25 percent. 

The Union of Textile Workers (UTW) had withdrawn their threat of a 

national strike in return for a seat on the industrial relations board and a 

government study, so the Alabama workers initially fought alone. 

When workers in North Carolina walked out, the strikers drove to 

working mills and spread the strike. Within two days 325,000 workers were 

on strike. In response, authorities declared martial law in different areas 

across the country, and police and National Guard troops shot, bayoneted, 

and killed numerous workers. 

In the end the UTW called off the strike, declaring “an overwhelming 

victory,” despite not having achieved any concessions from the employers. 

September 4, 1919 Four thousand miners from the Kanawha coalfields, 

many of them armed, marched on Logan County, West Virginia, after 

hearing rumors of women and children being killed and beaten by mine 

guards. They were stopped by Governor John J. Cornwell, with threats of an 

army intervention and promises to investigate the miners grievances. 7 

September 4, 2005 The Danziger Bridge shootings took place in the wake 

of Hurricane Katrina when several New Orleans police officers opened 

fire with assault weapons on an unarmed African American family. The 
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Bartholomews were on their way to a grocery store when plainclothes police 

with machine guns shot six of them, killing two and stomping on one of the 

victims. Some of the victims were shot up to seven times and lost limbs. One 

man was shot five times in the back and a teenage girl was shot four times. 

The police then fabricated a story, claiming that they had been fired on by 

four suspects, that an officer had been shot, and that they had to return fire. 

They even arrested one of the survivors and charged him with eight counts 

of attempted murder against the police. The officer in charge of investigating 

the shootings helped fabricate evidence to support the shooters lies. Guilty 

verdicts for the killers were handed down in 2011, six years after the crimes. 

September 5, 1911 A UK nationwide strike wave of schoolchildren was 

sparked when pupils in Llanelli, Wales, walked out in sympathy with 

a boy who had been disciplined by a deputy headmaster. Beginning with 

this one school, walkouts spread across the country to at least sixty-two 

towns and cities, with pupils demanding shorter hours and an end to cor- 

poral punishment. The schoolchildren’'s strikes followed a summer of 

workers industrial disputes. 

September 5, 1917 Mass arrests of radical workers took place in the US, 

with US marshals raiding the national offices of the Socialist Party and of 

the Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW), as well as some twenty 

branch offices of the IWW in different states. (@ 

September 6, 1921 To protest against the refusal of the Cork Harbour 

Board to increase wages, workers at Cork Harbour took over the 

Harbour Board's offices, hoisted a red flag, and established a soviet (workers’ 

council). Their plan was to collect dues from shipping agents directly. The 

labor minister intervened, and the soviet was ended through negotiations 

within hours. However, a contemporary article in the Irish Times observed: 

Short-lived as was this outbreak of Irish Bolshevism, it was highly 

ominous. To-day Irish Labour is permeated with a spirit of revolt 

against all the principles and conventions of ordered society. The coun- 

try’s lawless state in recent months is partly responsible for this sin- 

ister development, and the wild teachings of the Russian Revolution 

have fallen on willing ears. It is small consolation for thoughtful 

Irishmen that the first experiments in practical Communism—like 

this affair at Cork and like the seizure of Messrs. Cleeve's premises at 
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Bruree—have collapsed in a few days or hours. Their real significance 

lies in the temper and aspirations which they reveal. 

September 6, 1966 Mozambican-Greek revolutionary Dimitri Tsafendas 

assassinated the architect of apartheid, South African Prime Minister 

Hendrik Verwoerd, by stabbing him during a parliamentary session. 

Tsafendas was at the time working in the parliament building. Despite the 

bravery of his act, anti-apartheid leaders and his family distanced them- 

selves from Tsafendas after the assassination. In his statement to police he 

was clear about his motives, saying that he “did believe that with the disap- 

pearance of the South African prime minister a change of policy would take 

place. ... 1 was so disgusted with the racial policy that I went through with 

my plan to kill the prime minister.” To avoid admitting their security had 

failed, the authorities decided to claim he was mentally ill. Under torture 

and facing the death penalty, Tsafendas eventually agreed to plead insan- 

ity. He was subsequently found not guilty of murder by reason of insanity 

and sent to a secure psychiatric hospital. He survived to see the end of the 

apartheid regime, but the new African National Congress government did 

not order his release. He died in custody in 1999. 

7 September 7, 1934 Anti-fascists hung a banner atop the British 

Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) headquarters advertising a demon- 

stration against a rally by Oswald Mosley and his British Union of Fascists 

(BUF) that weekend. While Mosley had been invited on the BBC to promote 

his Nazi views and advertise his demonstration, the BBC, like the rest of the 

British press, refused to give a platform to anti-fascists or to mention the 

counterprotest. Despite this, on the day, over one hundred thousand 

Londoners overwhelmed the fascists and their police guard and drove them 

out of Hyde Park. 

September 7, 1977 Violent clashes took place between workers and bosses’ 

thugs at a machine tool factory in Mohan Nagar, India. Workers protesting 

outside the plant against unfair wage deductions were attacked by armed 

security guards. Local workers and passersby joined the demonstration, and 

the guards opened fire, triggering a violent response from the crowd, which 

burned down the factory, killing the two shooters. Workers in neighboring 

factories went on wildcat strike in solidarity, with twenty thousand people 

gathering in protest the next day. 
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September 8, 1941 The Norwegian Melkestreiken (milk strike) against 

the occupying Nazi authorities took place. Workers arriving for work 

on Monday found that their already reduced milk ration had been cut com- 

pletely. Workers at a shipyard and a steelworks spontaneously walked out 

after breakfast, and over the next two days the stoppage spread to some 

fifty workplaces, involving twenty to twenty-five thousand workers. The 

Nazis responded by declaring martial law, executing two union leaders, and 

jailing several others. 

September 8, 1972 Sixty Black sailors aboard the USS Constellation during 

the Vietnam War gathered in a secluded barbershop on board. They shared 

stories of the endemic racism in the navy: being denied promotions and 

being stuck in lower paid positions and subjected to harsher discipline 

than white sailors. They would later form an organization called the Black 

Fraction, which, fifty-six days later, would be responsible for the first mass 

mutiny in the history of the United States Navy. § 

September 9, 1739 The Stono Rebellion in South Carolina, the largest 

uprising of enslaved people in the mainland British colonies, began. 

A literate enslaved man named Jemmy (or Cato) marched with twenty-two 

others, mostly from Central Africa, brandishing a banner bearing the word 

“Liberty!” and attacked a store, seizing weapons and ammunition. They 

planned to head to Florida, where Spanish colonial authorities offered 

escaped slaves freedom, in an effort to undermine British rule. On their way, 

they burned plantations, freed other enslaved people, and killed whites, 

until a well-armed mounted militia attacked them. While the rebels managed 

to kill twenty-three militiamen, they lost forty-seven of their number, whose 

severed heads were displayed on stakes to serve as a warning to others. 

Many of those who escaped were later captured and executed or sold to 

enslavers in the Caribbean. 

In response to the rebellion, authorities enacted strict laws to try to 

prevent a recurrence: banning the enslaved from assembling in groups and 

learning to read, but also prohibiting importation of enslaved people from 

Africa for ten years and introducing penalties for masters who overworked 

their slaves or were excessively brutal. 

September 9, 1945 In the wake of World War II, the US occupation admin- 

istration in Korea announced that the Japanese colonial government 

would remain intact. After massive outcry, they replaced some Japanese 
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bureaucrats with Americans but enlisted the deposed Japanese officials as 

advisers. 

September 10, 1897 Nineteen unarmed striking coal miners and mine 

workers were killed and thirty-six injured near Lattimer, Pennsylvania, 

by a posse organized by the Luzerne County sheriff, for refusing to disperse. 

The strikers, most of whom were shot in the back, were migrant workers 

originally brought in as strikebreakers, who had later organized themselves. 

The killers were put on trial, but all were acquitted. However, the massacre 

marked a turning point in mine workers’ organization in the United States, 

and miners, particularly migrant workers, flooded into the United Mine 

Workers (UMW) union and won major improvements. 

September 10, 1962 White supremacists 

attempted to assassinate civil rights activist 

Fannie Lou Hamer in Mississippi. She was 

staying with her friend Mary Tucker, when 

racists drove by, firing sixteen shots at her, 

all of which missed. Hamer (born Townsend) 

had been attempting to register to vote but 

had been denied the right to do so by aracist 

registration test that had been designed to 

prevent Black people and Native Americans 

from registering. Hamer failed the registra- 

tion test when she was unable to answer a 

question asking her to explain “de facto laws.” 

Illustration of Fannie Lou Hamer (dignidadrebelde, CC by SA 2.0 https://www.flickr.com/photos/ 
dignidadrebelde/29822833790) 

September 11, 1973 The right-wing General Augusto Pinochet launched 

a coup against the elected left-wing government of Salvador Allende 

in Chile. Allende had appointed Pinochet as head of his armed forces the 

previous month, and Pinochet had used the position to orchestrate the coup. 

On day one, the new government began rounding up thousands of 

people—mostly working class activists and left-wingers—holding them 

in the national stadium and killing many. The brutal military dictatorship, 

which was backed by Western powers, including the US and UK, implemented 

the harsh right-wing economic ideology of the neoliberal Chicago Boys. 

While international observers heralded the resultant “economic miracle,” 
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in reality living standards 

declined for the vast major- 

ity of the population, with 

wages falling and spending 

on health care, education, 

and housing being cut. Any 

workers who attempted to 

resist were murdered, tor- 

tured, imprisoned, or “disap- 

peared.” A popular method of 

execution was to throw civil- 

ians from helicopters into 

the ocean or over the Andes 

mountains. Many members 

of the alt-right today cel- 

ebrate these murders with 

“helicopter memes.” oe eke as . 

Over the next seven- Chilean soldiers burning socialist literature 
(Courtesy of the Central Intelligence Agency/Wikimedia 

teen years, more than three Commons) 

thousand people were mur- 

dered by the regime, with more than thirty-seven thousand others illegally 

imprisoned and/or tortured. Many prisoners were systematically raped and 

sexually abused by guards, with women a particular target. In addition to 

being violated by guards, some women were sexually assaulted using dogs, 

rats, and spiders and were forced to have sex with male family members. 

Many children of those killed were turned over to the Catholic Church or 

put up for adoption, with the children either receiving no information or 

being told their parents had died in accidents. 

September 11, 2017 In Nairobi, Kenya, drivers for rideshare services Taxify, 

Little, and Mondo-Ride joined Uber drivers on an indefinite strike they had 

begun the previous month, demanding a cut in commission rates. 

Earlier in the year, Uber had been forced to increase fares by 20 percent 

after a series of protests and strikes by drivers, but the increases failed to 

make up for a 30 percent reduction the firm made to try to undercut regular 

taxis. Uber also increased its commission rate from 20 to 25 percent. Drivers 

demanded that it be reduced to 10 percent. 

Subsequent strikes also took place in 2018 and 2019, winning some con- 

cessions from the bosses. 
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September 12, 1945 Following the defeat of the Japanese colonial 

authorities, the People’s Republic of Korea was declared (not to be 

confused with the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, aka North Korea). 

It had a twenty-seven-point program, including land redistribution, rent 

control, nationalization of major industries, guaranteed human rights, uni- 

versal suffrage, equality for women, a ban on child labor, and workers rights, 

including a maximum eight-hour workday. 

These reforms were not to the liking of US authorities, who were sup- 

posedly committed to “national self-determination,” so they decided to 

abolish the republic in their southern zone and set up a military dictator- 

ship. Thousands of those who opposed the dictatorship were massacred, 

including roughly 1o percent of the population on Jeju Island. 

September 12, 1969 The Gay Liberation Front (GLF) protested in New York 

City against the homophobic advertising policy of the Village Voice news- 

paper. The GLF had been established following the Stonewall rebellion and 

marked a qualitative shift in the movement for LGBT*+ rights. It was a com- 

plete departure from the previously moderate, assimilationist attitude of 

what was known as the “homophile” movement, instead advocating for mili- 

tant action, gay liberation, and the rights of all oppressed people. (@) 25-26 

September 13, 1911 Twelve pupils at St Mary's Roman Catholic School 

in Hull, England, called fellow pupils out on strike to protest corporal 

punishment and excessive workloads. They marched to nearby schools, 

pulling out hundreds of schoolchildren, then went for a swim in the River 

Humber. 

September 13, 1971 The Attica Prison uprising, which had begun on 

September 9, was crushed. Prisoners in appalling conditions had united 

across racial lines and taken control of the prison, demanding better treat- 

ment. Talks with authorities had broken down, and when the desperate pris- 

oners threatened their unharmed hostages, Governor Nelson Rockefeller 

(of the absurdly rich Rockefeller family) ordered that the prison be retaken. 

The New York State Police launched tear gas into the yard and fired nonstop 

into the smoke for two minutes, using weapons that included shotguns and 

personal firearms loaded with ammunition outlawed under the Geneva 

Convention. Many hostages and inmates (most of whom were not resist- 

ing, as they stumbled and choked in the smoke) were wounded, and by the 

time the facility was retaken, twenty-nine inmates and nine hostages had 
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been killed. Afterward, in celebration of the massacre police troopers were 

heard cheering “white power.” But despite the repression, a wave of rebellion 

swept Americas prisons. 

1 fi September 14, 1960 A US-backed coup took place in Congo against the 

first democratically elected prime minister in the country’s history, 

socialist independence leader Patrice Lumumba. The CIA initially planned 

to assassinate him—one plot involved poisoning his toothpaste—but instead 

he was arrested, beaten, tortured, and then shot. Soldiers from the former 

ruling Belgian authorities then dug up his body, dismembered it, and dis- 

solved it in sulfuric acid, grinding what was left to powder and scattering it. 

September 14, 1989 Seven members of AIDS campaign group ACT UP infil- 

trated the New York Stock Exchange and chained themselves to the VIP 

balcony to protest against the high cost of the only approved AIDS drug, 

AZT. Shortly after the protest, Wellcome, its manufacturer, cut the price by 

20 percent. 

September 15, 1845 Five thousand women cotton mill workers in and 

around Pittsburgh went on strike for a maximum ten-hour workday 

and for an end to child labor. Months into the strike, hundreds marched on 

the Blackstock mill, one of the largest in the area. The women broke down 

the factory's gates and forcibly expelled the scabs, while the men who 

accompanied them kept the police at bay. Although the women's demands 

were not met, the strike drew national attention. On Independence Day, 1848, 

the Pennsylvania legislature passed a ten-hour workday law. However, the 

law had numerous loopholes and was never really enforced. The struggle 

for better working conditions and a shorter workday would have to wait for 

the next generation of worker activists to pick up where the cotton workers 

had left off. 

September 15, 1954 US veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade—anti- 

fascist volunteers during the Spanish Civil War—were brought before the 

Subversive Activities Control Board (SACB) to respond to attempts to clas- 

sify them as a subversive organization. 

This is some of what Crawford Morgan, one of its members, said: 

Being a Negro, and all of the stuff that I have had to take in this 

country, I had a pretty good idea of what fascism was and I didn't 
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want no part of it. I got a chance to fight it there 

with bullets and I went there and fought it with 

bullets. If I get a chance to fight it with bullets again, 

I will fight it with bullets again. ... I felt that if we 

didn't lick Franco and stop fascism there, it would 

spread over lots of the world. And it is bad enough 

for white people to live under fascism, those of the 

white people that like freedom and democracy. But 

Negroes couldnt live under it. They would be wiped 

out.... From the time I arrived in Spain I felt like a 

human being, like a man. People didn't look at me 

with hatred in their eyes because I was Black, and I 
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Crawford Morgan 
(Courtesy of the 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

Archives) 

wasnt refused this or refused that because I was Black. I was treated 

like all the rest of the people were treated, and when you have been 

in the world for quite a long time and have been treated worse than 

people treat their dogs, it is quite a nice feeling to go someplace and 

feel like a human being. 

September 16, 1923 Ito Noe 

and her lover Osugi Sakae, 

both worker activists, anarchists, 

and free love advocates, were 

arrested by police in Tokyo, Japan. 

Police blamed radicals for starting 

fires, which in reality were caused 

by the Great Kanto Earthquake, 

and killed many militants. Ito and 

Osugi were beaten and strangled 

to death in their cells, then 

dumped in a well. 

Ito Noe (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

September 16, 1973 Chilean communist folk singer and musician Victor 

Jara was murdered by General Augusto Pinochet's troops, following his 

US-backed coup a few days earlier. Jara was taken prisoner, along with 

thousands of others, and held in in Chile’s national stadium, where guards 

tortured him, broke his fingers and smashed his hands, and then told him 

to try playing his guitar. He was then shot over forty times. 
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In the wave of working class rebellion that erupted across Chile in 2019, 

his songs, including “El Derecho de Vivir en Paz” (The Right to Live in Peace), 

echoed in the streets as they were sung by huge crowds of protesters. 

Wi September 17, 1849 Legendary abolitionist Harriet Tubman and her 

brothers Ben and Henry escaped from slavery in Maryland. After the 

escape, Ben and Henry decided to go back, which essentially forced Harriet 

to return as well. But, shortly after, she escaped again and travelled to 

Philadelphia. 

In the years following her escape, Tubman worked tirelessly to save 

money to return and free other enslaved people. Tubman later helped John 

Brown recruit fighters for an insurrection at Harpers Ferry. Later in life, 

Tubman was active in the women’s rights movement until her death in 1913. 

September 17, 1922 One of the most serious clashes in the postal workers’ 

strike against the new Irish Free State occurred in Dublin when soldiers 

opened fire on one of the men and three of women striking. One of the 

workers, Olive Flood, was hit, but fortunately the bullet deflected off her 

garter belt, and she escaped with a minor flesh wound. A journalist reported 

that the incident “had no effect whatsoever on the determination of the 

girls to carry on.” 

September 18, 1963 A crowd of thousands burned down the British 

embassy in Jakarta, Indonesia, protesting against the colonial crea- 

tion of Malaysia two days earlier. They also attacked the official residence 

of the British ambassador and burned British cars. 

September 18, 1974 Flora Sanhueza Rebolledo, Chilean teacher and revolu- 

tionary, died at the age of sixty-three, as a result of the torture she suffered 

at the hands of General Augusto Pinochet's right-wing regime. 

Flora travelled to Spain in 1935 and took part in the social revolution 

during the civil war. Following the fascist victory, she fled to France, where 

she was interned as a political prisoner until 1942, after which she returned 

to Chile and, inspired by working class cultural associations of the earlier 

part of the century, founded Ateneo Libertario Luisa Michel in Iquique for 

women weavers. Given that this was during the dictatorship of Gabriel 

Gonzalez Videla and the fascist persecution of anarchists and communists, 

much of her work was effectively clandestine. In 1953, the Ateneo Libertario 

Luisa Michel opened its door to children of working women, changing its 
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name to the Escuela Libertaria Luisa Michel. At its peak, it had more than 

seventy regular students, but it closed its doors in 1957. 

Flora was arrested and tortured following the Pinochet coup. Placed 

under house arrest, she subsequently died as a result of the injuries she 

had sustained. 

September 19, 1793 During the Haitian Revolution, six hundred British 

soldiers sent from Jamaica landed at Jérémie, Haiti. They were wel- 

comed by the white French property owners, who had signed a secret 

accommodation with Britain. In exchange for their support, Saint-Domingue 

would become a British colony, slavery would be reinstated, people of color 

would be stripped of citizenship, and the conditions of Britain’s economic 

policies would favor the colonists. Soldiers fought for five years before 

finally being defeated by the Haitian revolutionary forces. 

September 19, 2007 Workers in Nordhausen, Germany, who had been occu- 

pying their bicycle factory to oppose closure, relaunched production under 

workers control, making “strike bikes.” 

September 20, 1763 Filipina revolutionary anti-colonial leader 

Gabriela Silang was executed by Spanish authorities. The previous 

week, she had attempted to besiege Vigan, but she was forced back to Abra, 

where she was later captured. She and her troops were hanged in Vigan’s 

central plaza. 

September 20, 1898 Migrant anarchist worker Polenice Mattei was mur- 

dered by police in Sao Paulo. At the time, anarchists in Brazil were at the 

center of the working class movement, fighting for a reduction in the length 

of the workday, for health insurance, and against war. They published some 

one hundred magazines and newspapers, including four dailies. The govern- 

ment fought back by jailing and deporting hundreds and murdering dozens. 

September 21, 1945 Two hundred thousand coal miners in the US went 

on strike in support of supervisory employees’ demand for collective 

bargaining. This was part of a wave of strikes in the wake of World War II. 

September 21, 1976 Chilean socialist refugee Orlando Letelier and think 

tank worker Ronni Moffitt were murdered in Washington, DC, by acar bomb 

planted by General Augusto Pinochet's secret police. The killings by agents 
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Orlando Letelier (Courtesy of the Museum of Memory Ronni Moffitt (Courtesy of the 
and Human Rights/Wikimedia Commons CC by SA 3.0) Moffitt family/Wikimedia Commons 

CC by SA 3.0) 

of the US-backed dictator were part of Operation Condor, a Latin American 

anti-communist program supported by the US, which killed up to sixty 

thousand working class militants, socialists, and anarchists. 

September 22, 1912 The syndicalist union Casa del Obrero Mundial 

(House of the World Worker; COM) was formed in Mexico. 

However, during the upheaval of the Mexican Revolution, the union 

began supporting a capitalist faction involved in the conflict—the consti- 

tutionalist forces of Venustiano Carranza—and wound up fighting against 

the revolutionary peasant army of Emiliano Zapata. After it had outlived its 

usefulness, the Carranza government turned on the union and shut it down. 

September 22, 1918 A mass mutiny and uprising of Bulgarian troops during 

World War I began. Soldiers deserting at Dobro Pole formed their own army, 

electing officers, and turned their weapons on their leaders. Their rebellion 

was only suppressed in December, with ten thousand soldiers subsequently 

imprisoned. 

September 23, 1945 The Saigon commune came into being when 

workers rose up, independently of the Viét Minh, in response to 

French and Japanese troops, supported by Gurkhas under British command, 

entering the city. Centered in poor suburbs, the rebels cut down trees and 

flipped over cars and trucks to build makeshift barricades. The insurgents 

shot colonial police and officials, and in some areas popular resentment at 

years of racism and abuse exploded in mass killings of French civilians. 
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Meanwhile, the official independence movement, the Viét Minh, avoided 

direct conflict, instead supporting a food blockade of the foreign troops. 

Although, as one participant in the uprising commented, this was “a futile 

hope, as the British ships controlled the access to the harbour.” On October 

5, additional French forces arrived under the command of General Leclerc, 

and by the following week the uprising had essentially been defeated. 

September 23, 1969 After management imported tires from Greece, strik- 

ing Pirelli workers in Milan, Italy, set truckloads of the tires on fire, causing 

management to lock the workers out. Though the lockout was soon revoked, 

Pirelli bosses tried to fire one militant, resulting in a spontaneous strike 

and demonstration in which the worker was carried back into the factory. 

September 24, 1934 The month-old Salinas lettuce strike ended when 

workers won concessions. The strike of agricultural workers in the 

Filipino Labor Union (FLU) faced massive repression from racist mobs and 

armed vigilantes; however, they held out and won a pay increase and union 

recognition. 

September 24, 2003 A group of twenty-seven pilots in the Israeli Air Force 

sent a letter to the head commander refusing to participate in assassination 

missions in the West Bank and Gaza. They stated these attacks were “illegal 

and immoral’ and were “harming innocent civilians.” 

September 25, 1968 The Seattle city council brought in a gun control 

law at the behest of Republican mayor James Braman, to prevent 

Black Panther self-defense patrols. In particular, council members were 

alarmed when armed Panthers appeared at Rainier Beach High School to 

defend Black students who had been attacked and threatened by whites. 

The city passed an emergency measure to prohibit the display of a “danger- 

ous weapon’ to “intimidate others.” 

September 25, 2005 Sex workers in Gyeonggi Province, South Korea, organ- 

ized in the Democratic Coalition of Sex Workers and signed the first col- 

lective bargaining agreement with brothel owners in the country’s history. 

September 26, 1919 During the Russian Revolution, the anarchist 

Revolutionary Insurrectionary Army of Ukraine, nicknamed “the 

Makhnovists’ after its commander Nestor Makhno, ended months of retreat 
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and turned on their pursuers: General Anton Denikin’s counterrevolutionary 

“White” army. The Mahhnovists took Denikin’s forces by surprise, routing 

them and ending Denikin’s march on Moscow. 

September 26, 1955 During a visit by dictator General Francisco Franco to 

Barcelona, underground resistance activist Francesc Sabaté Llopart hailed a 

cab and had it drive around the Catalan capital. During the journey he fired 

anti-regime leaflets through the sunroof from a mortar he had assembled 

and had inside a suitcase on the back seat. He reassured the worried driver, 

saying, “Don't worry, I work for the government, and I am distributing infor- 

mational materials.” He later left the driver with a generous tip. 

97 September 27, 1915 A strike of five thousand garment workers in 

Chicago was called by the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of 

America (ACWA), demanding better pay, shorter hours, and the abolition 

of blacklisting. In retaliation, employers called in large numbers of police 

and fired hundreds of strikers. Workers responded by calling a further 

twenty-five thousand people out on strike, in a dispute that lasted for 

months. 

September 27, 1917 Study groups of African and white radicals in South 

Africa formed the Industrial Workers of Africa (IWA), a revolutionary, mul- 

tiracial union with an all-African committee and a simple slogan: Sifuna 

Zonke! (We Want Everything). 

September 28, 1975 Three Black liberation activists held up the 

Knightsbridge branch of the Spaghetti House chain in London at the 

end of a Saturday evening, hoping to steal the weekly takings. The robbery 

went wrong and police arrived, so the men, calling themselves the Black 

Liberation Army, took staff members hostage and demanded safe passage 

out of the country. After a five-day siege by hundreds of police, they 

surrendered. 

September 28, 1991 Leading labor organizer Shankar Guha Niyogi was assas- 

sinated in his sleep at midnight in Bhilai, India. Niyogi, who had successfully 

led efforts to organize cement factory workers and contract coal miners, as 

well as to establish health care and cultural programs for poor workers and 

peasants, had angered many local industrialists, whose profits had suffered 

as a result. 
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He was murdered by a hired gunman, Paltan Mallah. In 1997, several 

capitalists were convicted, along with Mallah, of conspiracy to murder. In 

2005, in a judgment that caused widespread dismay in India, the industrial- 

ists convictions were overturned by the Supreme Court. 

September 29, 1920 Chilean anarchist poet and Industrial Workers of 

the World union (IWW) member José Domingo Gomez Rojas died at 

just twenty-four years of age after being arrested, tortured, and allegedly 

losing his sanity. More than forty thousand people attended his funeral, at 

which his poem “Protestas de Piedad,” written while in confinement, was 

read. Thereafter, the poem became a symbol for anarchist and pacifist 

groups opposing the oligarchy that dominated the country. 

September 29, 2007 Tens of thousands of textile workers in Ghazl El-Mahalla, 

Egypt, won their week-long illegal wildcat strike after achieving most of 

their demands. Concessions by management included a 7 percent increase 

in basic salary, additional bonuses, pay for the strike days, no victimization 

of strikers, and the impeachment of the chairman of the board and his 

assistants. 

September 30, 1918 

Amid growing 

unrest over the rising cost 

of living, bank employees 

in Zurich walked out in 

their first ever strike. A 

local general strike then 

broke out in support of 

the bank workers’ demand 

for pay increases, leading 

to an outright success. Strikers and cavalry in Ziirich, 1918 (Courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons) 

September 30, 1919 The Elaine massacre, in Arkansas, one of the worst 

incidents of racial violence in US history, occurred. Around one hundred 

Black workers, mostly sharecroppers employed by white plantation owners, 

attended a meeting of the Progressive Farmers and Household Union of 

America (PFHUA) to try to organize for better pay. The union placed armed 

guards outside the church where the meeting was held to protect it from 

attack. 
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The exact cause of the incident is disputed, but a shootout broke out, 

leaving a white sheriff’s deputy injured and a white railroad security officer 

dead. In the aftermath, up to one thousand armed white racists descended 

on the town and began murdering Black people, while US troops locked up 

hundreds of African Americans in makeshift stockades, torturing many 

of them. They remained locked up until they could be questioned by their 

white employers, who could then have them released. 

Authorities completely denied the massacre took place, and instead 

charged 122 African Americans with various crimes, with twelve swiftly 

convicted and sentenced to death by electric chair. This sentence was later 

reduced on appeal, but seventy-seven Black people ended up serving prison 

sentences, some quite lengthy. 

The exact number of victims is unknown, but estimates of African 

Americans killed ranges from one hundred to several hundred. None of the 

white perpetrators of the massacre were charged with any crime, despite 

some admitting to participating in torture. 
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October 1, 1935 Antonio Soberanis Gémez, a barber and worker organ- 

izer, spoke at a public meeting in Corozal, Belize, and was subse- 

quently prosecuted by British colonial authorities for using “seditious lan- 

guage.” He had played a key role in organizing among the unemployed and 

in recent strikes of stevedores and rail workers. To avoid the appearance of 

a “Black versus white affair,” the governor selected a Black magistrate to try 

the case, expressing his wish that Soberanis be “put away for a good long 

sentence.” The trial aroused nationwide interest, and workers contributed 

to Soberanis’s defense fund, while authorities banned all public meetings. 

Eventually Soberanis was acquitted and fined a mere eighty-five dollars for 

using “insulting words.” 

October 1, 1946 Police in Daegu attacked Koreans demonstrating against 

post-World War II US and Japanese domination, killing three and injuring 

many more. The people responded with a mass counterattack, killing thirty- 

eight officers. This marked the beginning of the Autumn Uprising. 

October 2, 1937 Under the orders of US-backed Dominican dictator 

President Rafael Trujillo, the genocide of more than twenty thousand 

Haitians began, in what is now known as the Parsley massacre. 

October 2, 1968 Just prior to the start of the Olympic Games, the Tlatelolco 

massacre took place in Mexico City, with police murdering hundreds of 

students who were demonstrating peacefully. At the time, many workers 

and poor farmers were fighting for better working conditions, and the gov- 

ernment responded with violent repression during what is known as the 

“dirty war.” 

People were angry at the huge cost of staging the Olympics, as well as 

about police repression. On October 2, around ten thousand school pupils 

and university students gathered in protest at the Plaza de las Tres Culturas, 

in Mexico City, chanting, “We dont want Olympics, we want revolution!” A 

little after 6:00 p.m., five thousand troops surrounded the square and began 

firing into the crowd and into nearby buildings. Throughout the night, sol- 

diers and police officers went on a rampage, rounding people up, and beating 

and killing protesters, bystanders, and local residents. Authorities and the 

media claimed that troops were defending themselves from sniper fire, but 

much later it was revealed that the snipers who began the shooting were 

members of the Presidential Guard. 
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Troops on the streets of Mexico City, 1968 (Courtesy of Cel-Ii/Wikimedia Commons) 

The CIA, concerned about protests against the Olympic Games, had 

been in close contact with Mexican authorities, and the US military pro- 

vided equipment, weapons, and ammunition. Six days before the massacre, 

Mexican federal security told the CIA that “the situation will be under com- 

plete control very shortly.” 

October 3, 1935 Ethiopia, formerly Abyssinia, and the only African 

country to remain independent of colonial powers, was invaded by 

fascist Italy under Benito Mussolini. The Italians committed countless 

atrocities, including using poison gas, conducting aerial bombardment, and 

holding people in concentration camps. Black people around the world were 

outraged, and many Black men and women volunteered to fight against the 

fascist colonizers. 

October 3, 1952 The Mau Mau campaign against British colonialism in 

Kenya escalated when the rebels stabbed to death the first white European 

victim of the uprising in the town of Thika. The British media used the 

killings of whites to justify the repression of poor Kenyans, killing tens of 

thousands and throwing hundreds of thousands into concentration camps. 

However, the fact is that only thirty-two whites were killed in the course 

of the conflict. 
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Battle of Cable Street mural in East London (Photo by tpholland, CC by SA 2.0 https://www. 
flickr.com/photos/tpholland/4161095925) 

October 4, 1936 Oswald Mosley’s British Union of Fascists planned to 

march through a predominantly Jewish section of East London; 

instead the Battle of Cable Street occurred. The fascists were met by over 

one hundred thousand local residents and workers who—insistent that 

“They shall not pass!"—fought both the blackshirts and the police protecting 

them, forcing the march to be abandoned. 35-37 

October 4, 1939 Four Italian immigrant anarchists, Arthur Bortolotti (aka 

Attilio Bortolotti and Arthur Bartell), Ruggero Benvenuti, Ernest Gava 

(some sources state that the third was a Cuban named Marco Joachim), 

and Vittorio Valopi were arrested under Canada’s new War Measures Act for 

possession of anti-fascist “subversive literature” and, in Bortolotti’s case, a 

triggerless handgun. They were threatened with deportation to Mussolini's 

fascist Italy, which would have effectively been a death sentence. 
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Luckily for the group, famous anarchist Emma Goldman threw herself 

into helping them with their case, organizing a support committee to 

exert pressure for their release and to raise money for their legal defense. 

Goldman contacted a progressive lawyer known for defending workers and 

got all of them but Bortolotti freed in two to three weeks. Bortolotti took the 

burden upon himself and insisted he alone was responsible. 

Bortolotti was released on bail three-and-a-half months later and sen- 

tenced to deportation on February 13, 1940 (just days before Goldman had a 

stroke). His sentence was reversed before Goldman died in May. 

Contemporary illustration of the March on Versailles (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

October 5, 1789 Thousands of women in Paris, angry over the high 

price and scarcity of bread, ransacked the city armory for weapons 

and besieged the Palace of Versailles in one of the opening salvos of the 

French Revolution. 

October 5, 1945 A six-month strike by set decorators turned into a bloody riot 

at the gates of Warner Brothers Studios in Burbank, California, when scabs 

tried to cross the picket line. The incident is still identified as Hollywood 

Black Friday and the Battle of Burbank. By the end of the day, some three 

hundred police and deputy sheriffs had been called to the scene and over 

forty injuries were reported. Partly in response to this dispute, the govern- 

ment passed the Taft-Hartley Act in 1947 to break up workers’ organizations. 

October 6, 1976 The Thammasat University massacre (aka the October 

6 event) occurred in Thailand when state forces and far-right royalist 

mobs attacked student protesters, after four to five thousand students from 
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various universities had demonstrated for more than a week against the 

return of former military dictator Thanom Kittikachorn from Singapore. 

After years of workers, peasants, and students fighting for democracy, 

social justice, and even in some cases an end to capitalism itself, the Thai 

ruling class responded with the utmost brutality and installed a new dicta- 

torship over the mutilated bodies of those struggling for freedom. Dozens 

of demonstrators were killed, many of them hanged from trees and then 

beaten with sticks and chairs. 

October 6, 1985 Tottenham, London, went up in flames as residents of the 

Broadwater Farm estate rose up against police after the death of Cynthia 

Jarrett, an innocent Afro-Caribbean mother, during a police search of her 

home only days after police had shot Dorothy “Cherry” Groce in Brixton. 

Police tried to frame several men and boys for the killing of a police officer 

during the disturbances, and three were jailed for several years before being 

released on appeal. 

7 | October 7, 1944 An armed rebellion broke out in the Auschwitz con- 

centration camp. Resistance members in the camp found out the 

Sonderkommando (the Jewish prisoners tasked with working in the crema- 

toria and disposing of bodies) were due to be murdered on that day. The 

group fought back with knives and improvised weapons, including hand- 

made grenades made from smuggled gunpowder and sardine cans. They 

burned down Crematorium IV, killed three SS officers, even cremating one, 

and injured others. 

October 7, 1985 Nurses across the state of Victoria, Australia, started a work- 

to-rule campaign that eventually turned into an all-out strike when manag- 

ers tried to break the action. The workers were demanding pay increases 

and action on staff/patient ratios. Ending in a partial victory, the dispute 

would lay the groundwork for the even bigger, victorious 1986 nurses strike. 

October 8, 1967 Yamasaki Hiroaki was killed by police and around six 

hundred people injured during an anti-war demonstration near 

Haneda airport, in Japan. Students demonstrating against the Vietnam War 

had fought riot police on a bridge, forcing them back and commandeering 

a police van and water cannon truck. They had been driving the truck 

toward the airport when acry went up that a Kyoto University student had 

been killed. Fighting stopped until his body was removed, then police used 
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tear gas, batons, and a water cannon to disperse protesters, sweeping some 

off the bridge into the river. The battle and the police repression constituted 

a significant milestone in the student movement, resulting in an increase in 

militancy. 

October 8, 1970 A bomb exploded at the Chelsea home of the UK’s 

Conservative Party attorney general Peter Rawlinson for the second time 

in just a few weeks. Planted by the Angry Brigade urban guerrilla group, it 

was a protest against the increasingly repressive state tactics being used 

against the workers movement and the Irish civil rights movement. Like all 

of the Angry Brigade bombings, it was designed to avoid any injuries. The 

communiqué declared: 

We are no mercenaries. 

We attack property not people. 

[Employment Minister Robert] Carr, Rawlinson, [Metropolitan 

Police Commissioner John] Waldron, would all be dead if we had 

wished. 

Fascists and government agents are the only ones who attack the 

public. ... We have started to fight back and the war will be won by 

the organised working class, with bombs. 

(9) 2-3 

October 9, 1912 The mostly women workforce at the Phoenix Mill in 

Little Falls, New York, walked out on wildcat strike to force their 

employer to follow a new state law limiting working hours to fifty-four per 

week, down from sixty. Two thousand other workers from the Phoenix and 

Gilberts Mills joined them on strike, and the workers joined the Industrial 

Workers of the World union (IWW). The IWW sent in organizers, including 

Matilda Robbins (née Tatiana Gitel Rabinowitz) and Big Bill Haywood, 

among others. Fellow IWW member Helen Keller also supported the strike. 

The police chief declared: “We have a strike on our hands and a foreign 

element to deal with. We have in the past kept them in subjugation and 

mean to hold them where they belong.” He sent police to attack the workers 

and raid the strike headquarters, but the strikers held out, and, by January, 

they won shorter hours with no loss of pay. 

October 9, 1945 The UK Labour government defended its imprisonment 

of 226 Spanish Civil War and anti-Nazi resistance fighters, describing them 
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as “serving members of an enemy para- 

military organisation.” The men had been 

interned in France but escaped and joined 

the resistance. They were then captured 

by the Germans, and, upon “liberation,” 

they were rounded up and sent to a con- 

centration camp in Lancashire, England. 

One internee, Agustin Soler, killed 

himself and others like Eustagio Bustos 

were driven mad by the persecution. 

A hunger strike by detainees, along 

with public protests, led to the men being 

transferred to a single camp in Chorley, 

Lancashire, where they were at least 

allowed to identify themselves as repub- 

licans. There, they took strike action the 

following January and, in 1946, were either released or deported. 

interned Spanish refugees (Photo by 
Marie Louise Berneri) 

October 10, 1947 A strike was launched by Black African railway 

workers across the whole of French West Africa—Senegal, Benin, 

Ivory Coast, and Guinea. The stoppage lasted until March 19 the following 

year, when workers returned to work, having gained numerous concessions 

from their employer. 

During the dispute, working class women sustained their families 

financially and contributed to the solidarity of the community by writing 

pro-strike songs and taunting strikebreakers. 

October 10, 1971 At 11:00 a.m., the men of Bravo Company, 1/12, First Cavalry 

Division of the United States Army near the Cambodian border declared a 

private unofficial ceasefire with the North Vietnamese. The move followed 

a mutiny shortly before, with six men refusing to go on a dangerous mission. 

These men were facing a court-martial. A petition was circulated in support 

of the mutineers and was signed by two-thirds of the company. A journalist 

leaked the petition to the French press, and the army dropped the courts- 

martial and shipped Bravo Company out to safety, replacing them with 

Delta Company. 

A few days later, twenty men in Delta Company refused to head out, 

and the army pulled them and the artillery company they were supporting 

out, abandoning the position. (‘g 
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October 11, 1972 Approximately fifty people detained in the 

Washington, DC, jail seized control of a cellblock and held twelve 

prison officials hostage, demanding improved conditions and reductions in 

overcrowding. 

October 11, 1972 Chicane activists occupied the abandoned Beacon Hill 

Elementary School in Seattle and founded El Centro de la Raza (Center for 

People of All Races), a Chicane/Latine civil rights community organization 

that still exists today. 

October 12, 1925 Amid a mass rent and workers’ strike in Panama, 

police killed two organizers, and President Rodolfo Chiari requested 

US troops to help put down the rebellion. The following day, three US infan- 

try battalions and a machine-gun battery arrived and took control of 

Panama City, banning all gatherings of more than five people and arresting 

any strikers who attempted to meet. 

Tenants in Panama City had begun withholding rent to protest against 

rising rents and unsanitary conditions. After police violently suppressed 

the tenants, killing several, wounding dozens, and arresting and deporting 

others, the strike spread to Colén, and workers launched a general strike. 

October 12, 1972 Simmering racial tensions aboard the USS Kitty Hawk 

during the Vietnam War exploded into a race riot, following multiple racist 

incidents against Black sailors. Anumber of Black sailors armed themselves 

with makeshift weapons, including broom handles, wrenches, and lengths 

of pipe, and began vandalizing the ship and attacking white sailors. Fighting 

continued until the early hours of the morning, when the men were per- 

suaded to put down their weapons by biracial Black and Native American 

officer Ben Cloud. A mob of white sailors then armed themselves for a fight. 

When Cloud ordered them to disperse, they dismissed him as a “n r. Six 

weeks later, twenty-seven Black sailors were arrested and charged, while 

no white sailors were. However, news of the rebellion spread and inspired 

unrest elsewhere in the fleet. g)) 10-11 

October 13, 1157 BCE The earliest recorded strike was reported as 

having occurred on a date that most likely translates to October 13, 

1157 BCE in our current calendar. The dispute is recounted in a papyrus 

written by a scribe in the ancient Egyptian town that is now called Deir 

el-Medina. 
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Gangs of skilled construction workers in the employ of Pharaoh 

Ramses III stopped work when, eighteen days after their payday, they had 

still not received their wages, which would have been paid in food and 

other goods. The workers shouted that they were hungry and sat down by 

a temple. Officials gave them some pastries, and they returned home, but the 

following day they protested once more, demanding their pay at the central 

grain storehouse in Thebes. Eventually, they received their back pay, but the 

pattern of workers needing to go on strike to be paid what they were owed 

was repeated multiple times. 

October 13, 1970 Twenty-six-year-old Black communist Angela Davis was 

arrested by the FBI in New York City. She had fled California after a warrant 

for her arrest was issued in August in connection with an attempted jail- 

break. Notorious FBI director J. Edgar Hoover had listed Davis on the FBI's 

Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list, and with her arrest President Richard Nixon 

congratulated the FBI on its “capture of the dangerous terrorist.” Davis was 

eventually acquitted of all charges. 

October 14, 1973 A mass uprising involving student demonstrations 

and workers strikes took place in Thailand, overthrowing the military 

dictatorship and demanding more democratic freedoms. The overthrow of 

the dictatorship occurred on the crest of a rising wave of wildcat strikes, 

increasing the confidence of workers, peasants, and students, who continued 

in subsequent years to fight for more than just parliamentary democracy. 

October 14, 1977 Anti-gay crusader Anita Bryant was “pied” by Tom Higgins, 

a gay rights activist. Bryant, who was already well-known as a singer, led 

Save Our Children, a homophobic campaigning group that successfully 

overturned legal protections for LGBT+ people in Dade County, Florida. 

Declaring her opposition to homosexuality, Bryant said: “I will lead such 

a crusade to stop it as this country has not seen before.” After being pied, 

Bryant burst into tears and began praying. 

Bryant was also brand ambassador for Florida orange juice, which 

was subjected to a mass boycott campaign. Gay bars replaced screwdrivers 

(vodka and orange juice cocktails) with ‘Anita Bryants’"—made with vodka 

and apple juice, with the profits donated to the campaign. Bryant's lucrative 

Florida Citrus Commission contract subsequently lapsed, and her marriage 

failed, which caused her to be ostracized by some Christian fundamentalists 

who did not approve of divorce. 
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Later in life, Bryant’s homophobic views softened, and she said she 

was “more inclined to say live and let live.” In 1998, Dade County reintro- 

duced legal protections for LGBT+ people, and efforts by Christian groups 

to overturn them failed. 

October 15, 1964 Labour leader Harold Wilson becomes Prime Minister 

after his party's victory in the general election. One of his acts while 

in power was to send British troops to Oman to defend the medieval puppet 

rule of Sultan Said bin Taimur against a popular insurgency. Oman was one 

of the only countries in the world where slavery was legal, and the country 

had only one hospital and three schools. It had an infant mortality rate of 

over 30 percent, and radios, bicycles, football, sunglasses, and trousers were 

all illegal. Said’s reign had been propped up by the British for years, and the 

Labour government continued the pattern, massacring civilians, poisoning 

wells, torching villages, torturing rebels, and shooting livestock. 

October 15, 1966 Bobby Seale and Huey P. Newton met in Oakland, California, 

where they set up the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense. Despite heavy 

repression, the party would exist until 1982, running a variety of programs, 

from free breakfasts for schoolchildren and community health clinics to 

armed citizen patrols and monitoring the police. A seldom-mentioned fact 

Bobby Seale, center, addressing a rally, 1971 (Courtesy of Michiganensian/Wikimedia 

Commons) 
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about the group is that in the 1970s a majority of its members were women 

and girls. 

October 16, 1859 Abolitionist John Brown and a small band of Black 

and white followers raided a federal armory in Harpers Ferry, West 

Virginia, with the intention of using the weapons to arm enslaved people. 

The rebellion was crushed the following day by US marines under the 

command of General Robert E. Lee, with seven killed and ten wounded. 

Brown and some of the other survivors were captured and tried for treason. 

Unsurprisingly, with the judge and all twelve jurors being slaveowners, they 

were convicted and sentenced to death. 

One of those who managed to escape, an African American man named 

Osborne Perry Anderson, eventually sought refuge in Canada. He was the 

only participant to write an account of the events, A Voice from Harper's 

Ferry. He later served in the Union Army with other survivors of the raid. 

October 16, 1968 African American 

sprinters Tommie Smith and John 

Carlos raised their gloved fists in 

a Black power salute during the 

playing of the US national anthem 

when they were awarded gold and 

bronze medals at the Olympics. 

Smith would later clarify: “I 

wore a black glove to represent 

social power or Black power; I 

wore socks, not shoes, to repre- 

sent poverty; I wore a black scarf 

around my neck to symbolize the 

lynching, the hangings that Black 

folks went through while building 

this country.” 

Following the protest, they » 
re largel raciz he Left toright: Peter Norman, Tommie Smith, 

ee : areas ost a oo Pa and John Carlos (Photo by Angelo Cozzi, courtesy 
American sporting establishment. of Wikimedia Commons) 

While Time magazine now consid- 

ers its picture of the event as the most iconic photograph of all time, back 

then an article in the magazine read, in part: “Faster, Higher, Stronger’ is the 

motto of the Olympic Games. ‘Angrier, nastier, uglier’ better describes the 
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scene in Mexico City last week.” Back home, both Smith and Carlos were 

subject to abuse, and they and their families received death threats. 

The Australian athlete Peter Norman, the other man on the podium, 

also showed solidarity with the protest, wearing an “Olympic Project for 

Human Rights’ badge in protest of his government's “White Australia’ policy. 

He too would be reprimanded by his nation’s Olympic authorities and was 

not picked for the following Olympic Games—although it is disputed 

whether this was as a consequence of his stand in Mexico. When Norman 

died suddenly in 2006, Smith and Carlos helped carry his coffin and deliv- 

ered eulogies at his funeral. 

17 October 17, 1950 Miners in the International Union of Mine, Mill, and 

Smelter Workers union (IUMMSW) went on strike against the Empire 

Zinc Company in New Mexico. Their initial demands were for an end to 

discriminatory pay, which paid white workers more than Mexican workers, 

and to segregated housing. Later, they added indoor plumbing and hot water 

for Mexican American homes to their list of demands. The company fought 

back, sending police to harass picketers, posting eviction notices on company 

houses, cutting off credit to strikers at the company grocery store, and 

sending in scabs. In time, however, miners from other companies in the area 

joined the picket line. 

Eight months into the strike, the company got a court injunction for- 

bidding the strikers to return to the picket line, so the wives of the workers 

took up the picket line to get around the company’s legal tactic. The women 

faced sexism, police violence, and mass arrest but stayed strong. After fifteen 

months the company gave in to nearly every demand, agreeing to improve 

wages and benefits and provide hot water to homes in the town. 

The strike drew national attention and was dramatized in the 1954 

film Salt of the Earth, directed and produced by filmmakers blacklisted by 

Hollywood, with most roles played by workers rather than professional 

actors. 

October 17, 1961 Scores of Algerian demonstrators were massacred by police 

in Paris after an 8:30 p.m. to 5:30 a.m. curfew was ordered for “Algerian 

Muslim workers,” “French Muslims,” and “French Muslims of Algeria.” Some 

thirty to forty thousand were marching in the demonstration called by the 

Algerian Front de Libération Nationale (National Liberation Front; FLN), 

which was fighting for independence from France. Eleven thousand people 

of various nationalities and religions were arrested and more than two 
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hundred demonstrators were beaten to death, robbed by police, and thrown 

in the Seine River. 

The chief of police had been a prominent Nazi collaborator. At the 

time, the French media hardly covered the killings, and the government 

only acknowledged the events in 1998, claiming that only forty people had 

been killed. 

October 18, 1931 German workers in Braunschweig went on strike to 

show their opposition to the Nazis. In the latter half of 1931, there 

were twenty-five political strikes by a total of thirty thousand workers to 

protest fascism, with many more the following year. However, they remained 

mostly short stoppages in small and medium-size enterprises and were 

insufficient to damage the state. 

October 18, 1948 Three United Brewery Workers officials in New York City 

were booed off stage when they tried to address a meeting of wildcat strik- 

ing brewery workers at the Brooklyn Labor Lyceum. Union members had 

insisted they would not listen to union representatives unless they agreed 

to speak with the steering committee set up by the strikers themselves. 

Nearly three thousand workers at twelve of the city’s fourteen breweries 

had walked out five days previously to protest the union-sanctioned dis- 

missal of twenty-one drivers. Seventy taverns in Manhattan had by this 

point run out of beer. 

October 19, 1920 The battle of Ching-Shan-Li began in Manchuria, 

with the Korean Independence Army, under the command of anar- 

chist General Kim Chwa-chin, wiping out an entire division of the Japanese 

Imperial Army. 

October 19, 1920 Sylvia Pankhurst was arrested and charged under 

Regulation 42 of the Defense of the Realm Act with attempting to cause sedi- 

tion in the navy by editing and publishing two articles in the October 16 issue 

of the newspaper Workers Dreadnought: “Discontent on the Lower Deck,” 

which was based on a letter from a young navy rating named Springhill and 

published under the pseudonym S.o00 (Gunner), and an article on racism 

titled “The Yellow Peril and the Dockers,” written by Claude McKay, under 

the pseudonym Leon Lopez. The latter article urged dockers not to load 

ships supplying arms to anti-communist forces, just a few months after the 

successful May 10 boycott of the SS Jolly George. 
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October 20, 1877 This drawing 

at right depicting starving 

people awaiting famine relief in 

Bangalore, India, was published in 

Illustrated London News. During 

the famine of 1873-1874, there were 

few or even no deaths, as the British 

governor, Richard Temple, organ- 

ized a swift relief effort. Temple was 

strongly criticized by British offi- 

cials afterward for spending too 

much. So when the famine of 1876 

struck, he did not repeat his earlier 

“mistake.” While Indians were starv- = = . 
ing, hundreds of thousands of tons Illustration of people awaiting famine 

relief (Courtesy of the Illustrated London News/ 
of food were exported to England, wikimedia Commons) 

and only meager relief was pro- 

vided. Around 5.5 million people died in what many historians describe as 

an act of genocide. 

we 
3 

October 20, 1952 Governor Baring of Kenya signed an order declaring a state 

of emergency to crush the Mau Mau rebellion against British colonial rule. 

Early the next morning, British authorities carried out a mass arrest of over 

180 alleged Mau Mau leaders in Nairobi. Over the coming years the British 

would murder tens of thousands of civilians. They also dropped over six 

million bombs on the country and carried out a mass campaign of torture, 

rape of women, and castration of men to suppress the movement. 

October 21, 1935 The Saint Vincent labor rebellion began on the 

British-occupied Caribbean island, when workers protesting against 

the high prices in the capital, Kingstown, were fired on by police. People 

were also protesting against plans to maintain sugar tariffs that helped 

producers at the expense of consumers. They held an angry rally outside 

the courthouse, where they smashed windows and damaged the cars of 

officials. The governor and attorney general were attacked, and the crowd 

ransacked the office of a councilor and plantation owner, and some protest- 

ers broke into the prison, liberating ten prisoners. Armed police read the 

Riot Act and then began firing into the crowd, killing one person and injur- 

ing several others. Rioting then spread to Georgetown and Chateaubelair, 
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with protesters cutting telephone wires and destroying bridges. At midnight 

that night, a British warship arrived. Authorities declared a state of emer- 

gency the next day that lasted for three weeks. 

October 21, 1970 The first women’s liberation demonstration in Japan took 

place in Tokyo, kickstarting the feminist movement in the country. The 

women demanded the legalization of the contraceptive pill and opposed 

any prohibition of abortion. 

After the failure of the mass movement against the Japan-US security 

treaty, women student activists finally felt able to express their demands as 

women. Until then they had held their peace so as not to be seen as “under- 

mining’ the struggle against the treaty. 

Sexual liberation and free love also exploded at that time and, without 

contraceptives, millions of women were having to have abortions. The pill 

was only legalized in 1999. 

October 22, 1905 Thirty thousand workers in Chile rose up against 

poor working conditions and the rising cost of living. Butchers, shoe- 

makers, cigar makers, tapestry makers, telegraph workers, and others took 

part in the revolt, which saw rail workers blow up railway tracks. The police 

were overwhelmed, so the rich formed a “white guard” to begin massacring 

workers. After 250 were killed, the rebellion subsided, but the working class 

movement nonetheless continued to grow in strength. 

October 22, 1972 Feminists in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, founded 

the Service, Office and Retail Workers’ Union of Canada (GSORWUC). They 

sought to represent workers in marginalized, low-paying, largely women- 

dominated sectors that weren't high priorities for the big business unions. 

No union officials were paid more than the highest wage in a SORWUC 

contract, and rank-and-file members directly decided what they wanted 

in their collective agreements. The union was also committed to the rights 

of Indigenous women, sex workers, and single mothers, campaigned for 

daycare, and defended abortion rights. Due to their radicalism, they were 

targeted by both the bosses and the labor movement bureaucrats. They 

disbanded in 1986. 

October 23, 1901 A general strike broke out in Rosario, Argentina, in 

response to the police killing of anarchist migrant worker Cosme 

Budislavich during a sugar refinery strike. 
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x 
a 

A destroyed Soviet tank in Budapest (Courtesy of FORTEPAN/Nagy Gyula/Wikimedia Commons 
CC by SA 3.0) 

October 23, 1956 A nationwide revolt in Hungary saw thousands organize 

themselves into workers’ councils and militias, demanding not a transition 

to capitalism but rather a socialism controlled by the working class itself. 

Peter Fryer, a member of the British Communist Party and a journalist 

for the Party newspaper the Daily Worker wrote in his first dispatch: 

After eleven years the incessant mistakes of the Communist leaders, 

the brutality of the State Security Police, the widespread bureaucracy 

and mismanagement, the bungling, the arbitrary methods and the lies 

have led to total collapse. This was no counter-revolution, organised 

by fascists and reactionaries. It was the upsurge of a whole people, in 

which rank-and-file Communists took part, against a police dictator- 

ship dressed up as a Socialist society—a police dictatorship backed up 

by Soviet armed might. 

And I have no hesitation in placing the blame for these terrible 

events squarely on the shoulders of those who led the Hungarian 

Communist Party for eleven years. ... They turned what could have 

been the outstanding example of people's democracy in Europe into a 

grisly caricature of Socialism. They reared and trained a secret police 

which tortured all—Communists as well as non-Communists—who 

dared to open their mouths against injustices. It was a secret police 

209 



@ OCTOBER WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

which in these last few dreadful days turned its guns on the people 

whose defenders it was supposed to be. 

Fryer’s article went unpublished, and the rebellion was soon crushed by 

Russian tanks, leaving around 20,000 Hungarians and 3,500 Russians dead. 

October 24, 1975 Ninety percent of women in Iceland went on general 

strike for equality with men. Working women stayed home, and 

houseworkers refused to cook, clean, and look after children. Today Iceland 

has the lowest gender inequality in the world, although women still earn 

only 80 percent of men’s wages, so discrimination and the struggle against 

it continues. 

October 24, 2007 Time magazine reported that some thirty-five thousand 

sex workers were on strike in Bolivia to protest police harassment. The 

women, organized in the National Organization for the Emancipation of 

Women in a State of Prostitution—a union for sex workers—also refused 

mandatory STD testing until police stopped the harassment. 

October 25, 1983 The Hayes Cottage Hospital in England was occupied 

by its workers to protest a proposed closure the following week. The 

workers ran the hospital themselves until the government caved in. The 

hospital remained open until the 1990s, when it was turned into a private 

nursing home. 

October 25, 1983 The US invaded the Caribbean island of Grenada, ostensi- 

bly to protect US citizens but really to assert its dominance over the region. 

October 26, 1977 Eight thousand workers at the Swadeshi Cotton 

Mills in Kanpur, India, surrounded their factory, locking the bosses 

inside, because they had not been paid in several weeks. The unions offered 

no help, so workers beat up the union leaders. They then placed gas cylin- 

ders and acid bottles on the roof of the factory and threatened to start 

blowing things up. After a fifty-four-hour siege, the workers’ back wages 

were paid. 

October 26, 1983 The Northwood and Pinner Cottage Hospital in England 

was occupied by its workers to protest against its proposed closure. 

Beginning the following day, October 27, they collectively ran the hospital 
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themselves, eventually winning their struggle. The hospital remained open 

for a further twenty-five years. 

my] October 27, 1962 At the height of the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, second-in-com- 

mand Vasily Arkhipov of the Soviet subma- 

rine B-59 refused to agree with his captain's 

order to launch nuclear torpedoes against US 

warships and set off what might well have 

been a terminal superpower nuclear war. 

The US had been dropping depth charges 

near the submarine in an attempt to force it 

to surface, unaware it was carrying nuclear 

arms. The Soviet officers, who had lost radio 

contact with Moscow, concluded that World 

War III had begun, and two of the officers 

Vasily Arkhipov, 1960 (Courtesy 
of Wikimedia Commons) 

agreed to “blast the warships out of the water.” Arkhipov disagreed and, 

as unanimous consent of the three officers was required for launch, it is 

thanks to his dissent that we are able to write about it today. 

October 27, 1970 The Republican administration of President Richard Nixon 

passed the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act, as part 

of their “war on drugs.” A Nixon adviser, John Ehrlichman, later admitted in 

an interview with Dan Baum published in Harper's Magazine: 

The Nixon campaign in 1968, and the Nixon White House after that, 

had two enemies: the anti-war left and Black people. You understand 

what I’m saying? We knew we couldnt make it illegal to be either 

against the war or Black, but by getting the public to associate the 

hippies with marijuana and Blacks with heroin, and then criminal- 

izing both heavily, we could disrupt those communities. We could 

arrest their leaders, raid their homes, break up their meetings, and 

vilify them night after night on the evening news. Did we know we 

were lying about the drugs? Of course we did. 

October 28, 1916 Conscription to the Australian Army during World 

War I was narrowly defeated in a referendum by 51 percent to 49 

percent. Labor prime minister Billy Hughes, a former union leader, had 

vigorously attempted to introduce conscription. He blamed the Industrial 
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Workers of the World union 

(IWW) for the defeat. 

The IWW had been 

extremely active in oppos- 

ing conscription and the 

war. Hughes responded by 

banning the organization ee 

and arresting and jailing CiiyaG as og 
many of its members inhaled eae 
and activists. But when a. 'WWmass meeting in Sydney, 1916 (Courtesy of the 

; University of Washington Industrial Workers of the World 
second referendum was Photograph Collection) 

held the following year, it 

was defeated by an even bigger margin. 

October 28, 2016 A young fish seller in the Rif region of Morocco, Mouhcine 

Fikri, was crushed by a dumpster while police were confiscating his fish. His 

horrific death was filmed by witnesses and posted online, sparking outrage 

across the region. Thousands of people attended his funeral two days later, 

and protest marches took place in Casablanca, Marrakesh, and Rabat. Over 

the next few months, an extensive and sophisticated social movement grew, 

demanding an end to the permanent state of emergency in the Rif and 

numerous reforms, including improvements to education, particularly for 

women, better health care, lower prices, land reform, and more. 

October 29, 1918 During the 

night, sailors in the German 

Navy refused an order to attack the 

British in the North Sea. The order 

was given five times, but each time the 

sailors resisted, despite one thousand 

mutineers being arrested. Over the eg ts 7... 

coming nights the rebellion spread, Fore aber Rie ed rence BCS 

paralyzing the imperial fleet and  Bundesarchiv, Bild 146-1976-067-10A/CC-BY-SA 

leading to arevolution andtheendof 22 

World War I—something that is usually ignored in official narratives of the 

conflict. 

October 29, 1940 In France, Iranian Muslim diplomat Abdol Hossein Sardari 

wrote to Vichy government officials to try to persuade them that Jews from 
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Central Asia (Jugutis) were not technically Jewish under Nazi race laws. 

In 1943, as a result of his arguments, the Nazis agreed and exempted them. 

Without the consent of his bosses, Sardari began issuing Iranian passports 

to Jews, helping some two thousand escape the Vichy regime. 

October 30, 1919 Residents of the Pennsylvania Working Home for 

Blind Men demanded higher wages for their work, threatening to 

strike the following week. The visually impaired men made brooms, whisks, 

carpets, and other goods, and their home had increased their rent with no 

increase in their wages. They formed a union and affiliated with the 

American Federation of Labor (AFL). The boss told the New York Times that 

the men, “like the rest of the world, have got strike fever.” 

October 30, 1944 The left-wing Greek People's Liberation Army (GPLA) 

liberated Thessaloniki from Nazi occupation. At dawn, some GPLA units 

stopped the Nazis from blowing up power plants and food factories, while 
ee aS 

Partisans in Greece (Courtesy Owtoypagikh éxOeon umnpeoiac AimAwpatikou Kat lotopikou Apxéiou. 

Diplomatic and Historical Archive Department/Wikimedia Commons CC by SA 2.0) 
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others attacked retreating German units. By 2:00 p.m., liberation was com- 

plete, and the partisans began parading through the streets. The population 

then gathered and elected representatives for self-government. The city 

remained under the control of the local community until February of the 

following year, when it was taken over by the right-wing Greek state. Over 

the course of the occupation, Thessaloniki lost 10 percent of its total popu- 

lation, 96 percent of its Jewish population, and 90 percent of its industry. 

October 31, 1978 Thirty thousand oil workers went on strike in Iran, 

marking one of the early actions of the Iranian Revolution. The oil 

workers, as well as the workers’ and women’s movements in general, would 

play a major role in the revolution, until they were crushed by followers of 

the religious fundamentalist Ayatollah Khomeini. 

October 31, 1986 Five thousand nurses in Victoria, Australia, stopped work, 

held a mass meeting, and voted for an indefinite strike against pay cuts to 

begin the next day. The strike continued to grow, and the government finally 

caved in on December 19. 
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November 1, 1954 The Algerian War began, with Algerians revolting 

against French colonial rule. The French military responded to the 

rebellion with extreme brutality, using widespread torture and killing hun- 

dreds of thousands of people, mostly civilians. Later, French paramilitaries 

joined the conflict, carrying out terrorist attacks and murdering Algerian 

civilians. Back at home, French police murdered scores of people who dem- 

onstrated against French colonialism, mostly French Muslims and French 

Algerians, as well as several French communists. But the anti-colonial strug- 

gle continued, achieving independence in 1962. 

November 1, 1972 Indian workers at the Mansfield Hosiery Mills in 

Loughborough, England, were on strike for higher wages and the right to 

promotion to jobs reserved for white workers. When the men and women 

first walked out in October, the National Union of Hosiery and Knitwear 

Workers (NUHKW) refused to back the strike. It was eventually forced to 

do so when strikers occupied its offices. But the union still refused to call 

out its white members, who, in any case, benefited from the discrimination 

against Indians. Asian textile workers in the area did, however, walk out 

in sympathy. The dispute ended in December, with the workers winning 

concessions. Subsequently, a commission of inquiry wrote a report detail- 

ing union complicity in racist practices, and warned that if unions did not 

desist in their racism, then Black and Asian workers would form their own 

union. @) 1 

November 2, 1912 Dozens of striking timber workers, who had been 

on trial on charges arising from the Grabow massacre, including riot 

and murder, were acquitted of all charges. The massacre occurred after 

timber bosses opened fire on strikers organized in the Brotherhood of 

Timber Workers (BTW) outside the Grabow mill in Louisiana, causing a 

shootout that left four dead and fifty injured. Four days after the acquittal, 

the mill was burned to the ground. The official report determined that the 

fire was an accident. 

November 2, 1970 Actor and Vietnam GI resistance supporter Jane Fonda 

was arrested at the Cleveland airport as she returned from a Vietnam 

Veterans Against the War (VVAW) event held in Canada and charged with 

drug smuggling. The following day Fonda was also charged with kicking a 

police officer, when a famous mugshot was taken of her, with her fist raised 

in defiance. Both charges were bogus—the “drugs” were vitamins—and both 
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were later dismissed. Fonda is clear that the intention was to discredit her, 

because of her valuable support for the GI anti-war movement. 

In addition to being a patron of VVAW, Fonda was a leading organizer of 

and participant in the Fuck The Army (FTA) tour, an anti-war alternative to 

the United Service Organizations (USO) shows which are put on to entertain 

the troops. @ 10-11 

November 3, 1970 A regional office of the United Farm Workers union 

(UFW) in California was bombed. The UFW—largely made up of 

Latine and Filipine workers—had been on strike for weeks in a jurisdic- 

tional dispute with the Teamsters union. 

November 3, 1979 The Greensboro massacre took place in North Carolina. 

Five anti-racists, four of them members of the Communist Workers’ Party 

(CWP), at an anti-Ku Klux Klan (KKK) demonstration were killed by 

members of the KKK and the American Nazi Party (ANP). Police had coop- 

erated with the Nazis, giving them a map of the anti-racists’ demonstration 

route. The killers were later acquitted by all-white juries. 

November 4, 1910 In France, in a prelude to the Champagne Riots of 

the following year, several grape growing communes decided to stop 

paying taxes. Growers were angry at champagne producers driving down 

prices and importing cheaper grapes from elsewhere in Europe to make 

their “champagne.” They wanted the government to legislate that cham- 

pagne had to be made primarily from grapes from the Champagne region. 

A few months later, on January 17, simmering discontent erupted into 

violence when growers in the village of Damery intercepted a wagonload of 

imported grapes and threw it into the Marne River. Growers then raided the 

warehouses of a producer they considered “fraudulent” and raised a red flag 

at the town hall. Protests, including singing the “Internationale,” escalated 

into a full-blown insurrection. The government responded by initiating a 

nine-month occupation of the area by forty thousand troops, but they also 

implemented the law the protesters were demanding. 

November 4, 1913 The East London Federation of Suffragettes (ELFS) which 

was fighting for women’s rights and working class emancipation had its first 

paramilitary assembly and gun drill in Victoria Park, London. The follow- 

ing day, the group formally inaugurated their People’s Army, a community 

militia to resist police repression. Sylvia Pankhurst, a left communist and 
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Illustration of the People's Army drill (By Hester Reeve, hesterreeve.com) 

daughter of famous suffragette Emmeline, was a key organizer of both ELFS 

and the People's Army. 

November 5, 1843 An enslaved woman named Carlota led an uprising 

in Matanzas, Cuba. Brandishing machetes, Carlota and her cocon- 

spirators summoned other enslaved people with a kettle drum, then killed 

the cane plantation slave owners before heading to neighboring plantations 

and farms to free other slaves. The rebellion lasted until the following year, 

when authorities succeeded in violently repressing it. Carlota herself was 

tied to four horses and torn apart. The abolition of slavery in Cuba was 

finally achieved in 1886. 

November 5, 1916 At least five members of the Industrial Workers of the 

World union (IWW) were massacred by police and bosses’ thugs after about 

three hundred IWW members travelled from Seattle on two steamships to 

support striking workers and the right to free speech in Everett, Washington. 

Only one of the steamships, the Verona, which carried over two hundred 

IWW members, got to the dock in Everett, where more than two hundred 

police and anti-union vigilantes were waiting. When asked by the Sheriff 

Don McRae who their leader was, the IWW members on the boat replied, 

“We're all leaders.” Moments later the boat, which was also carrying non-IWW 

passengers and crew, came under intense gunfire (two vigilantes were even 
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accidentally shot from 

behind by their fellow 

vigilantes). In the chaos, 

the steamship reversed 

direction and headed 

back to Seattle, advis- 

ing the Calista to do the 

same. Upon arriving back 

in Seattle, seventy-four & : 3 ie 
Wobblies were arrested Funeral aran (Courtesy of the 

; University of Washington Social Issue Files Dc/i neg #11504/ 
and put on trial. They  wikimedia Commons) 

were all acquitted some 

six months later, a significant victory for the union. 

of |WW member Felix B 

November 6, 1913 Against the background of a mass direct-action 

campaign against racist pass laws, striking Indian mine workers in 

South Africa demonstrated against a new tax on former indentured labor- 

ers. Around two thousand miners marched, as did some women and chil- 

dren. The mine workers were also joined by Mohandas Gandhi, who was 

arrested at the demonstration. Gandhi did not initially support the move- 

ment against the tax, as he feared it would alienate the white population; 

however, he was swept up by the working class discontent. The tax was soon 

scrapped. 

November 6, 1986 The Iran-Contra scandal—the US sale of arms to Iran 

to raise funds for right-wing paramilitaries in Nicaragua—first came to 

light. President Ronald Reagan said, “The speculation [that the US had sold 

arms to Iran] has no foundation,” which was, of course, a lie. The fact of the 

matter is that the US wanted to overthrow the left-wing Sandinista govern- 

ment and had been providing arms and support to the right-wing Contra 

death squads. Eventually, public opposition to the policy forced Congress 

to cut off funding, so the Reagan administration continued it illegally by 

selling weapons to Iran, technically a hostile power, through the Israeli 

government. They then used those funds to purchase weapons that the 

CIA delivered to the Contras. 

7 November 7, 1917 The October Revolution, one of the most momen- 

tous events in world history, began in Russia. Bolsheviks, anarchists, 

and Left-Socialist Revolutionaries overthrew the government formed by 
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Socialist Revolutionary Party leader Alexander Kerensky, which was com- 

mitted to continuing Russia's disastrous participation in World War I. They 

seized control of key locations in Petrograd, culminating in the storming of 

the Winter Palace. 

It is known as the “October” Revolution, because it took place during 

that month on the Old Style calendar Russia used at the time. 

November 7, 1968 Police in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, opened fire on a student 

rally against the Mohammad Ayub Khan dictatorship, killing three people. 

The repression backfired, triggering protests against the regime across the 

country. Working class people began to refuse to pay bus and railway fares, 

peasant revolts were launched, and industrial workers went out on strike. 

By March of the following year, the government had collapsed, agreeing to 

hold elections in 1970. 

November 8, 1965 Harold Wilson, the UK Labour prime minister, 

authorized the establishment of the British Indian Ocean Territory. 

This was the first act in the ethnic cleansing of the Chagos Archipelago. 

Over the next few years, the entire Chagossian population was forcibly 

removed from their homes, never to return. One foreign office official wrote 

to diplomat Dennis Greenhill: “We must surely be very tough about this. The 

object of the exercise was to get some rocks which will remain ours. There 

will be no Indigenous population except seagulls.” Greenhill replied: “Along 

with the birds go some few Tarzans or Men Fridays.” The residents were only 

allowed to take one suitcase each, before being forcibly transferred to the 

Seychelles, and all pets were destroyed. The aim of the ethnic cleansing was 

to allow the government to lease the largest island to the US for a military 

base at a dollar per year. 

November 8, 2004 Nickel smelter workers in New Caledonia went on strike 

to protest the firing of two coworkers for previous strike activity. The strike 

lasted twenty-two days and ended when both workers were rehired. The 

strike cost the company over $40 million. 

November 9, 1918 As revolution swept the country and the Kaiser 

El abdicated, German workers fought to end World War I. Berlin was 

gripped by an anti-war general strike, with rebel sailors, soldiers, and 

workers taking to the streets. The deputy chairman of the Sozial- 

demokratische Partei Deutschlands (Social Democratic Party; SPD) Philipp 
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Schneidermann learned that revolutionary socialist Karl Liebknecht, fresh 

out of prison, planned to declare a socialist republic. To avoid being outma- 

neuvered, he defied the party leader and took to a balcony at the Reichstag, 

where he declared a republic. That evening, dozens of workers from large 

Berlin factories, mistrusting the SPD leadership, occupied the Reichstag and 

announced elections to factory and army regiment councils the following 

day to form a revolutionary government. 

November 9, 1988 Brazilian security forces murdered three striking workers 

and injured dozens. Workers at the Companhia Sidertrgica Nacional 

(National Iron Metallurgy Company) of Brazil had been on strike for a pay 

increase and for the reinstatement of workers fired for their political beliefs. 

Those killed were Carlos Augusto Barroso, nineteen, William Fernandes 

Leite, twenty-two, and Valmir Freitas Monteiro, twenty-seven. Despite the 

repression, the workers continued their sit-in strike for over two more 

weeks. The massacre was orchestrated by the new “democratic” government 

after the fall of the military dictatorship. 

November 10, 1970 Puerto Rican radicals from the Young Lords took 

over Lincoln Hospital, in New York City’s South Bronx. More than six 

hundred people, including clerical workers, nurses, and doctors, joined them 

in occupying the nurses’ residence to publicize the flagrant disregard for 

human life in New York City hospitals. 

November 10, 1995 Ken Saro-Wiwa, Ogoni 

Indigenous author, activist, and environ- 

mentalist, and eight other people were 

hanged by the Nigerian state. Saro-Wiwa 

advocated for Ogoni rights and helped 

organize nonviolent resistance to the 

destruction of Indigenous lands by the 

Royal Dutch Shell oil company. Many wit- 

nesses who testified against Saro-Wiwa 

later recanted, admitting that they had 

been bribed either by the government or 

by Shell to lie. Saro-Wiwa was the first of 

illustration of Ken Saro-Wiwa (dignidadrebelde, 
CC by SA 2.0 https://www.flickr.com/photos/ 

dignidadrebelde/30541935515) 

221 



@ NOVEMBER WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

the nine activists to be murdered. It took five attempts to kill him. The other 

victims were Baribor Bera, Saturday Dobee, Nordu Eawo, Daniel Gbooko, 

Paul Levera, Felix Nuate, Barinem Kiobel, and John Kpuine. Saro-Wiwas 

final words were: “Lord take my soul, but the struggle continues.” 

November 11, 1918 Two hundred fifty thousand men and women 

began a general strike across Switzerland. Compared to revolutionary 

actions elsewhere at the time, the demands were relatively moderate, includ- 

ing: immediate new elections on the basis of proportional representation; 

the introduction of women’s suffrage; a general duty to work; the forty- 

eight-hour workweek; democratic reform of the army; an adequate food 

supply; state pensions for the elderly and disabled people; state monopolies 

in export and import; and coverage of the national debt by the rich. The 

following day ninety-five thousand troops were brought in to crush the 

strike, and, on November 13, the government issued an ultimatum. The next 

day strike leaders decided to end the general strike to prevent further esca- 

lation of the situation. After the strike ended that day, three people in 

Grenchen were killed by troops. In the aftermath of the strike, military 

tribunals sentenced 127 people, mainly railway workers. Women did not get 

the right to vote until 1971. 

November 11, 1948 Wildcat striking brewery workers in New York City won 

a month-long walkout demanding the scrapping of excessively short drivers’ 

schedules that did not give them enough time to load and unload their vehi- 

cles. A mass meeting of the remaining three thousand strikers (five small 

breweries having already conceded to the demands) agreed to end their 

strike at midnight that night and return to work the following day. 

Bosses were also forced to drop their multimillion-dollar lawsuit against 

the United Brewery Workers union, which had, in any case, denounced the 

walkout and tried first to order and then manipulate the strikers back to 

work. Edward Hughlett, a union official who tried to address the meeting 

was booed so loudly he was forced to surrender the microphone twice, and 

the New York Times reported that the “hostility toward the international 

union official took on such menacing proportions that six uniformed patrol- 

men rushed out of a side room to protect him.” 

November 12, 1977 The first Reclaim the Night marches in the UK took 

place in Leeds, York, Bristol, Manchester, Newcastle, Brighton, and 

London. They were called by the Leeds Revolutionary Feminist Group, 
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which was inspired by news of coordinated women-only Take Back the 

Night marches against sexual harassment held in towns and cities across 

West Germany on April 30, 1977. 

This was particularly significant to women in the area, because serial 

murderer Peter Sutcliffe, dubbed by the press the “Yorkshire Ripper,” had 

sexually attacked and murdered thirteen women across Yorkshire, includ- 

ing in Leeds, from 1975 to 1980. Women in the area were angry that the police 

response to these murders seemed slow, and that the press barely reported 

on them, because it was mainly sex workers who were killed. When a young 

student was murdered, the press and the police seemed to take more notice. 

Official police advice was that women not go out at night, effectively 

putting them under a curfew. This was not a helpful suggestion, especially 

for women working late shifts or night shifts or for sex workers, who often 

had no choice but to go out at night. 

November 12, 1984 A group of anti-nuclear weapon activists damaged a 

nuclear missile silo in Missouri, taking a pneumatic drill to the silo. Four, 

including Helen Woodson, a mother of eleven, were arrested and jailed with 

extremely harsh sentences. Woodson ended up serving twenty-seven years. 

November 13, 1909 Suffragette Theresa 

Garnett attacked Home Secretary 

Winston Churchill with a horsewhip in 

Bristol, shouting, “Take that in the name of 

the insulted women of England!” Garnett 

was arrested for assault, but Churchill did 

not want to appear in court, so he did not 

press charges. Instead she was jailed for one 

month for “disturbing the peace.” In prison, 

Garnett joined other suffragettes on hunger 

strike and was force-fed. She set fireto her ) Pinan 

cell in protest and was moved to a solitary BA aeranietye Pera ie 

confinement punishment cell. Wikimedia Commons) 

November 13, 1974 Plutonium plant worker and Oil, Chemical and Atomic 

Workers Union (OCAW) activist Karen Silkwood was mysteriously killed ina 

car crash while on her way to meet a New York Times reporter with a bundle 

of evidence on health and safety violations at her workplace. The bundle 

of evidence was never found, and although she was killed in a head-on 
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collision, the rear of her car had been damaged and contained paint chips, 

leading her supporters to believe she was rammed off the road. She and 

her apartment were also heavily contaminated with plutonium, which the 

company claimed she did herself to smear the firm. Her family sued the 

company after her death and was awarded nearly $1.4 million. 

November 14, 1917 The “Night of Terror” began at the Occoquan 

Workhouse in Virginia. A group of women, mostly members of the 

National Women's Party (NWP), had been arrested while protesting outside 

the White House in support of voting rights for women earlier that day. 

Guards were ordered to torture them while they were in detention, and just 

after midnight, early on November 15, the thirty-three suffragist prisoners 

were brutally beaten and abused. 

November 14, 1973 Students at the Athens Polytechnic went on strike to 

protest the military dictatorship. They barricaded themselves inside the 

university, set up a radio station, and began broadcasting to the city, calling 

on others to join their struggle. 

On November 17, in the early hours of the morning, an army tank 

smashed through the university gates intent upon evicting the students 

but ended up triggering a wider uprising. 

The number of people killed in the repression is still debated in Greece, 

but it was at least twenty-four, with hundreds of others injured. 

To this day November 17 is observed as a holiday by the Greek educa- 

tional system and recognized as the central milestone in the restoration of 

democracy in 1974. 

November 15, 1922 Between three hundred and one thousand people 

were massacred by the state during a general strike in Guayaquil, 

Ecuador. Power company and trolley workers had walked out on strike to 

protest worsening economic conditions and were joined by every other 

worker in the city. Strikers and their families assembled for a peaceful rally 

on November 15. Completely unprovoked, the armed forces and police 

opened fire on the crowd, killing hundreds. 

November 15, 2011 In Trinidad, Bolivia, a group of disabled Bolivians began 

a march to capital La Paz meant to encourage the government to increase 

support for disabled people and to tackle societal stigma about disabil- 

ity. The march grew to two hundred, including children, with a thousand 
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supporters gathering in La Paz. When the march entered La Paz in February 

2012, riot police attacked the marchers. In the aftermath, an embarrassed 

President Evo Morales conceded to several of the marchers’ demands. 

November 16, 1984 Two thousand Black residents in Johannesburg, 

South Africa, were arrested for nonpayment of rent. They claimed, 

truthfully, that they were unable to pay rent, because they had burned 

down the rent office. Apparently, the police did not consider this a valid 

excuse. 

November 16, 1989 Six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and her daughter 

were murdered by the US-backed military in El Salvador. The regime consid- 

ered the priests to be “subversives.” After the soldiers killed them, they tried 

to make the murders look like the work of left-wing guerrillas. 

17 November 17, 1915 Thousands of housewives and workers in Glasgow 

marched on the sheriff's court in support of twenty thousand rent 

strikers, in a dispute that led to the introduction of rent control throughout 

Britain. One observer, Willie Gallacher, wrote: 

From early morning the women were marching to the centre of the 

city where the sheriff's court is situated.... But even as they marched, 

mighty reinforcements were coming from the workshops and the 

yards. From far away Dalmuir in the West, from Parkhead in the East, 

from Cathcart in the South and Hydepark in the North, the dungareed 

army of the proletariat invaded the centre of the city. 

November 17, 1983 The Zapatista Army of National Liberation (EZLN) was 

founded in Chiapas, Mexico, by six people, some from the urban North 

and others from rural Indigenous communities in the mountains of 

Chiapas, Mexico. Eleven years later, around three thousand predominantly 

Indigenous armed EZLN members launched an uprising taking control of a 

considerable amount of land in the region, freeing prisoners, and destroying 

police and army barracks. In a counterattack by the Mexican Army, the guer- 

rillas lost control of many towns and cities and retreated into the Lacandon 

jungle. 

Subsequently the Zapatistas established a number of self-governing 

autonomous communities, with a total population of over three hundred 

thousand people. Other than personal property, private ownership was 
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abolished, with collective ownership of land and collectively owned and run 

workplaces. Radical, democratic schools, where pupils are not graded, were 

established, as was a universal health care service, massively improving 

public health and reducing infant mortality. The communities also have a 

strong commitment to Indigenous, women’s, and LGBT+ rights. 

November 18, 1965 The term “sexism” was probably coined by Pauline 

M. Leet during a student-faculty forum at Franklin and Marshall 

College. Specifically, the word sexism appears in Leet’s forum contribution 

“Women and the Undergraduate,” and she defines it by comparing it to 

racism, stating: 

When you argue... that since fewer women write good poetry this 

justifies their total exclusion, you are taking a position analogous to 

that of the racist—I might call you in this case a “sexist.” ... Both the 

racist and the sexist are acting as if all that has happened had never 

happened, and both of them are making decisions and coming to con- 

clusions about someone's value by referring to factors which are in 

both cases irrelevant. 

November 18, 1967 Korean workers employed by the United States Army in 

Vietnam rioted to show their dissatisfaction with their food, overturning 

tables, attacking Americans, and forcing an American project manager to 

eat some of their food to show him how bad it was. An American civilian 

shot three Koreans, and military police stormed the area, but the Korean 

workers counterattacked with bulldozers and trucks, which they rammed 

into trailers and buildings, and hijacked boats. The strike and riots were only 

suppressed four days later. ( 

November 19, 1915 Joe Hill, a Swedish 

American Industrial Workers of the World 

union (IWW) member and songwriter, was exe- 

cuted by firing squad for the killing of a grocery 

store owner and his son. Not only did Hill have no 

motive for the double murder, there was no direct 

evidence linking him to the crime, which most his- 

torians believe he did not commit. His union mem- 

bership was, however, frequently raised during Oe Hill, 1915 (Courtesy of the 
Library of Congress/Wikimedia 

the trial. Commons) 
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During his lifetime, Hill wrote many songs, including “There Is Power in 

a Union,” “Casey Jones—the Union Scab,” and “The Preacher and the Slave” 

(the origin of the expression “pie in the sky’). 

In his final letter to [WW leader Big Bill Haywood, he wrote, “Goodbye 

Bill. I die like a true blue rebel. Don't waste any time in mourning. Organize.” 

@ 6 

November 19, 1984 One of the world's worst industrial disasters occurred 

when tanks in a PEMEX petroleum storage facility in San Juanico, Mexico, 

exploded, killing more than five hundred people and burning an additional 

five thousand. The plant's safety features were woefully inadequate, but 

fixing them would have cut into company profits. 

November 20, 1913 Margarita Ortega, a Mexican schoolteacher, sharp- 

shooter, and anarchist was arrested and imprisoned by the govern- 

ment of Victoriano Huerta. She and her daughter had thrown themselves 

into organizing and fighting in the Mexican Revolution. After her arrest by 

government forces, she was tortured but refused to name any of her com- 

rades, shouting “Cowards! Tear my skin to pieces, break my bones, drink all 

of my blood, and I will never denounce one of my friends.” She was shot 

three days later. 

November 20, 1969 A group of 

seventy-eight Native Americans 

occupied Alcatraz Island, demand- 

ing more rights, including a Native 

American university. The occupiers 

elected a council, set up a school, and 

distributed tasks among themselves, 

voting on all major decisions. They 

held out until June 1971, when author- 

ities evicted the protesters without = tart i So oy aL A fey 

agreeing to any of theirdemands. But Commons) 

the action was reported around the 

world and helped galvanize a new wave of Native American activism. 

November 21, 1920 Soldiers of the Irish Republican Army (IRA) assas- 

sinated fifteen suspected British intelligence officers. In retaliation, 

British colonial police raided Croke Park stadium, where a Gaelic football 
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match was being played before thousands of spectators, opening fire indis- 

criminately and killing fourteen people, including one of the players. 

November 21, 1922 Mexican anarchist communist of Zapotec mestizo 

descent Ricardo Flores Magon died after months of illness and neglect 

in Leavenworth Prison, in Kansas. He was one of the major thinkers of 

the Mexican Revolution and the Mexican revolutionary movement and a 

member of the anarchist Partido Liberal Mexicano (Mexican Liberal Party; 

PLM). He also organized with the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 

and edited the anarchist newspaper Regeneracion, which aroused workers 

against the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz. While in prison, he described the 

persecution of the US government: “I am caught by the formidable mecha- 

nism of a monstrous machine, and my flesh may get ripped open, and my 

bones crushed, and my moans fill the space and make the very infinite 

shudder, but the machine will not stop grinding, grinding, grinding.” 

November 22, 1919 The Bogalusa labor massacre took place in 

Louisiana. African American worker organizer Sol Dacus was threat- 

ened by agents of the Great Southern Lumber Company. White union 

members, including the American Federation of Labor (AFL) district repre- 

sentative, came to his defense, and four people were murdered by racist 

paramilitaries. 

November 22, 1968 A mass demonstration was held outside the occupied 

Yasuda auditorium, where students at the University of Tokyo had been on 

strike since October, in a long-running dispute over unpaid internships for 

medical students and a host of other issues. 

November 23, 1887 The Thibodaux massacre occurred. Black Louisiana 

Sugarcane workers, in cooperation with the racially integrated 

Knights of Labor union (K of L), had gone on strike at the beginning of the 

month over their meager pay, issued in scrip rather than money. The scrip 

was redeemable only at the company store, where excessive prices were 

charged. 

Plantation owners were angry when the first freeze of the season 

arrived and damaged crops. After two white strike breakers were shot and 

injured, the Louisiana militia, aided by bands of “prominent citizens,” shot 

and killed at least fifty unarmed Black sugar workers striking for a dollar 

per day wage and lynched two strike leaders. 
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November 23, 1969 Leading Black Panther Fred Hampton spoke at a meeting 

organized by the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 

(WILPF), at the University of Illinois. Among those in attendance was Luis 

Kutner, a lawyer and cofounder of Amnesty International. Unknown to 

Hampton, Kutner was an informant for the FBI and reported on the meeting 

to his handler, claiming that Hampton was “ranting and raving,” claiming 

that President Nixon was “a member of the ‘capitalistic establishment” and 

asserting that “Nixon must die.” Kutner said that he was telling the FBI this 

because of Hampton's “possible violation of federal law.” Just days later, the 

FBI had Hampton, aged just twenty-one, killed. 

November 24, 1995 French workers took part in a massive general 

strike against welfare and pension reforms. A movement arose in 

October to oppose measures by the right-wing government of Prime Minister 

Alain Juppé that aimed to reduce France's budget deficit to the 3 percent limit 

set by the Maastricht Treaty on European Union. The most controversial 

proposals were cuts to public sector pensions and an increase of the 

minimum retirement age to sixty. Some schemes allowed employees to retire 

at fifty or fifty-five. Huge strikes hit transport, utilities, mining, banking, 

insurance, and the post office, while clashes with police took place across the 

country. By December, the government was forced to scrap its pension plans. 

November 24, 2010 Much of Portugal ground to a halt in the country’s first 

general strike in more than twenty years, opposing austerity cutbacks. 

Transport, manufacturing, and public services were particularly hard hit. 

Austerity measures proposed by the governing Socialist Party included a 

freeze on public sector pay and widespread privatization. 

November 25, 1941 Three young Austrian boys, members of the 

Schlurf movement, were arrested by the Gestapo for destroying a 

Hitler Youth noticeboard. The Schlurfs were working class Austrian youths 

who rejected Nazism, militarism, racism, and the work ethic. They had long 

hair and listened to jazz and swing music. The boys wore sharp double- 

breasted suits and the girls, or “Schlurf kittens,” wore colored dresses with 

knee-length hemlines. The Nazis campaigned against the “Schlurf menace,’ 

and many Schlurfs fought Hitler Youth in the streets. 

After the Allied victory, the new “democratic” authorities continued to 

denounce young workers who rejected work discipline and authority as 

“Schlurfs.” @) 4 
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November 25, 1960 Three sisters—Patria Mercedes Mirabal Reyes, Minerva 

Mirabal Reyes, and Antonia Maria Teresa Mirabal Reyes—were assassinated 

for their opposition to the US-backed Dominican dictatorship of Rafael 

Trujillo. They had started a group called the Agrupacion Politica 14 de Junio 

(14th of June Movement), named after the date of a massacre Patria had 

witnessed. Two of the sisters, Minerva and Maria Teresa, were imprisoned, 

raped, and tortured on several occasions, and their husbands were also 

arrested and tortured. However, they persisted in their resistance, and 

Trujillo decided to put an end to them once and for all. 

On May 18, 1960, Minerva and Maria Teresa, along with their husbands, 

were convicted and sentenced to three years in prison for undermining the 

security of the Dominican state. In a strange gesture, on August 9, Minerva 

and Maria Teresa Mirabal were released by express provision of Trujillo. 

Their husbands, however, remained in prison. Purportedly a show of mercy, 

it was, however, part of a plan by which they would be assassinated by the 

Servicio de Inteligencia Militar secret police. 

On November 25, the sisters and Rufino de la Cruz, who was driving 

their jeep, were stopped by Trujillo’s henchmen. They were separated and 

clubbed to death. The bodies were then gathered and put in the jeep, which 

was run off the mountain road in an attempt to make their deaths look like 

an accident. In honor of the women, the UN later designated November 25 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. 

November 26, 1926 The national British 

coal strike ended in defeat, with miners’ 

delegates advising the remaining strikers to 

return to work. The strike had begun on May 1 

to protest wage cuts, increased work hours, 

and the elimination of their union from pay 

negotiations. Striking miners in Tyldesley, 
The Trades Union Congress (TUC) initially 1926 (Courtesy of Wikimedia 

called a general strike in support of the miners, eee 

but despite its success they panicked and called it off without gaining any 

concessions, leaving the miners to struggle on alone. By October, hunger and 

hardship were forcing a significant number of the strikers to return to work. 

November 26, 1938 A football team of Basque boys who were refugees 

from the Spanish Civil War played a friendly match in Pontypridd, Wales. 

Wales welcomed many working class children who were fleeing the conflict 
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between workers and peasants and General Francisco Franco's nationalist 

forces. Tickets to the game were sold to raise funds to support the children. 

97 November 27, 1835 James Pratt, a groom, and John Smith, a laborer, 

were executed by hanging in London for having sex. They were the 

last men to be formally executed in Britain for homosexuality. 

November 27, 1868 A detach- 

ment of US troops under the 

command of General George 

Custer attacked an encamp- 

ment of sleeping Cheyenne 

people, who were on a res- 

ervation, flying a white 

flag, and had a guarantee of #4=#& : ah 
safety from the commander Illustration of Custer's attack at Washita (Courtesy 

of Harper's Weekly/Wikimedia Commons) 
of the local fort. In the so- 

called “Battle of the Washita,” the village was destroyed and 103 Native 

Americans were massacred, including the peace-seeking chief Black Kettle. 

November 28, 1971 Members of the 62 Group of militant Jewish anti- 

fascists broke up a meeting of the far-right Northern League at the 

Royal Pavilion Hotel in Brighton, England. The meeting included former 

German SS officers, as well as members of the National Front. Several of the 

fascists were hospitalized, and the anti-fascists set off smoke bombs to 

enable their escape. @) 35-37 

November 28, 1985 An internal document circulated within the Shell Oil 

Company stated that 

there has been a global warming over the last 100 years, that the 0.5 

degrees increase is a result of CO [carbon dioxide] buildup, that we 

will see a further 1-2 degree warming over the next 40 years.... Such 

a rise would be greater than any change in the last 1000 years.... The 

global mean sea level has risen by some 15 cm over the last 100 years.... 

By 2050, the range of uncertainty of the rise in global mean sea level 

is 20-120 cm. 

It formed part of an extensive confidential 1988 internal company report 

on the greenhouse effect, which definitively showed that from at least 1981 
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Shell had been aware of climate change, that it was the result of human 

behavior, that burning fossil fuels was its primary cause, and that it would 

have catastrophic effects. Despite this, for decades the company covered up 

its findings, sponsored fake public studies to try to deny climate change, and 

fought any government attempts to limit CO2 emissions. 

November 29, 1830 “Captain Swing” farmworkers fighting for better 

pay and more jobs attacked a farmer and constable in Stour Provost, 

Dorset. Some of them were arrested and taken to Shaftesbury, but local 

Swing sympathizers released the prisoners. Before the night was over 

further rioting broke out in five other towns. 

“Captain Swing’ was the fictional rebel leader in whose name workers 

demand letters were sent. 

November 29, 1864 The Sand Creek massacre took place, with US troops 

attacking a peaceful gathering of Cheyenne and Arapaho people camping 

under a US flag. 

The United States had recognized that the Cheyenne and Arapaho 

possessed large swathes of land covering parts of present-day Colorado, 

Nebraska, Wyoming, and Kansas. But after the discovery of gold in the area, 

settlers invaded the land to mine it, and eventually the government forced 

the Indigenous people to sign a new treaty and give up over 90 percent of 

their land. Some chiefs considered the new treaty a betrayal and ignored 

it, but Black Kettle and his band of Cheyenne and Arapaho wanted peace 

above all and signed. 

They first moved to Fort Lyon, then relocated to Big Sandy Creek, both 

times at the direction of government. Despite doing everything they were 

told, even flying a US flag and a white surrender flag above their designated 

US camp, up to nine hundred troops attacked them while the warriors were 

out hunting. The soldiers butchered 170 or more unarmed people, mostly 

women and children, torturing them, then scalping and mutilating the 

victims and cutting out womens genitals and attaching them to their hats. 

Between nine and twenty-four of the attackers were killed. 

Robert Bent reported in the New-York Tribune that he “saw one squaw 

lying on the bank, whose leg had been broken. A soldier came up to her with 

a drawn sabre. She raised her arm to protect herself; he struck, breaking her 

arm. She rolled over, and raised her other arm; he struck, breaking that, and 

then left her without killing her. I saw one squaw cut open, with an unborn 

child lying by her side.” 
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Meanwhile, a local newspaper praised the “brilliant feat of arms” and 

stated the soldiers had “covered themselves with glory.” 

November 30, 1961 A covert CIA operation known as the Cuban 

Project or Operation Mongoose that aimed to overthrow the Cuban 

Communist Party government led by Fidel Castro was authorized by 

President John F. Kennedy. As a result, the CIA orchestrated multiple ter- 

rorist attacks in Cuba, including against railways, oil and food storage, a 

powerplant, a sawmill, and other targets. While Operation Mongoose was 

officially terminated in late 1962, sabotage of the Cuban economy by the US 

government continues to this day. 

November 30, 1966 Barbados declared independence from Britain. In 1625, 

following the Spanish eradication of the native population of Barbados, the 

British laid claim to the island. After sugarcane was introduced in 1640, tens 

of thousands of enslaved people of African descent were brought in to work 

on the plantations, and they soon became a large majority of the population. 

Rebellions of the enslaved people forced the eventual abolition of slavery; 

however, British rule remained. In the twentieth century, waves of working 

class unrest that colonial authorities struggled to crush swept the country. 
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@ DECEMBER WORKING CLASS HISTORY 

December 1, 1919 During a strike by dockworkers in Trinidad and 

Tobago, strikers attacked working warehouses, ran off the scabs, and 

marched on the city, forcing working enterprises to close. Public sector 

workers, coal carriers, and Indian rural laborers walked out on strike as well, 

leading to an effective general strike. Britain, the colonial power, responded 

by sending troops and rounding up dozens of strikers, eventually imprison- 

ing eighty-two and deporting four key organizers. The government also 

introduced strict new laws to stop strikes and protests. But the dockers 

were successful in winning a 25 percent pay increase, with workers in other 

enterprises also gaining concessions. 

December 1, 1955 Rosa [iim 

Parks, a Black civil rights 

activist, was arrested in 

Montgomery, Alabama, 

for refusing a bus driver's 

order to give up her seat 

in the “colored” section 

for a white passenger, 

because the white section 

was full. Contrary to the Ye 

popular myth that Parks 

was simply a woman who 
was tired at the end ofthe ResaParks arrested during the bus boycott (Courtesy 

of Wikimedia Commons) 
workday and refused to 

stand up, she was actually an activist dedicated to fighting segregation, 

had attended direct-action training, and had undertaken fundraising work 

to support other Black women who had been arrested for refusing to vacate 

their seats for white people. Parks later declared, “The only tired I was was 

tired of giving in.” Anti-racist organizations decided to take on her case and 

organize a widespread bus boycott across the city that became a key strug- 

gle in the civil rights movement. 

December 2, 1980 Four Catholic nuns from the US were kidnapped, 

raped, and murdered by government-backed and US-trained right- 

wing death squads during the civil war in El Salvador. This war raged on for 

some twenty years and involved brutal violence against workers’ and peas- 

ants’ organizations, as well as left-wing religious groups. 
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December 2, 1984 The world’s worst industrial disaster took place in Bhopal, 

India, when the Union Carbide chemical plant leaked poisonous gases that 

affected five million people, killing, blinding, and disabling tens of thou- 

sands. The crumbling plant had no health and safety measures. 

The chief executive responsible, Warren Anderson, went unpunished, 

and of the $470 million compensation paid to the Indian government, only 

a small fraction made its way to the victims and their families: an average 

of $500 each. 

Those exposed continue to die prematurely today, and children con- 

tinue to be born with disproportionately high incidences of birth defects, 

cancers, and chronic illnesses. 

December 3, 1944 British-trained and -equipped Greek police, along- 

side Nazi collaborators, fired on an anti-Nazi demonstration in Athens, 

killing twenty-eight people, while US and British troops watched. Previously, 

British forces had attempted to disperse the crowd and shot tracer ammuni- 

tion over the heads of demonstrators, to no avail. The rationale behind the 

move was to weaken the anti-Nazi partisans, who had been allied with 

Britain for the previous three years, as British prime minister Winston 

Churchill felt they had been overly influenced by communists. 

December 3, 1946 One hundred forty-two American Federation of Labor 

(AFL) union branches downed tools in support of a strike of four hundred 

women employees, resulting in over one hundred thousand walking out, in 

what would become known as the Oakland general strike. 

Stan Weir, a merchant mariner who was there, described the scene: 

By nightfall the strikers had instructed all stores except pharmacies 

and food markets to shut down. Bars were allowed to stay open, but 

they could serve only beer and had to put their juke boxes out on the 

sidewalk to play at full volume and no charge. “Pistol Packin’ Mama, 

Lay That Pistol Down,” the number one hit, echoed off all the buildings. 

That first 24-hour period of the 54-hour strike had a carnival spirit. A 

mass of couples danced in the streets. The participants were making 

history, knew it, and were having fun. 

Despite solid strike action, the AFL central labor council called off the 

action on the morning of December 5 without consulting the workers and 

without achieving any concessions for the striking women. 
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December 4, 1956 Thirty thousand women demonstrated in Budapest 

as part of the wider working class uprising for a socialist society with 

genuine workers control. The protest commemorated those who were killed 

exactly one month prior during the second attack on the city by the Red 

Army, which effectively put an end to the insurrection. One woman at the 

demonstration was shot and injured by Russian troops, while another was 

rescued from arrest by fellow demonstrators. Men who attempted to join 

the march were repelled by the women protesting. 

December 4, 1969 Chicago Black Panther leader Fred Hampton was mur- 

dered while asleep in his bed during a raid on his apartment by Chicago 

Police in conjunction with the FBI. Hampton had been drugged earlier 

in the evening by an FBI informant, who also told agents the location of 

Hamptonss bed, where he slept alongside his nine-month pregnant fiancée 

Deborah Johnson. Fellow Panther activist Mark Clark was also killed in the 

attack, and several others were injured. 

Just twenty-one, Hampton was an active, charismatic, and effective 

organizer, who had been making significant inroads in establishing links with 

working class whites and building a “Rainbow Coalition’ that included Puerto 

Rican, Native American, Chicane, Chinese American, and white radicals. 

Hampton and Clark are among the most well-known victims of the 

FBI director J. Edgar Hoover's COINTELPRO program, which, among other 

things, was meant to “prevent the rise of a Black Messiah” who could unite 

African American resistance. 

December 5, 1955 Four days after the arrest of Rosa Parks for refusing 

to vacate her seat in the “colored” section of a segregated bus fora 

white passenger, the Montgomery bus boycott began. It was a seminal 

moment in the civil rights movement, not just for racial equality but also as 

part of Black women’s struggles against sexual violence. Sexual harassment 

and assault of African American women, predominantly domestic workers, 

was rife on the city’s buses. In the lead-up to the boycott, dozens of women 

had lodged complaints about nasty, sexualized insults, inappropriate touch- 

ing, and physical abuse by drivers. 

December 5, 2008 Workers at the Republic Windows and Doors manufac- 

turer in Chicago began a sit-down strike against layoffs without compen- 

sation. The strike was one of the first to occur in the fallout of the 2008 
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financial crisis and won widespread support. The strike ended with com- 

pensation and all staff keeping their jobs. 

December 6, 1918 Black soldiers in the British West Indies Regiment 

stationed in Taranto, Italy, mutinied against appalling racist treat- 

ment and attacked their officers. Though violently suppressed, many of the 

mutineers later returned home to the Caribbean and joined worker and 

anti-colonial unrest. 

December 6, 1989 Fourteen women, most of whom were training in engi- 

neering fields, were murdered in a mass shooting at the Ecole Polytechnique 

in Montreal. The twenty-five-year-old shooter specifically targeted women, 

claiming he was “fighting feminism,” and killed himself after shooting 

twenty-eight people, only four of them men. Those killed were: Geneviéve 

Bergeron, Héléne Colgan, Nathalie Croteau, Barbara Daigneault, Anne-Marie 

Edward, Maud Haviernick, Maryse Laganiere, Maryse Leclair, Anne-Marie 

Lemay, Sonia Pelletier, Michéle Richard, Annie St-Arneault, Annie Turcotte, 

and Barbara Klucznik-Widajewicz. The day is commemorated annually 

across Canada as the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence 

against Women. 

7 December 7, 1959 Oil workers on the island of Fiji went on strike. The 

strike by the Wholesale and Retail Workers General Union (WRWGU) 

was notable for being the first strike to unite several ethnic groups of 

workers, mainly Fijian and Indian. The strike threatened both the British 

colonial government and the traditional Fijian chiefs, who collaborated in 

opposition to the strike. 

December 7, 2006 Three thousand women working at the Misr Spinning and 

Weaving complex in El-Mahalla El-Kubra, Egypt, left their workstations in 

protest against non-payment of a bonus. They marched through the plant 

chanting, “Where are the men? Here are the women!” shaming the men into 

joining the strike. While thousands of workers gathered in a nearby square, 

seventy workers remained in the factory, occupying it to prevent produc- 

tion being restarted. They resisted eviction by riot police and remained 

inside, until, on the fourth day, the government conceded defeat and agreed 

both to pay the bonus and to commit to not privatizing the plant. The strike 

triggered a wave of walkouts across the country. 
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December 8, 1949 A conference of dockworkers in France agreed to 

prevent all cargo destined for Indochina from being transported from 

multiple ports during the colonial war in the region. France had been at war 

with the anti-colonial movement in Vietnam since 1946, a conflict that had 

spread to the neighboring French protectorates of Cambodia and Laos. 

The Mediterranean coastal ports of Marseille, Séte, Nice, Port-de-Bouc, 

Port-Saint-Louis, Port-Vendres, and Toulon were all blocked. The move fol- 

lowed a refusal of dockers the previous month to load two ships headed for 

Indochina: the Montbeliard and the Cap Tourane. 

December 8, 2008 Two days after police killed fifteen-year-old Alexis 

Grigoropoulos, protests across Greece escalated into a full-blown revolt. 

The rebellion was so militant and extensive that it resulted in the jailing of 

the officers responsible for the killing. One commentator noted: 

The anarchists themselves were surprised by the level of violence 

coming from many parts of society. They felt anxious. These were the 

people who before were very active and very violent, and now they 

felt surprised and even a little anxious about society. They felt that 

society had surpassed them. 

December 9, 1959 The British government circulated a secret memo 

as part of Operation Legacy: a plan to destroy official records of the 

British Empire's crimes in its colonies. The memo ordered the burning of 

files, although subsequently the government also allowed “for documents 

to be packed in weighted crates and dumped in very deep and current-free 

water at maximum practicable distance from the coast.” Operation Legacy 

proved highly successful, and Britain's appalling colonial legacy is not at all 

well-known in the UK. 

December 9, 1987 The uprising of Palestinians against Israeli occupation 

that became known as the First Intifada began. Palestinians took part ina 

general strike, refused to pay Israeli taxes, boycotted Israeli institutions, and 

rioted, in disturbances that would last into the early 1990s. 

December 10, 1924 The first gay rights organization in the US, the 

Society for Human Rights, was founded in Chicago by postal worker 

and former soldier Henry Gerber. A few months later, police arrested several 

leading members, including Gerber, and the group ceased to exist. 
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December 10, 1984 A 

group called Lesbians 

and Gays Support the 

Miners (LGSM) put ona 

benefit show called Pits 

& Perverts at Camden's 

Electric Ballroom, 

featuring pop group 

Bronski Beat, to support 

miners, who had been 

on strike for several 

months against mass pit LGSM members in the Onllwyn Miners’ Welfare Hall 
(Courtesy of LGSM) 

closures. The gig raised 

over £5,000 (approximately US$6,700) for strikers in South Wales. 

LGSM had been set up following the London Pride demonstration the 

previous summer and began raising desperately needed money for mining 

communities, as the government was essentially attempting to starve strik- 

ing coal miners back to work. 

The organization played a crucial role in Britain in bringing together 

the workers and LGBT+ movements and in garnering support from the 

trade union movement for LGBT+ rights. @) 27-29 

December 11, 1981 A death squad backed by the administration of US 

president Ronald Reagan massacred about one thousand people in El 

Mozote, El Salvador. Prior to being killed, many of the victims—half of them 

children—were tortured, and girls as young as ten were raped by the 

US-trained soldiers. The death squad was fighting against a left-wing insur- 

gency, but the villagers of El Mozote had remained largely neutral. 

December 11, 1983 Three weeks after cruise missiles arrived at Greenham 

military base in the UK, fifty thousand women protested by encircling the 

base, holding mirrors, symbolically reflecting the military's image back on 

itself. Toward the end of the day, women began tearing down large sections 

of the fence around the facility, and police made hundreds of arrests. 

December 12, 1948 The Batang Kali massacre took place in Malaya, 

with British troops massacring twenty-four unarmed villagers, as 

part of the campaign against a communist insurgency in the British impe- 

rial colony. None of the murderers were charged with any offences. 
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December 12, 1969 After months of workers’ and students’ strikes, a bomb 

exploded at a bank in central Milan, killing sixteen people and wound- 

ing eighty-eight. It was initially blamed on the extraparliamentary left, 

leading to numerous arrests and the police murder of anarchist rail worker 

Giuseppe Pinelli. It was later discovered that the bombing had been carried 

out by the far right in concert with the state, as part of what would become 

known as the strategia della tensione (strategy of tension) counterinsur- 

gency campaign. Three fascists were eventually jailed in 2001. 

December 13, 1905 Radical farmhand Sandor Csizmadia and some 

friends set up the Union of Rural Workers in Hungary. It grew rapidly, 

and in less than two years it had seventy-five thousand members in 625 

groups. Having reached this level of strength, day laborers and farm domes- 

tics went on strike. The government tried to crush the strike by arresting 

four thousand people, imposing huge fines on strikers, and eventually 

banning the union. 

December 13, 1971 Six thousand Indigenous Ovambo workers in what is now 

Namibia went on strike and began a boycott of food from work kitchens in 

opposition to an exploitative apartheid forced contract work system. The 

government called in white students and non-Ovambo Black workers as 

scabs and sent police to attack the strikers, but the stoppage spread. 

By January 3, many workplaces and every major mine was on strike. 

At that point, the South African government agreed to reform the contract 

system, but the strike continued until January 21, when the system was 

officially abolished and major concessions, including freedom for workers 

to choose and leave jobs and free medical care, were granted. 

December 14, 1914 General 

Roberto Silva Renard, the officer 

responsible for Chile's bloodiest mas- 

sacre, the Santa Maria School massa- 

cre, the killing of more than two thou- 

sand striking miners and their wives 

and children, was stabbed seven times 

in the street by Antonio Ramon Ramon, 

a Spanish anarchist whose brother 

was killed in the massacre. He survived 

the attack but suffered permanent injuries. Ramon was detained, but 

Mugshot of Antonio Ramon Ramon 
(Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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workers held public campaigns for his defense, and he was only jailed for 

five years. 

December 14, 1951 Bagel bakers in New York City went on strike, shutting 

thirty-two of the city’s thirty-four bagel bakeries. This left shelves bare of 

bagels and almost entirely cut off the weekly supply of 1.2 million bagels 

to the city, causing what the New York Times described as a “bagel famine.” 

The bakers came to an agreement with the employers in January, but bagel 

drivers remained out until seven weeks after the start of the dispute, when 

they reached a deal to compensate them for wages lost during the strike. 

December 15, 1890 The Sioux chief 

Sitting Bull was killed by Indian police 

at the Standing Rock Reservation in South 

Dakota. Fearing the growth of the spiritual 

Ghost Dance movement, which foresaw an 

end to white expansionism, Indian agent 

James McLaughlin sent thirty-nine officers 

and four volunteers to arrest Sitting Bull. 

Sitting Bull refused to cooperate with police, atl ie 

so they used force, which outraged the _ Sitting Bull, c.1883 (Photograph by 
David F Barry, courtesy of Wikimedia 

crowd that had gathered, one of whom shot commons) 

a policeman. Police retaliated by shooting 

Sitting Bull in the chest and head, killing him. A battle then erupted, leaving 

seven additional villagers and eight police officers dead. 

December 15, 1912 The Federacién Obrera Regional del Pert (Regional 

Workers’ Federation of Peru; FORP) held its second assembly, at which it 

adopted the demand for a maximum eight-hour workday. The union had 

been formed in October and was subsequently joined by numerous other 

unions, including electricians, textile workers’, and day laborers’ unions, as 

well as anarchist workers’ groups. 

December 16, 1871 In France, teacher and revolutionary Louise Michel 

was put on trial following the crushing of the Paris Commune, a 

three-month period earlier in the year when workers and soldiers had con- 

trolled the city. She was charged with trying to overthrow the government, 

encouraging citizens to arm themselves, and possession and use of weapons, 

among other offences. Exiled to New Caledonia, she spent four months ina 
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cage on a prison ship. She became a national hero and was granted amnesty 

in 1880. When a man tried to assassinate her, Michel defended him in court, 

claiming “he was misled by an evil society.’ 

December 16, 1910 The Houndsditch murders took place 

in London's East End: three policemen were shot dead 

and two others seriously injured by a gang of Latvian 

revolutionaries who had bungled a jewelry store bur- 

glary. Investigators focused on the Anarchist Club in 

Jubilee Street, and Italian anarchist Errico Malatesta was 

wrongly implicated. 

The events were the prelude to the famous Siege : 

of Sidney Street, in which hundreds of police and sol- eater ash 

diers battled the radicals. A Latvian revolutionary named of the Dundee 

Peter the Painter eluded capture and became an East End Rau GS 
working class anti-hero. 

December 17, 1933 Sexual contact between men was recriminalized in 

the Soviet Union, after being decriminalized in 1922 in the wake of the 

1917 revolution. Authorities claimed that homosexuality was the result of 

Western bourgeois and German fascist influences, and the official Soviet 

newspaper Pravda published an article that ended with the slogan: “Destroy 

homosexuality and fascism will disappear!” In early 1934, gay men began to 

be arrested in large numbers in major Russian cities and sent to the gulags. 

One of those imprisoned under the law, Valery Klimov, wrote about the 

treatment they received: 

17 

There were about ten occasions when gays were murdered before my 

eyes. One was beaten to death in a prison in Sverdlovsk. There were 

one hundred men in our cell; three or four raped him every day and 

then chucked him under the bunks. It was bestial, a nightmare. Once 

ten of them raped him and then jumped on his head. I nearly went 

mad there; my hair turned grey. That’s how people lose their sanity; 

many never recover even after they leave. 

While lesbianism was never prohibited, and some stereotypically “mas- 

culine” lesbians were valued in the military, many lesbians still suffered 

persecution, including termination of studies or jobs, bullying, threats to 

strip them of custody of their children, and being committed to psychiatric 

facilities. 
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December 17, 1970 In an attempt to crush protests against price rises, the 

government ordered soldiers to fire on dockworkers in Gdynia, Poland. 

Dozens were killed and then buried during the night to try to prevent 

rioting. However, the repression was unsuccessful, and strikes, workplace 

occupations, and riots swept the country, forcing the government to back 

down shortly afterward. 

18 December 18, 2010 Following the self-immolation of street vendor 

Mohamed Bouazizi, protesters took to the streets in Tunisia, eventu- 

ally toppling the dictator Zine El] Abidine Ben Ali and sparking what later 

became known as the Arab Spring. 

December 18, 2012 Armed forces in Sierra Leone shot several striking miners, 

killing two of them. The miners had walked out to protest nonpayment of 

bonuses and racism and for better working conditions at the foreign-owned 

diamond mine. In the wake of the shootings, a police station was set on fire 

and local taxi drivers joined the strike in solidarity. 

December 19, 1996 Following a massive nonpayment campaign, 

Ireland's minister for the environment announced that additional 

charges for water introduced in Dublin in 1994 would be scrapped. Working 

class residents organized themselves in local groups federated together to 

resist the charges, with over 50 percent of residents not paying. Local author- 

ities attempted to force people to pay by taking residents to court and by 

shutting off people's water; however, the campaign resisted cutoffs and 

fought in the courts as well, eventually forcing the government to back down. 

December 19, 2001 Workers and the unemployed in Argentina reacted to an 

economic crisis with a wave of often violent demonstrations, street block- 

ades, and workplace takeovers. The slogan of the movement was “jQue se 

vayan todos!” (They all must go!), in reference to politicians and the govern- 

ment. Thirty-nine people died in the repressive government response, but 

finally President Fernando de la Rua resigned. 

December 20, 1960 Municipal workers across Belgium came out on 

official strike against a new law that reduced workers’ purchasing 

power. While the other unions discussed what to do, an unparalleled wildcat 

strike movement swept the country. The result was a general strike that 

lasted until January 21. 
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Damage after the Koza riot (Photo by Larry Gray, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

December 20, 1970 The Koza riot took place in Okinawa, Japan, when, after 

nightfall, five thousand residents clashed with hundreds of American mili- 

tary police as they protested against the continuing US occupation. Locals 

injured dozens of US troops, burned cars, and destroyed several buildings 

in the Kadena Air Base. 

Al December 21, 1848 Escaped enslaved 

people Ellen and William Craft boarded 

a steamship in Savannah, Georgia, heading to 

Philadelphia, arriving on Christmas morning. 

Ellen, who was light-skinned, disguised herself 

as a white male slaveowner, wearing a top hat " 

and cravat, with William as her slave. ah Fibacnneban 
After the passing of the Fugitive Slave Wikimedia Commons) 

Act of 1850, escaped slaves in the North had 

to be returned to the South, so the Crafts fled to England, where they lived 

for nineteen years, having five children and getting involved in the abolition- 

ist movement and struggles for women’s suffrage, before returning to the 

US after the Civil War. 

December 21, 1907 The Santa Maria School massacre, possibly the worst 

massacre of striking workers in history, took place, with the Chilean Army 

killing over two thousand people: striking nitrate miners and their wives 
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and children, who were camped at a school in Santa Maria, Iquique. An 

anarchist later attempted to assassinate the military officer responsible. 

December 22, 1988 Brazilian 

rubber worker activist, environ- 

mentalist, and Indigenous rights advo- 

cate Chico Mendes was assassinated by 

a rancher. 

To try to protect the Amazon rain- 

forest, rubber workers and Mendes, a 

senior Official in their union, asked 

the government to set up reserves to 

prevent deforestation. Rubber workers 

in Cachoeira set up roadblocks to keep 

out a rancher named Darly Alves da SE Re ee ee en Gtk 

Silva, who had bought part ofareserve. Miranda Productions/Wikimedia Commons 

Later, Mendes launched a campaign ©©ySA3.0) 

that stopped da Silva from logging in another area, as well as succeeding in 

getting a warrant issued for a murder allegedly committed by da Silva else- 

where. Mendes delivered the warrant to police, but they failed to act on it. 

On the evening of Thursday, December 22, Mendes was assassinated 

in his home by da Silva's son. He was the nineteenth rural activist to be 

murdered in Brazil that year. 

Da Silva, his son, and one of their employees were jailed for nineteen 

years for the killing, and following a global outpouring of support, the Chico 

Mendes Extractive Reserve was set up. It and other reserves that were sub- 

sequently established now cover over thirty-three million acres. 

At first I thought I was fighting to save rubber trees, then I thought I 

was fighting to save the Amazon rainforest. Now I realize I am fight- 

ing for humanity. 

—Chico Mendes 

December 22, 1997 Forty-five Indigenous supporters of the Zapatista rebel 

movement in Chiapas, Mexico, were massacred by paramilitaries at a paci- 

fist prayer meeting, with atrocities that included shooting pregnant women 

and stabbing them in the stomach. Government troops nearby failed to 

intervene to prevent the attack, instead they tried to cover up the killings, 

cleaning up the blood in the church where the Catholics had been killed. 
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December 23, 1928 Australian judge Lionel Oscar Lukin ruled that 

timber workers should increase their working hours from forty-four 

to forty-eight per week, with a decrease in wages. On January 3, timber 

workers collectively decided they would refuse to work the additional four 

hours. Employers retaliated four weeks later by locking out thousands of 

workers at seventy timber mills in New South Wales. Workers responded 

by calling a strike that lasted for nearly nine months. 

Employers tried to appeal to the wives of strikers to get them to exert 

pressure on their husbands. The Industrial Peace Association organized a 

meeting and called on women to attend and “register their protest against 

the cruel wrong which is being done to helpless children by the policy of 

strikes.” At the meeting, speakers were drowned out by women singing 

“Solidarity Forever.” The meeting ended after a young woman climbed on 

her chair and declared, “We dont scab on our men, and we dont want to.” 

Eventually, facing increasing police and government repression, the 

strike was called off in defeat, with the hope that a Labor government would 

be elected and would reverse the decision. Labor did win a landslide victory, 

but most strikers fired during the dispute were not reinstated following the 

return to work. 

December 23, 2013 After an unfavorable job review from a manager, Citibank 

worker Lennon Ray Brown downed 90 percent of the bank's networks by 

erasing configuration files. He said he did it so that management could “see 

what the guys on the floor [are] capable of doing when they keep getting 

mistreated.” Citibank reported him to police, and he was jailed for twenty- 

one months. 

December 24, 1913 A tragedy known as the Italian Hall disaster, or the 

24 1913 massacre, occurred in Calumet, Michigan. The wives of copper 

miners who had been on strike since July organized a Christmas party at 

the Italian Hall. Exactly what happened next is disputed, but by the end of 

the night seventy-three people, fifty-nine of them miners’ children, were 

dead: crushed to death in the stairway as they tried to flee the crowded 

building. 

Eight of the eyewitnesses who testified in front of a House of 

Representatives subcommittee reported that a man wearing a Citizens’ 

Alliance button yelled “fire,” leading to a crush on the stairs. Some people 

believe that the doors were held shut. The Citizens’ Alliance was an anti- 

union vigilante organization that worked with employers to break strikes. 

248 



WORKING CLASS HISTORY DECEMBER @ 

December 24, 1983 It was announced that the pop group the Flying Pickets, 

made up of actors who had supported the miners’ strikes in 1972 and 1974, 

had the UK Christmas number one single with their a cappella cover of 

Yazoos (known as Yaz in the US) song “Only You.” 

Flying pickets were groups of strikers who travelled around the country 

to picket out other workers in solidarity, a tactic that had helped bring down 

the Conservative government in 1974. The band, who were militant socialists, 

later got into conflict with their record label for picketing the Drax power 

station during the 1984 miners’ strike, and some stores refused to sell their 

records. 

December 25, 1522, 1831, and 1837 On Christmas Day in 1522, a Muslim- 

led revolt occurred on the sugar plantation of Christopher Columbus's 

son Diego, in Santo Domingo, in present-day Dominican Republic. Armed 

with the machetes they used to cut cane, the rebels, including enslaved West 

Africans, succeeded in killing a number of colonial settlers before the insur- 

rection was quelled. Of the fifteen bodies recovered, nine were Europeans. 

Many of the insurgents managed to escape to the mountains, where they 

formed independent communities among the Taino people. 

On the same date just over three centuries later, in 1831, enslaved people 

in Jamaica went on strike to demand emancipation. They launched an 

armed revolt that eventually forced the British Empire to outlaw slavery 

in the region. 

Then, again, on Christmas Day, six years later, in 1837, the Africans and 

Native Americans who made up Florida's Seminole nation defeated a vastly 

superior US invading army bent on cracking this early rainbow coalition 

and returning the Africans to slavery. 

December 25, 1914 One 

hundred thousand 

troops on the Western 

Front during World War 

I called an unofficial 

truce, refusing to fight 

one another. German 

soldiers began singing 

“Silent Night” and other 

Christmas carols in British and German troops fraternizing during the truce 
English, French, and (Courtesy of the Imperial War Museum/Wikimedia Commons) 
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German. They were joined by British soldiers. Then they slowly emerged 

from the trenches and met in no man’s land, exchanging gifts and in some 

places playing football. @® 38 

December 26, 1862 The largest mass execution in US history took 

place during the US-Dakota War of 1862, when thirty-eight Dakota 

people were hanged. Some of the trials of the Native Americans lasted less 

than five minutes, and President Abraham Lincoln personally reviewed the 

trial paperwork and approved the death penalties. 

December 26, 1904 Metalworkers went out on strike in Baku, in what is now 

Azerbaijan, with numerous demands, including an eight-hour workday, pay 

increases, and Sundays off. Within five days most enterprises in the city 

were shut down, including the crucial oil industry, with regular protests 

and clashes with security forces. 

In contrast to an unsuccessful strike the previous year, this time 

workers held out until January 12, when the first collective agreement in 

the history of the Russian Empire was signed. In particular, the workers 

achieved a nine-hour workday, with four paid days off each month, a pay 

increase, and better living and working conditions. 

97 December 27, 1797 The crew of the Royal Navy ship the Marie 

wal Antoinette murdered their officers and took the ship into a French 

port in the Caribbean. It was part of a wave of mutinies in the British fleet 

caused by poor working conditions and a growing sense of working class 

consciousness among Sailors. 

December 27, 1923 Japanese revolutionary, Daisuke Nanba, 

attempted to assassinate the crown prince to avenge the 

deaths of his comrades K6toku Shisui, Osugi Sakae, and 

Ito Noe at the hands of the state. He was unsuccessful 

and was arrested, sentenced to death, and executed two 

days later. 

Namba Daisuke, 1923 (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 

December 28, 1907 Ten thousand households in New York City went 

on rent strike against rent price hikes. The action was sparked by 

sixteen-year-old textile worker Pauline Newman, who enlisted four hundred 

other young women factory workers to help persuade families to join. 
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Landlords fought back with water shutoffs and revenge evictions, but the 

families stood firm, and by early January around two thousand households 

won reduced rents. 

December 28, 1973 What some historians have referred to as the first strike 

in space took place on the Skylab 4 space station. The workers had a pun- 

ishing schedule, and mission commander Jerry Carr complained to ground 

control, “We would never work sixteen hours a day for eighty-four straight 

days on the ground, and we should not be expected to do it here in space.” 

Pilot William Pogue said they wanted to have more time for contemplating 

the universe and “studying the stars, the Earth below, and ourselves.” Carr 

eventually sent a wire to ground control stating, “We need more time to rest. 

We need a schedule that is not so packed. We don't want to exercise after a 

meal. We need to get things under control.” On December 28, the astronauts 

turned off their radios and spent the day relaxing, working on personal 

projects, and doing experiments at their own pace. After twenty-four hours, 

the controllers agreed to a compromise that made the workload and mood 

of the last six weeks of the mission much more pleasant. 

December 29, 1890 Near Wounded Knee Creek, in South Dakota, US 

troops in the 7th Cavalry Regiment massacred over two hundred 

Lakota men, women, and children, many of them unarmed and fleeing, as 

well as killing some of their own colleagues. For these “brave” deeds, some 

twenty servicemen were awarded the Medal of Honor. 

December 29, 1968 The University of Tokyo was forced to cancel its 1969 

entrance exams, as it had been completely disrupted by a student strike 

and wave of occupations, which had been ongoing since October. Striking 

students battled anti-strike Communist Party students and riot police in 

an ongoing conflict over unpaid internships and faculty collaboration with 

the police. 

December 30, 1930 Indigenous workers on the Pesillo hacienda in the 

northern Ecuadorian highlands went on strike for better pay and 

conditions and were joined by others working nearby. They attacked the 

main hacienda house and forced local officials to flee. The government sent 

in troops to arrest strike leaders and destroy their houses, but the workers 

held firm and won concessions. More importantly, their actions helped 

spark a wave of rural protest in the country. 
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December 30, 1936 Fifty workers at the Flint General Motors plant sat down 

on wildcat strike against the forcible transfer of three inspectors who had 

been ordered to quit the union but had refused. When workers noticed 

management making preparations to transfer production elsewhere, the 

mostly nonunion workforce occupied the plant and defied court injunctions 

and violent attacks from guards and police, holding out till February, when 

the company caved in, granting union recognition and decisively changing 

the balance of power between workers and bosses. Despite the militancy of 

the strikers and the participation of Black workers like Roscoe Van Zandt 

and J.D. Dotson, the strict Jim Crow segregation of the workplace was main- 

tained under the resulting contract with the United Auto Workers union 

(UAW). 

December 31, 1912 A strike of New York City hotel workers and wait 

staff organized by the Industrial Workers of the World union (IWW) 

began. The strike initially only targeted some hotels with particularly bad 

working conditions. Just after 11:00 p.m., fighting broke out outside the 

Hotel Astor, when twenty-five private detectives and armed police con- 

fronted thirty striking waiters, who fought back with bricks. The stoppage 

became a general strike in January, demanding, among other things, that 

tipping be abolished and replaced with decent wages. The strike ended later 

that month without winning concessions from the employers. However, 

several subsequent strikes succeeded in winning much better pay and con- 

ditions, which to some extent persist today. ( 

December 31, 1969 Dwight and Karl Armstrong stole a twin-engine Cessna 

plane from an airport outside Madison, Wisconsin, flew fifty-three miles 

north and dropped three bombs on the Badger Army Ammunition Plant 

to protest the Vietnam War. The brothers uncle had previously worked at 

the plant and had been killed in a workplace accident. The bombs failed to 

explode, but the attack was one of many violent anti-war acts that rocked 

the US as the Vietnam War dragged on. (@ 
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Postscript 

You have now reached the end of Working Class History: Everyday Acts 

of Resistance & Rebellion. We really hope you have enjoyed it and learned 

something new. Researching and promoting people's history is never over. 

And we always need help. So if you have any little-known events to share 

with us, or if you would like to get involved in Working Class History in some 

capacity, please get in touch. 

All of our work is funded by our readers and listeners on Patreon. 

Supporters get access to exclusive content and benefits, including early 

access to podcast episodes, exclusive bonus episodes, free and discounted 

books and merchandise, and more. You can get more information and sign 

up at patreon.com/workingclasshistory. 

You can also support our work by using our online store, where 

we have a range of radical history books and merchandise, at shop. 

workingclasshistory.com. 

Email: info@workingclasshistory.com 

Instagram: @workingclasshistory 
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of repeated, massive, and sometimes violent revolts 

by ordinary working people in America. Involving 

nationwide general strikes, the seizure of vast industrial 

establishments, nonviolent direct action on a massive 

scale, and armed battles with artillery and tanks, this exciting hidden history is told 

from the point of view of the rank-and-file workers who lived it. Encompassing the 

repeated repression of workers’ rebellions by company-sponsored violence, local 

police, state militias, and the US Army and National Guard, it reveals a dimension 

of American history rarely found in the usual high school or college history course. 

Since its original publication in 1972, no book has done as much as Strike! to bring 

US labor history to a wide audience. Now this fiftieth anniversary edition brings 

the story up to date with chapters covering the “mini-revolts of the 21st century,” 

including Occupy Wall Street and the Fight for Fifteen. The new edition contains 

over a hundred pages of new materials and concludes by examining a wide range 

of current struggles, ranging from #BlackLivesMatter, to the great wave of teachers 

strikes “for the soul of public education,” to the global “Student Strike for Climate,” 

that may be harbingers of mass strikes to come. 

“Jeremy Brecher's Strike! is a classic of American historical writing. This new edition, 

bringing his account up to the present, comes amid rampant inequality and growing 

popular resistance. No book could be more timely for those seeking the roots of our 

current condition.” 

—Eric Foner, Pulitzer Prize winner and DeWitt Clinton Professor of History at 

Columbia University 

“Magnificent—a vivid, muscular labor history, just updated and rereleased by PM 

Press, which should be at the side of anyone who wants to understand the deep 

structure of force and counterforce in America.” 

—JoAnn Wypijewski, author of Killing Trayvons: An Anthology of American Violence 

“An exciting history of American labor. Brings to life the flashpoints of labor history. 

Scholarly, genuinely stirring.” 

—New York Times 

“Splendid... clearly the best single-volume summary yet published of American 

general strikes.” 

— Washington Post 



Asia's Unknown Uprisings 
Volume 17 
South Korean Social Movements in the 

20th Century 

George Katsiaficas 

ISBN: 978-1-60486-457-1 
$28.95 480 pages 

Using social movements as a prism to illuminate the 

oft-hidden history of 20th century Korea, this book 

provides detailed analysis of major uprisings that have patterned that country’s 

politics and society. From the 1894 Tonghak Uprising through the March 1, 1919, 

independence movement and anti-Japanese resistance, a direct line is traced to the 

popular opposition to US division of Korea after World War Two. The overthrow of 

Syngman Rhee in 1960, resistance to Park Chung-hee, the 1980 Gwangju Uprising, 

as well as student, labor, and feminist movements are all recounted with attention 

to their economic and political contexts. South Korean opposition to neoliberalism 

is portrayed in detail, as is an analysis of neoliberalism’s rise and effects. With a 

central focus on the Gwangju Uprising (that ultimately proved decisive in South 

Korea’s democratization), the author uses Korean experiences as a baseboard to 

extrapolate into the possibilities of global social movements in the 21st century. 

Asia's Unknown Uprisings 
Volume 2 
People Power in the Philippines, Burma, 

Tibet, China, Taiwan, Bangladesh, Nepal, 

Thailand, and Indonesia, 1947-2009 

George Katsiaficas 

ISBN: 978-1-60486-488-5 
$28.95 448 pages 

INES, BURMA, 
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Ten years in the making, this book provides a unique 

perspective on uprisings in nine places in East Asia in the 1980s and 1990s. While 

the 2011 Arab Spring is well known, the wave of uprisings that swept East Asia 

in the 1980s became hardly visible. This book begins with an overview of late 

20th-century history—the context within which Asian uprisings arose. Through a 

critique of Samuel Huntington's notion of a “Third Wave" of democratization, the 

author relates Asian uprisings to predecessors in 1968 and shows their subsequent 

influence on the wave of uprisings that swept Eastern Europe at the end of the 

1980s. By empirically reconstructing the specific history of each Asian uprising, 

significant insight into major constituencies of change and the trajectories of these 

societies becomes visible. 



A History of Pan-African Revolt 
C.L.R. James with an Introduction 

by Robin D.G. Kelley 

ISBN: 978-1-60486-095-5 
$16.95 160 pages 

Originally published in England in 1938 (the same year 

as his magnum opus The Black Jacobins) and expanded 

in 1969, this work remains the classic account of 

global black resistance. Robin D.G. Kelley's substantial 

introduction contextualizes the work in the history and 

ferment of the times, and explores its ongoing relevance today. 

“A History of Pan-African Revolt is one of those rare books that continues to strike 

a chord of urgency, even half a century after it was first published. Time and 

time again, its lessons have proven to be valuable and relevant for understanding 

liberation movements in Africa and the diaspora. Each generation who has had the 

opportunity to read this small book finds new insights, new lessons, new visions for 

their own age... . No piece of literature can substitute for a crystal ball, and only 

religious fundamentalists believe that a book can provide comprehensive answers 

to all questions. But if nothing else, A History of Pan-African Revolt leaves us with 

two incontrovertible facts. First, as long as black people are denied freedom, 

humanity and a decent standard of living, they will continue to revolt. Second, 

unless these revolts involve the ordinary masses and take place on their own terms, 

they have no hope of succeeding.” —Robin D.G. Kelley, from the Introduction 

“| wish my readers to understand the history of Pan-African Revolt. They fought, 

they suffered—they are still fighting. Once we understand that, we can tackle our 

problems with the necessary mental equilibrium.” —C.L.R. James 

“Kudos for reissuing C.L.R. James’s pioneering work on black resistance. Many brilliant 

embryonic ideas articulated in A History of Pan-African Revolt twenty years later 

became the way to study black social movements. Robin Kelley's introduction superbly 

situates James and his thought in the world of Pan-African and Marxist intellectuals.” 

—Sundiata Cha-Jua, Penn State University 

“A mine of ideas advancing far ahead of its time.” 

—Walter Rodney 

“When one looks back over the last twenty years to those men who were most far- 

sighted, who first began to tease out the muddle of ideology in our times, who were 

at the same time Marxists with a hard theoretical basis, and close students of society, 

humanists with a tremendous response to and understanding of human culture, 

Comrade James is one of the first one thinks of.” 

—E.P. Thompson 



The CNT in the Spanish 
Revolution Vols. 1-3 
José Peirats 

with an introduction by Chris Ealham 

Vol.1 ISBN: 978-1-60486-207-2 
$28.00 432 pages 

Vol. 2 ISBN: 978-1-60486-208-9 
$22.95 312 pages 

Vol. 3 ISBN: 978-1-60486-209-6 
$22.95 296 pages 

The CNT in the Spanish Revolution is the history of one 

of the most original and audacious, and arguably also 

the most far-reaching, of all the twentieth-century 

revolutions. It is the history of the giddy years of political 

change and hope in 1930s Spain, when the so-called 

‘Generation of '36’, Peirats’ own generation, rose up 

against the oppressive structures of Spanish society. It 

is also a history of a revolution that failed, crushed in the 

jaws of its enemies on both the reformist left and the 

reactionary right. José Peirats’ account is effectively the 

official CNT history of the war, passionate, partisan but, 

above all, intelligent. Its huge sweeping canvas covers 

all areas of the anarchist experience—the spontaneous 

militias, the revolutionary collectives, the moral 

dilemmas occasioned by the clash of revolutionary 

ideals and the stark reality of the war effort against 

Franco and his German Nazi and Italian Fascist allies. 

This new edition is carefully indexed in a way that 

converts the work into a usable tool for historians and 

makes it much easier for the general reader to dip in 

with greater purpose and pleasure. 

“José Peirats’ The CNT in the Spanish Revolution is a landmark in the historiography 

of the Spanish Civil War... . Originally published in Toulouse in the early 1950s, it 

was a rarity anxiously searched for by historians and others who gleefully pillaged its 

wealth of documentation. Even its republication in Paris in 1971 by the exiled Spanish 

publishing house, Ruedo Ibérico, though welcome, still left the book in the territory 

of specialists. For that reason alone, the present project to publish the entire work in 

English is to be applauded.” 

—Professor Paul Preston, London School of Economics 



The Big Red Songbook: 
250+ IWW Songs! 
Edited by Archie Green, David Roediger, 

Franklin Rosemont, and Salvatore Salerno 

with a Foreword by Tom Morello and an 
Afterword by Utah Phillips 

ISBN: 978-1-62963-129-5 
$29.95 560 pages 

In 1905, representatives from dozens of radical labor 

groups came together in Chicago to form One Big Union—the Industrial Workers 

of the World (IWW), known as the Wobblies. The union was a big presence in 

the labor movement, leading strikes, walkouts, and rallies across the nation. And 

everywhere its members went, they sang. 

Their songs were sung in mining camps and textile mills, hobo jungles and flop 

houses, and anywhere workers might be recruited to the Wobblies’ cause. The 

songs were published in a pocketsize tome called the Little Red Songbook, which 

was so successful that it’s been published continuously since 1909. In The Big Red 

Songbook, the editors have gathered songs from over three dozen editions, plus 

additional songs, rare artwork, personal recollections, discographies, and more into 

one big all-embracing book. 

IWW poets/composers strove to nurture revolutionary consciousness. Each 

piece, whether topical, hortatory, elegiac, or comic served to educate, agitate, 

and emancipate workers. A handful of Wobbly numbers have become classics, 

still sung by labor groups and folk singers. They include Joe Hill's sardonic “The 

Preacher and the Slave” (sometimes known by its famous phrase “Pie in the Sky”) 

and Ralph Chaplin's “Solidarity Forever.” Songs lost or found, sacred or irreverent, 

touted or neglected, serious or zany, singable or not, are here. The Wobblies and 

their friends have been singing for a century. May this comprehensive gathering 

simultaneously celebrate past battles and chart future goals. 

In addition to the 250+ songs, writings are included from Archie Green, Franklin 

Rosemont, David Roediger, Salvatore Salerno, Judy Branfman, Richard Brazier, 

James Connell, Carlos Cortez, Bill Friedland, Virginia Martin, Harry McClintock, 

Fred Thompson, Adam Machado, and many more. 

“This engaging anthology features the lyrics to 250 or so Wobbly songs, rich with 

references to job sharks, shovel stiffs, capitalist tools, and plutocratic parasites. Wobbly 

wordsmiths such as the fabled Joe Hill, T-Bone Slim, Haywire Mac, and Richard Brazier 

set their fighting words to popular tunes of the day, gospel hymns, old ballads and 

patriotic anthems.” 

—San Francisco Chronicle 



500 Years of Indigenous 
Resistance 
Gord Hill 
ISBN: 978-1-60486-106-8 
$12.00 96 pages 

The history of the colonization of the Americas by 

Europeans is often portrayed as a mutually beneficial 

process, in which “civilization” was brought to the 

Natives, who in return shared their land and cultures. 

A more critical history might present it as a genocide 

in which Indigenous peoples were helpless victims, 

overwhelmed and awed by European military power. In reality, neither of these 

views is correct. 

500 Years of Indigenous Resistance is more than a history of European colonization 

of the Americas. In this slim volume, Gord Hill chronicles the resistance by 

Indigenous peoples, which limited and shaped the forms and extent of colonialism. 

This history encompasses North and South America, the development of nation- 

states, and the resurgence of Indigenous resistance in the post-WW2 era. 

Gord Hill is a member of the Kwakwaka'wakw nation on the Northwest Coast. Writer, 

artist, and militant, he has been involved in Indigenous resistance, anti-colonial and 

anti-capitalist movements for many years, often using the pseudonym Zig Zag. 



Portugal: The Impossible 
Revolution? 
Phil Mailer, with an afterword 

by Maurice Brinton 

ISBN: 978-1-60486-336-9 
$24.95 288 pages 

After the military coup in Portugal on April 25, 1974, 

the overthrow of almost fifty years of Fascist rule, and 

the end of three colonial wars, there followed eighteen 

months of intense, democratic social transformation 

which challenged every aspect of Portuguese society. What started as a military 

coup turned into a profound attempt at social change from the bottom up and 

became headlines on a daily basis in the world media. This was due to the intensity 

of the struggle as well as the fact that in 1974-75 the moribund, right-wing 

Francoist regime was still in power in neighboring Spain and there was huge 

uncertainty as to how these struggles might affect Spain and Europe at large. 

This is the story of what happened in Portugal between April 25, 1974, and 

November 25, 1975, as seen and felt by a deeply committed participant. It 

depicts the hopes, the tremendous enthusiasm, the boundless energy, the total 

commitment, the released power, even the revolutionary innocence of thousands 

of ordinary people taking a hand in the remolding of their lives. And it does so 

against the background of an economic and social reality which placed limits on 

what could be done. 

“An evocative, bitterly partisan diary of the Portuguese revolution, written from a 

radical-utopian perspective. The enemy is any type of organization or presumption of 

leadership. The book affords a good view of the mood of the time, of the multiplicity of 

leftist factions, and of the social problems that bedeviled the revolution.” 

—Fritz Stern, Foreign Affairs 

“Mailer portrays history with the enthusiasm of a cheerleader, the ‘home team’ in 

this case being libertarian communism. Official documents, position papers and 

the pronouncements of the protagonists of this drama are mostly relegated to the 

appendices. The text itself recounts the activities of a host of worker, tenant, soldier 

and student committees as well as the author's personal experiences.” 

—lan Wallace, Library Journal 

“A thorough delight as it moves from first person accounts of street demonstrations 

through intricate analyses of political movements. Mailer has handled masterfully the 

enormous cast of politicians, officers of the military peasant and workers councils, and 

a myriad of splinter parties, movements and caucuses.” 

—Choice 



All Power to the Councils! 
A Documentary History of the 
German Revolution of 1918-1919 
Edited and translated by Gabriel Kuhn 

ISBN: 978-1-60486-111-2 
$26.95 352 pages 

The German Revolution erupted out of the ashes of 

World War I, triggered by mutinying sailors refusing to 

be sacrificed in the final carnage of the war. While the 

Social Democrats grabbed power, radicals across the country rallied to establish 

a communist society under the slogan “All Power to the Councils!” The Spartacus 

League launched an uprising in Berlin, council republics were proclaimed in 

Bremen and Bavaria, and workers’ revolts shook numerous German towns. Yet 

in an act that would tragically shape the course of history, the Social Democratic 

government crushed the rebellions with the help of right-wing militias, paving the 

way for the ill-fated Weimar Republic—and ultimately the ascension of the Nazis. 

This definitive documentary history collects manifestos, speeches, articles, 

and letters from the German Revolution—Rosa Luxemburg, the Revolutionary 

Stewards, and Gustav Landauer amongst others—introduced and annotated by the 

editor. Many documents, such as the anarchist Erich Mihsam’s comprehensive 

account of the Bavarian Council Republic, are presented here in English for the first 

time. The volume also includes materials from the Red Ruhr Army that repelled the 

reactionary Kapp Putsch in 1920 and the communist bandits that roamed Eastern 

Germany until 1921. All Power to the Councils! provides a dynamic and vivid picture 

of a time of great hope and devastating betrayal. 

“Gabriel Kuhn's excellent volume illuminates a profound global revolutionary moment, 

in which brilliant ideas and debates lit the sky.” 

—Marcus Rediker, author of Villains of All Nations and The Slave Ship 

“This remarkable collection, skillfully edited by Gabriel Kuhn, brings to life that most 

pivotal of revolutions, crackling with the acrid odor of street fighting, insurgent hopes, 

and ultimately defeat... In an era brimming with anticapitalist aspirations, these pages 

ring with that still unmet revolutionary promise of a better world: | was, | am, | shall 

be.” 

—Sasha Lilley, author of Capital and Its Discontents and coauthor of Catastrophism 

“Drawing on newly uncovered material through pioneering archival historical research, 

Gabriel Kuhn's powerful book on the German workers’ councils movement is essential 

reading to understanding the way forward for democratic worker control today.” 

—I|Immanuel Ness, Graduate Center for Worker Education, Brooklyn College 



The Unknown Revolution: 

1917-1921 

Voline with an Introduction by lain McKay 

and Foreword by Rudolf Rocker 

ISBN: 978-1-62963-577-4 
$32.95 832 pages 

This is the untold story of the Russian Revolution: its 

antecedents, its far-reaching changes, its betrayal by 

Bolshevik terror, and the massive resistance of non- 

Bolshevik revolutionaries. This in-depth, eyewitness 

history written by Voline, an outspoken activist in the Russian Revolution, is 

accompanied by a biography of the author by Rudolf Rocker and a contemporary 

introduction by anarchist historian lain McKay. 

Significant attention is given to what the author describes as “struggles for the 

real Social Revolution”; that is, the uprising of the sailors and workers of Kronstadt 

in 1921, and the peasant movement that Nestor Makhno led in Ukraine. These 

movements, which sought to defend the social revolution from destruction by 

the politicians, provide important material for a clearer understanding of both 

the original objectives of the Russian Revolution and the problems with which all 

revolutions with far-reaching social objectives have to contend. 

Drawing on the revolutionary press of the time, Voline reveals the deep cleavage 

between the objectives of the libertarians and those of the Bolsheviks, differences 

which the latter “resolved” by ruthlessly eliminating all who stood in their way in 

the struggle for power. 

This edition is a translation of the full text of La Révolution inconnue, originally 

published in French in 1947. It reinstates material omitted from earlier English- 

language editions and reproduces the complete text of the original volumes. 

“A fascinating and valuable book—a combination of history, eyewitness account, and 

partisan advocacy—about the Russian revolution of 1917-21." ; 

—Stephen F. Cohen, author of Bukharin and the Bolshevik Revolution 

“In rich detail Voline documents the efforts of workers, peasants, and intellectuals to 

inaugurate a free society based on local initiative and autonomy. ... It should be read 

by every person interested in the anarchist movement and the Russian Revolution.” 

—Paul Avrich, author of The Russian Anarchists 





SOCIAL HISTORY / LABOR & INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

“The Working Class History project presents centuries of solidarity and rebellion in an easily 

digestible and endlessly engrossing catalogue of dissent. They make it clear that today’s victories 

build upon yesterday’s struggles, and that to push forward into the liberated, equitable future 

we want, we must remember how far weve come—and reckon with how much further there 
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History is not made by kings, politicians, or a few rich individuals—it is made by all of 

us. From the temples of ancient Egypt to spacecraft orbiting Earth, workers and ordinary 

people everywhere have walked out, sat down, risen up, and fought back against exploitation, 

discrimination, colonization, and oppression. | 

Working Class History presents a distinct selection of people's history through hundreds 

of “on this day in history” anniversaries that are as diverse and international as the working 

class itself. Women, young people, people of color, workers, migrants, Indigenous people, 

LGBT+ people, disabled people, the unemployed, and every other part of the working class 

have organized and taken action that has shaped our world, and improvements in living 

and working conditions have been won only by years of violent conflict and sacrifice. These 

everyday acts of resistance and rebellion highlight just some of those who have struggled for a 

better world and provide lessons and inspiration for those of us fighting in the present. Going 

day by day, this book paints a picture of how and why the world came to be as it is, how some 

have tried to change it, and the lengths to which the rich and powerful have gone to maintain 

and increase their wealth and influence. 

This handbook of grassroots movements, curated by the popular Working Class History 

project, features many hidden histories and untold stories, reinforced with inspiring images, 

further reading, and a foreword from legendary author and dissident Noam Chomsky. 

“This indispensable daybook of the class struggle provides a storehouse of history from below, 

which when consulted on the day steadies us and readies us for the morrow.’ 

me me 

Founded in 2014, Working Class History is an international collective of worker-activists 

who launched a social media project and podcast to uncover our collective history of fighting 

for a better world and promote it to educate and inspire a new generation of activists. They 

have grown to become the most popular online people’s history project in English, reaching 

an audience of tens of millions. 

USA $20.00 
Cover design by Michael Oswell 

www.pmpress.org 


